VICTOR VALLEY COLLEGE SYLLABUS

Fall 2011 (August 29 – December 15)
Child Development 150:  Introduction to Curriculum
Instructor:  DeeDee Cole


Course No.: CHDV 150
Course Title:
Intro to Curriculum

Units: 3
Section No:  37286
Class Hours:
Thursdays 11:20AM – 2:30 PM
Section No: 37287    Class Hours:   Wednesdays 5:30 – 8:40 PM
Instructor Name:  DeeDee Cole  

Location:  Building 12 Room 5
Office No: 760-245-4271 Ext. 2776   
 If Very, Very URGENT:  909-239-0902
   (No calls after 8 PM)

marsha.cole@vvc.edu or teacherdeedee@aol.com



WITHDRAWAL POLICY
Last day to withdraw from a 16-week class

and receive a “W” is October 13, 2011.
No Class:

November 24, 2011 No Class

Thanksgiving Holiday
STATEMENT OF ACCESS: Students with special needs are encouraged to meet with instructors to discuss the opportunity for academic accommodation and be referred to disabled student program and services per Administrative Procedure (AP 3440)
Visit Victor Valley College online at www.vvc.edu

Prerequisites:  While there is no “prerequisite” for this course, it is HIGHLY ADVISED for students to complete English 50 or be eligible for English 101 before taking this course.  
Textbook:   Bullard, Julie (2010). Creating Environments for Learning:  Birth to Age Eight (1st  edition).  ISBN# 978-0-13-158579-9.
Course Description: The study and application of curriculum design principles for early childhood educational programs. Course includes planning and evaluating developmentally appropriate activities and experiences that promote physical cognitive, creative, social and emotional growth in children. Planning a comprehensive unit of study is also included.
Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course the student can:

1. Apply an understanding of children’s learning and development, and knowledge of key content to design and evaluate curriculum.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the teacher’s role in evaluating best and promising practices with consideration for the various impacts on children’s learning and development.  
3. Design curriculum for young children to support play and learning using developmental, inclusive and anti-bias principles.
	Cour

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:
1.  Identify and evaluate the components of a developmentally appropriate philosophy and creative environment for children such as: process vs. product, praise and encouragement, role of the teacher, child guidance and aesthetics.

2.  Differentiate and facilitate an environment conducive to a child’s self-exploration and discovery through manipulation of creative materials.

3.  Define the role of the teacher as a facilitator of children’s active learning.

4.  Identify and examine stages of creative growth and developmental abilities of children as they pertain to specific areas of the curriculum such as art, literature, music, movement, math, and science.

5.  Compose learning objectives for developmental goals that include conditions of performance, behavior and level of performance.

6.  Apply principles of human development theories, including play, as a vehicle for learning.

7.  Design, prepare, present and evaluate creative, thematic, developmentally appropriate experiences in curriculum areas of art, literature, music, movement, math and science.

8. Plan and create a weekly block lesson plan.



Expectations of Students
Participation:  Each student will be expected to complete assigned readings which may be taken from text assignments, articles, and website links.  Students must also participate in weekly group discussions/activities.  
Important – Do This Right Away:  Log in to the class site on Blackboard (bboc.vvc.edu), go to the “My Places” tab at the very, very top of the course home page.  Click on personal information and double check that your email address and other contact information is correct.  This is VERY important.  If you do not have the correct email listed on Blackboard, I cannot contact you.  You will miss important announcements from your instructor. 
Attendance: Students must participate in all aspects of this course (quizzes, discussions, assignments) to be considered attending the class regularly.  If a student chooses to minimally participate, for instance, only doing the written assignments and not attending class; the instructor reserves the right to drop the student for non-attendance.   If a student must discontinue attending this class for any reason, it is his/her responsibility to contact the instructor and the Registrar’s Office on campus to withdraw from the course.
College Attendance Policy: (Class attendance is not a measure of performance or proficiency.  Whether a student is just physically present in the class is not a valid basis for grading.  Reference Title 5 Section 55002 of the California Code of Regulations: (A) Grading Policy.  The course provides for measurement of student performance in terms of stated course objectives and culminates in a formal, permanently recorded grade based upon uniform standards in accordance with section 55758 of this Division. The grade is based on demonstrated proficiency in the subject matter and the ability to demonstrate that proficiency, at least in part, by means of written expression that may include essays, or, in courses where the curriculum committee deems them to be appropriate, by problem solving exercises or skills demonstrations by students.)
College Level Work is Expected.  Remember…This is a college level course.  As such, students are expected to produce college-level work.  Characteristics of college level work include:  1) having the correct headings with students name, class section, etc., 2) assignments that are typed, 3) proof-read and reasonably free of grammatical errors, 4) meeting all assignment objectives, and 5) being turned in on time.  
Please remember that one of the goals of this class is to prepare students to be successful professionals in the field of Early Childhood Education.  Part of having this successful image is to produce work that is neat, legible, coherent, and grammatically correct.  To allow anything less, is to improperly prepare students for their upcoming careers.

Plagiarism and Dishonesty:  Plagiarism (Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition 1996) “ To steal and pass off (ideas or words of another) as one’s own; to use without crediting the source; to commit literal theft; to present as new and original and idea or product from an existing source.”  A student who plagiarizes and uses a portion of a source or its entirety off the internet or from another source or person will receive an “F” on the assignment.  If there are any questions as to whether the student wrote the assignment, the instructor has the right to ask for “supporting materials” such as notes, research materials, internet source pages, etc.  This will be necessary to prove or disprove the originality of the student written assignment.  Think about how you would feel if someone borrowed one of your course papers or ideas and used it with their name on it in another class…..

