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Environmental Health and Safety Committee 
January 9, 2019 – 9:00 a.m. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         
Present: Leonard Knight, Robert Sewell, Frederick Board, Diane Wollan, Mitzi Cisneros 
  
Absent:  Steve Dwiggins, Najah Williams, Rochelle Aldridge, Chris Shelby,  
Hamid Edgyahi, Christi Myers, Dan Rowland, Virginia Moran   
 
Recorder:  Violet Topete  
 
Call to Order: 9:10 a.m.  

Agenda items:  

I. Review of the Minutes of 10/10/18 and 11/7/18 – MSC: R. Sewell / F. Board- Tentative 

approval of minutes pending quorum at next meeting.  

II. Emergency Preparedness 

Mass Notification System – Chief reported that there are building speakers as well as 

external speakers on campus, we have the rave system and Alertus.  Over the break, the 

eight major templates were integrated.  When a text message is sent out, it also goes to 

Alertus, the display panel and it allows up to 200 characters on the display message.  We 

have the ability to send the alerts right from a cell phone now, not like before when there 

was an emergency we had to scramble for a computer and social media would beat us 

and they worry everyone.  Faculty was getting notices from their students and were not 

getting the right information.   Fred asked if something was to happen right now, could the 

message be created and illustrated on the display board right away.  Chief confirms, yes, 

we have the ability to do that now.  Chief informs that this committee was the driver of 

getting the mass notification system in place after so many years.   The piece that we are 

waiting to enhance is when people call the 2555 line; if someone calls that line and it is an 

Violeta.Topete
Typewritten Text
APPROVED 2/6/2019

Violeta.Topete
Typewritten Text

Violeta.Topete
Typewritten Text



 
 

2 

emergency, the officer will be able to initiate the emergency alert right from that call.  We 

are still waiting for the software on that; our phones are out of date.   What’s next for this 

committee, what we need to bring back to the table is to recommend the security cameras 

on campus.   That’s how most crimes are identified now.   Diane Wollan asked if we have 

an estimated cost of what the cameras would cost.   Chief recommends getting some 

quotes and recommending a plan for the college to budget for this throughout a period of 

time in several phases.   Fred informs that the maintenance crews are often on campus 

and they have their radios on, he asked if they report something on the radio, how long 

would it take campus police to get that notification.   Chief, suggested that the channel be 

changed to BEC and that’s how campus police can respond.  Maintenance crews are on 

channel 1.   Police can hear the activity but for a response, the channel should be on 

BEC.  Chief reported that campus police will be the ones to arrive much sooner than any 

other station (i.e. sheriff, etc.).  We have the quickest response on campus than you can 

have in any other city, any other city response time is about 8 minutes.    

Chief reported that he will be conducting public safety forums.  In addition, training will be 

provided on how to use the mass notification system.   

III. Committee Organization– It is up to the committee to decide if Chief remains the chair or 

if someone else should be appointed chair.    This item will be brought back to the next 

meeting.   

IV. Roundtable –    

Fred- Asked if the ADA issues we have had have been addressed.  Cathy Ekpo has been 

added to this committee.   Robert informed that one of the main concerns is with the 

elevators going out and lower campus to access upper campus.   Chief will bring that 

discussion back and will reach out to Cathy Ekpo.   

Robert- Reminds the committee about the meet and greet of the new president is today 
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from 10am-12pm.  Update from Steve Garcia regarding the One Stop is to have staff 

moved into the new building for Spring 2020.   

Mitzi Cisneros- Parking is still an issue.  Will there be more parking added?   Chief 

reported that more parking will open up with the One Stop building.    

Diane- Asked for status of the mental health professional with the county. Chief reported 

that the MOU was signed and it was approved. Chief spoke with Dr. Walden about it.  We 

need to provide them a room, a computer and a locking filing cabinet, once those 

provisions of the MOU are met, they can start here.  It is a great program, if they cannot 

help the student, they will refer them out.   They will be here Monday-Friday.    

Diane also asked about status of the ALICE training for the staff?   Chief reported that it is 

in the works to have the training on the next College Day.   

Adjourn – 10:05 a.m. 

Next regular meeting scheduled February 6, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.  

 




