VICTOR VALLEY COLLEGE SYLLABUS

Fall 2011 (August 30 to December 15, 2011)
Child Development 106:  Child, Family and Community
Instructor:  DeeDee Cole


Course No.: CHDV 106
Course Title:
Child, Family & Community

Units: 3
Section No.:  37269    Class Hours:  Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:35-11:00AM   
Section No.: 37270 Thursdays 5:30 – 8:40PM
Instructor Name:  DeeDee Cole
Office No: 760-245-4271 Ext. 2776   
If Very, Very URGENT:  909-239-0902
(Please, no calls after 8 PM)

marsha.cole@vvc.edu or teacherdeedee@aol.com



WITHDRAWAL POLICY
Last day to withdraw from a 16-week class

and receive a “W” is October 13, 2011.
No Class:

November 24, 2011 No Class

Thanksgiving Holiday
STATEMENT OF ACCESS: Students with special needs are encouraged to meet with instructors to discuss the opportunity for academic accommodation and be referred to disabled student program and services per Administrative Procedure (AP 3440)
Visit Victor Valley College online at www.vvc.edu

Prerequisites:  While there is no “prerequisite” for this course, it is HIGHLY ADVISED for students to complete English 50 or be eligible for English 101 before taking this course.  This course involves a lot of writing.  The primary way for the instructor to assess a student’s progress in this course is through written assignments.  Thus, students must have at least satisfactory writing skills to discuss course concepts, complete written papers and take essay exams.

Textbook:   Berns, Roberta, M. (2009). Child, Family, School & Community:  Socialization & Support (8th Ed).  ISBN:  0495603252 
Course Description: The scientific study of societal institutions which socialize the child, such as the family, school, peer group, community and media within the context of culture, religion, economics, politics and change. Major theoretical perspectives will be examined.
Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course the student can:
1.  Analyze and evaluate the ecological factors that both positively and negatively influence the socialization of the child. 
2.  Investigate and compile community resources that support both the child and the family. 
	Course Objectives:  (The ability to accomplish these objectives will increase the liklihood of your accomplishing the course student learning outcomes).

Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:


1.  Discuss and compare major sociological perspectives and methods used in sociological research.

2.  Define the ecological factors; microsystems, mesosystems, exosystems, and macrosystems.

3. Discuss the goals and influences of socialization.

4.  Identify and compare the various structural, functional, and interactional patterns of family development and family living in a democratic society, including dysfunctional patterns.

5.  Identify factors that affect family life and the influence on growth and development of children, including socioeconomic status, culture and religion.

6.  Discuss quality child care and evaluate the effects on the child, family and community.

7.  Discuss and evaluate the impact of the school (program and teacher) on the development of children, including responses to gender, ethnicity, and disability.

8.  Analyze the development of peer groups and evaluate the effect on children, including conformity, acceptance and rejection.

9.  Investigate and outline the effects of media on children, including its influence on culture.

10. Discuss research on the outcomes of socialization (values, morals, attitudes, motives, pro/antisocial behaviors, gender roles, self-esteem, stereotypes and assumptions).

11. Identify and compare various family structures.

12. Compile a list of community resources and agencies that address specific crisis situations and conditions.
Expectations of Students
Participation:  Each student will be expected to complete assigned readings which may be taken from text assignments, articles, and website links.  Student must also participate in weekly group discussions/activities.  
Important – Do This Right Away:  Log in to the class site on Blackboard (bboc.vvc.edu), go to the “My Places” tab at the very, very top of the course home page.  Click on personal information and double check that your email address and other contact information is correct.  This is VERY important.  If you do not have the correct email listed on Blackboard, I cannot contact you.  You will miss important announcements from your instructor. 
Attendance: Students must participate in all aspects of this course (quizzes, discussions, assignments) to be considered attending the class regularly.  If a student chooses to minimally participate, for instance, only doing the written assignments and not attending class; the instructor reserves the right to drop the student for non-attendance.   If a student must discontinue attending this class for any reason, it is his/her responsibility to contact the instructor and the Registrar’s Office on campus to withdraw from the course.
College Attendance Policy: (Class attendance is not a measure of performance or proficiency.  Whether a student is just physically present in the class is not a valid basis for grading.  Reference Title 5 Section 55002 of the California Code of Regulations: (A) Grading Policy.  The course provides for measurement of student performance in terms of stated course objectives and culminates in a formal, permanently recorded grade based upon uniform standards in accordance with section 55758 of this Division. The grade is based on demonstrated proficiency in the subject matter and the ability to demonstrate that proficiency, at least in part, by means of written expression that may include essays, or, in courses where the curriculum committee deems them to be appropriate, by problem solving exercises or skills demonstrations by students.)
College Level Work is Expected:  Remember…This is a college level course.  As such, students are expected to produce college-level work.  Characteristics of college level work include:  1) having the correct headings with students name, class section, etc., 2) assignments that are typed, 3) proof-read and reasonably free of grammatical errors, 4) meeting all assignment objectives, and 5) being turned in on time.  
Please remember that one of the goals of this class is to prepare students to be successful professionals in the field of Early Childhood Education.  Part of having this successful image is to produce work that is neat, legible, coherent, and grammatically correct.  To allow anything less, is to improperly prepare students for their upcoming careers.