If you must drop the class, be sure to drop with admissions prior to the deadline (see campus schedule or contact admissions for dates).  If you do not drop before the deadline, I have no choice but to give you a grade based on whatever work you have completed.  
Final note:  please do not hesitate to contact the instructor ASAP if you are having trouble in this class.  Do not wait!  If you are having difficulties, the instructor can’t help, if she is not aware of what is going on.  If you are unclear as to why you are receiving a certain grade or point total, contact the instructor and she will be happy to clarify.

What You Can Expect From Me

Preparedness:  Just as I expect my students to show up in class having read the assigned readings, having completed any assignments, and ready to participate and learn; I too, will do my best to show up prepared for a great learning experience.  I will do my best to present the course concepts in ways that are interesting, relevant and of course FUN!

Development of a Classroom Community:  I am sure you have heard the old saying that “two heads are better than one”.  I am a firm believer in collaborative learning.  We have a diverse group of students in our classroom with diverse experiences and interests.  I will do my best to set up a classroom environment that everyone can find relevant.  I will also do my best to set up an environment where individuals can feel comfortable sharing their ideas and exploring their interests. When a course is interesting, the material is relevant to a student’s educational goals, and students feel comfortable participating; students are more likely to become engaged in the learning process. 
Feedback:  As a student myself, I realize how important quality feedback is to students.  Thus, I will do my best to provide feedback on your assignments that will allow you to grow as a student and early childhood professional.  If at any time, you desire more specific feedback; please do not hesitate to ask.
Grading:  I realize that many students work hard on their assignments and are anxious to find out how they have done.  As such, I will grade and return assignments within one week of their due date.  You may keep track of your grades by logging into the course site on Blackboard.
Meeting with the Instructor: 

I welcome the opportunity to meet with students to discuss this class, future plans in the field of early childhood education, or any other issues that may affect your educational performance.
If you are having any difficulties with this class, please do not hesitate to speak with me.  I can’t help, if I don’t know there is a problem (
Remember, you can reach me by email at: marsha.cole@vvc.edu or phone at:  760-245-4271 ext. 2776

My IM address is: teacherdeedee@aol.com

My on-campus office hours are:


Tuesdays:  8:00 – 9:30AM & 11-12

Thursdays:  8:00 – 9:30AM & 4:30 – 5:30PM

Other days and phone conferences:  by appointment

I have a busy family and out of fairness to them, I try to refrain from checking emails and working on the weekends.  However, I must admit that from time to time I do check my emails(.  If it is a weekend and you have a question, please email me.  I cannot guarantee that you will hear back before Monday, but it is worth a try.
Outline of Assignments & Grading Policy

(See the course schedule for assignment due dates)

1.  In Class Activities (13 @10 points each/2 @ 15 Points) (160 points):  Each week students will be assigned two or three discussion topics/tasks to work on in small groups.  Each week’s activities will be worth 10 points.  Due to the fact that these are “group” activities, missed in class activities cannot be made up.
2.  Small Group Curriculum Area Workshops (50 points):  Students will work in small groups to develop a mini workshop and sample activity on one of the following curriculum areas:  math, science, social studies, language literacy, or music/movement.  Which curriculum area the group receives will be determined by a drawing.  A detailed handout will be provided in class.
3.  Thematic Unit & Presentation (500 points)

Students will create a “thematic unit.  This curriculum will center on a theme of the students choosing.  Curriculum projects will be linked to early childhood best practices and theoretical concepts.  Students will present their curriculum project to the class. Students will receive a packet with lots of information and handouts for this project.
4.  Early Childhood Classroom Observation (100 Points): Students will observe an early childhood setting to identify curriculum areas.  A handout will be provided in class.
5.  Early Childhood Teacher Observation (100 Points):  Students will observe an early childhood teacher at work in an early childhood setting to identify theories being applied and analyze teacher-child interactions.  A handout will be provided in class.
Note about Observations and Confidentiality:  All discussions and observations at your early childhood settings in relation to children, families, staff, and visitors are confidential.  You must refrain from sharing any information relating to these discussions/observations outside of this course.  In your discussions in class and in your observation documentation you are permitted to use FIRST names only.  Please respect and abide by this policy and those policies of your observation site.  Any students who break this confidentiality agreement will receive a grade of zero for that assignment.
6.  Small Group Activity Presentation (50 Points):  Students will work in small groups to develop an early childhood learning activity to present in class.  Students will be given some time in class to work on this activity.  A handout will be provided in class.
7.  Chapter Quizzes:  19 @ 10 Points Each (190 Points): Students will take a quiz on each chapter.  These chapter quizzes are made up of a combination of multiple choice and short answer essay questions.  The quizzes are open book and taken online through the course blackboard site.  If a student does not have access to a computer at home, the quizzes may be taken at the VVC computer lab.  
Grading Scale (1150 points possible)
A =
90%
 1035 and above


In Class Activities 


  13%
B = 
80%
 920 - 1034



Small Group Activity Presentation
    4%

C =
70%
 805 - 919



Small Group Curriculum Workshop
    4%
D = 
60%
 690 - 804



Classroom Observation
  
    9%
F = 
689 and below




Teacher Observation
 

    9%







Chapter Quizzes

 
  16%







Thematic Unit &Presentation  
  45%
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