
Summary Description and Stages of the Creation and Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

The Student Learning Outcomes Steering Committee, a campus-wide committee, was formed in 2003, and approved by the College Assembly on December 7, 2004 (College Assembly Minutes).  The Student Learning Outcomes Steering Committee provides leadership to promote collaboration across the institution, and serves as an aid to building shared knowledge and responsibility for student learning outcomes. The goal of the Student Learning Outcome Steering Committee is to increase the institutional capacity to develop and implement student learning outcomes campus-wide to better serve students. The dialogue regarding student learning outcomes has taken place at the following meetings, klatches, forums, and workshops:

· Accreditation Steering        Committee 

· Accreditation Standard IIB – Student Support Services 

· Coffee and Pizza Klatches

· College Assembly  

· Counseling 

· Curriculum Committee

· Faculty Senate 

· Faculty Senate Learning Assessment Committee

· Master Plan Committee

· Open Forums on January 29, 2004, April 28, 2004, November 8, 2004.

· Program Review Committee 

· Student Learning Outcomes Steering Committee   

· Town Hall Meeting – Learning Organization

As part of the College’s evaluation and planning process, the Student Learning Outcomes Steering Committee is working with the Counseling Department, the Faculty Senate, the Master Plan Committee, the Program Review Committee and others to obtain input regarding the core student learning outcomes at the degree level and the Student Learning Outcomes Component of the Master Plan. The campus-wide approach includes the roles and involvement of the Board of Trustees, classified staff, faculty, management, and students. The Student Learning Outcomes Component of the Master Plan includes the roles and responsibilities that different college units, committees, and groups play in directly or indirectly supporting student learning.  

As part of the College’s evaluation and planning process, the Student Learning Outcomes Component of the Master Plan is being conducted in stages that includes the planning stage, integration stage, implementation stage, and evaluation and re-evaluation stage.  The Student Learning Outcomes Component of the Master Plan calls for, but is not limited to, the following:  

· Planning Stage - Assess the campus culture, develop, gather evidence, and increase the institutional capacity for dialogue.

· Use the mission statement as the overarching guide to support student learning outcomes.

· Identify Core Competencies for planned Student Learning Outcomes for the associate degree.

· Develop venues for college-wide training regarding student learning outcomes. 

· Integration Stages- reorientation of college processes to support student learning, such as the evaluation, planning, research, and resource allocation process, and decision-making processes.

· Extend accomplishments in using student learning outcomes to all courses, programs, and degrees.

· Develop research and analysis capacities that are meaningful, measure learning, and are understood by the campus community.

· Develop strategies for disseminating and presenting the data about student learning outcomes so that individuals can understand the results of the institutional efforts and use these results for institutional improvement.

· Develop a culture of assessment and a culture that supports institutional learning.  

· Implementation Stage

· Evaluation Stage, Reevaluation of process.

Student Services has identified student learning outcomes in Extended Opportunity Program and Services, Disabled Students Program and Services, Financial Aid, and Counseling as indicated in Standard IIB.  The tutoring staff has implemented a procedure needed to assess student learning outcomes.  The Institutional Research website includes information about the student learning outcomes that have been identified to date.

In addition, the Faculty Senate has a Learning Assessment Committee working on student learning outcomes at the course and program level.
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