Plagiarism and Dishonesty:  Plagiarism (Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition 1996) “ To steal and pass off (ideas or words of another) as one’s own; to use without crediting the source; to commit literal theft; to present as new and original and idea or product from an existing source.”  A student who plagiarizes and uses a portion of a source or its entirety off the internet or from another source or person will receive an “F” on the assignment.  If there are any questions as to whether the student wrote the assignment, the instructor has the right to ask for “supporting materials” such as notes, research materials, internet source pages, etc.  This will be necessary to prove or disprove the originality of the student written assignment.  Think about how you would feel if someone borrowed one of your course papers or ideas and used it with their name on it in another class…..

If you must drop the class, be sure to drop with admissions prior to the deadline (see campus schedule or contact admissions for dates).  If you do not drop before the deadline, I have no choice but to give you a grade based on whatever work you have completed.  
Final note:  please do not hesitate to contact the instructor ASAP if you are having trouble in this class.  Do not wait!  If you are having difficulties and the instructor is not aware of what is going on, she cannot help you. If you are unclear as to why you are receiving a certain grade or point total, contact the instructor and she will be happy to clarify.

What You Can Expect From Me

Preparedness:  Just as I expect my students to show up in class having read the assigned readings, having completed any assignments, and ready to participate and learn; I too, will do my best to show up prepared for a great learning experience.  I will do my best to present the course concepts in ways that are interesting, relevant and of course FUN!

Development of a Classroom Community:  I am sure you have heard the old saying that “two heads are better than one”.  I am a firm believer in collaborative learning.  We have a diverse group of students in our classroom with diverse experiences and interests.  I will do my best to set up a classroom environment that everyone can find relevant.  I will also do my best to set up an environment where individuals can feel comfortable sharing their ideas and exploring their interests. When a course is interesting, the material is relevant to a student’s educational goals, and students feel comfortable participating; students are more likely to become engaged in the learning process. 
Feedback:  As a student myself, I realize how important quality feedback is to students.  Thus, I will do my best to provide feedback on your assignments that will allow you to grow as a student and early childhood professional.  If at any time, you desire more specific feedback; please do not hesitate to ask.
Grading:  I realize that many students work hard on their assignments and are anxious to find out how they have done.  As such, I will grade and return assignments within one week of their due date.  You can keep track of your grades by logging into the course site on Blackboard.
Meeting with the Instructor: 

I welcome the opportunity to meet with students to discuss this class, future plans in the field of early childhood education, or any other issues that may affect your educational performance.
If you are having any difficulties with this class, please do not hesitate to speak with me.  I can’t help, if I don’t know there is a problem (
Remember, you can reach me by email at: marsha.cole@vvc.edu or phone at:  760-245-4271 ext. 2776

My IM address is: teacherdeedee@aol.com

My on-campus office hours are:


Tuesdays:  8:00 – 9:30AM & 11-12

Thursdays:  8:00 – 9:30AM & 4:30 – 5:30PM

Other days and phone conferences:  by appointment
I have a busy family and out of fairness to them, I try to refrain from checking emails on the weekends.  However, I must admit that from time to time I do check in to see how things are going(.  If it is a weekend and you have a question, please email me.  I cannot guarantee that you will hear back before Monday, but it is worth a try.
Outline of Assignments & Grading Policy

(See the course schedule on the last page for assignment due dates)

1.  In Class Activities (approximately 20@10 points each) (200 points):  Each week students will be assigned two or three discussion topics/tasks to work on in small groups.  Each week’s activities will be worth 10 points.  Missed in class activities cannot be made up.  
2.  Thinking About Me Paper (50 Points)   In this paper, you will follow a very specific format to reflect upon and analyze your own life experiences based upon course concepts.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.

3.  Ethnic Interview Paper (50 points):    In this paper you will conduct an interview with an individual, couple or family who are of a different ethnicity than yourself.  You will summarize and reflect upon the findings of this interview – connecting these findings to what you have learned in class.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.
4.  Compare & Contrast Paper (50 Points):  In this paper you will compare/contrast the socialization processes and outcomes of your own socialization to the socialization of the individual(s) that you interviewed for the Ethnic Interview Paper.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.
5.  Annotated Bibliographies (two of them) (50 points each = 100 points): Students will conduct research about a specific child, family or community issue or crisis.  Research findings will be presented in the form of two different annotated bibliographies. A detailed handout will be provided in class.
6.  Community Agency Resource List (2 @ 50 points each = 100 points).  For each of the two issue or crisis situation researched in the annotated bibliography assignment, students will compile a list of community resources and agencies.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.
7.  Presentation of Research Findings and Resources (50 points).  Student will share with the class the findings of their research.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.

7.  Exams (400 points): There will be a total of 4 chapter exams (100 points each).  The materials for exams will be taken from supplemental lectures, the text, and any other handouts given by the instructor.    All exams are open book and take home.  Study guides will be handed out in class.
Grading Scale (1000 points possible)
A =
90%
 900 and above


In Class Activities 


 20%
B = 
80%
 800 – 899



Exams 




 40%
C = 
70%
 700 - 799



Thinking about Me Paper
  
  5%
D = 
60%
 600 – 699
  


Ethnic Interview


  5%
F = 
599 and below




Compare/Contrast Paper

  5%







Annotated Bibliographies (2)
 
 10%







Agency Lists (2)


 10%







Presentation of Research

   5%
1

