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The Sun Is Up 
By Lorena Lemos 

Reporter 

 “Regardless of which side 
you were on in the election, 
regardless of whether your 
candidate won or lost, the sun 
would come up in the morn-
ing. And that is one bit of 

prognosticating that actually 
came true. The sun is up,” 
Obama remarks the day after 
Election Day.  The results 
came in on November 9, 2016 
announcing the newly elected 
president, Donald Trump (R). 
With the help of the Electoral 
Colleges, Donald Trump won 

the election with 290 electoral 
votes compared to Clinton’s 
228. However, Trump did not 
win the popular vote. Clinton 
was able to gather more voters 
than trump, winning the popu-
lar vote with 60,981,118 votes 
compared to Trump's 
60,350,241. Nevertheless, our 
government has set up a de-
mocracy in which the popular 
vote does not win an election, 
the electoral vote is what ulti-
mately determines who will be 
president. 
Although this is not the first 
time in history that the elec-
toral vote has not correlated 
with the popular vote, it may 
be the first time that it has 
truly angered the American 
people. However, people still  
 
Continued on page 2... 

Here’s a Proposition for Ya’ 
By Randy Noxon 

Features Editor 

 The election cycle for 2016 
was a busy one for ballot initi-
atives, as Californians voted 
on 17 propositions—the most 
to appear on the state's ballot 
in 16 years. The propositions 
featured a wide range of is-
sues, from marijuana legaliza-
tion, to gun control, and 
healthcare and drug prices. 12 
of the 17 propositions, 51, 52, 
54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 63, 64, 
66, and 67, were approved by 
California’s voters. Now that 
the propositions have passed, 

many Californians are still 
unaware of how some of these 
new laws will impact their 
daily lives.  
 For example, the ballot 
initiative that has caught most 
Californians off guard is Prop 
67, which made California the 
first state in the country to ban 

single-use plastic grocery 
bags. The proposition also 
requires large retailers to 
charge at least a dime for recy-
cled paper bags and reusable 
bags. Victorville resident Cin-
dy Brobeck was quoted in the 
Daily Press saying, “We 
weren’t even given fair 
warning that it would be 
effective immediately.” To 
avoid being charged, shoppers 
are encouraged to bring their 
own reuseable bags that most 
of the time can be purchased 
for about a dollar or less at  
 
Continued on page 3... 
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Sports Editor 
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 The US Marine Corps Re-
serve Toys for Tots Program is 
a non-profit charity that assists 
over 700 communities in all 
50 States. And Barstow CA is 
the location for the distribution 
of joy and toys for children in 
the High Desert.  
 Toys for Tots receives 
donations of new and un-
wrapped toys during the 
months of October through 
December at designated drop 
off areas. Although the main 
station is located in Barstow, 
the drop off locations are all 
over the High Desert; Adelan-
to, Barstow, Hesperia, Oak 
Hills, Phelan, Victorville, and 
Rancho Cucamonga. “The 
primary goal of Toys for Tots 

is to deliver, through a new 
toy at Christmas, a message of 
hope to less fortunate young-
sters that will assist them in 
becoming responsible, produc-
tive, patriotic citizens,” ac-
cording to the Toys for Tots 
Mission Statement. 
 Families in need of the 
Toys for Tots you can request  
 
Continued on page 4... 
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golf tournaments, foot races, 
bicycle races and other events. 
 As well as raising aware-
ness, these events also increas-
es toys and monetary dona-
tions. 
 Toys for Tots also works 
together with many corporate 
sponsors to increase public 
information and education 
programs. For example, UPS 
has donated hundreds of books 
to Toys for Tots to help in-

crease literacy throughout the 
program. If you would like to 
help out with the Toys for Tots 
Program, you can donate toys, 
monetary assistance, or volun-
teer work through transporta-
tion, storage, warehouses, and 
more. For more information, 
visit their website at 
www.toysfortots.org 

Center. The college would be 
eligible for over $90 million of 
additional funds for the im-
provement of classrooms and 
labs, and is one of the only 
Public Safety Training Centers 
in Southern California. Oleson 
calls it, 
“The gem 
of the High 
Desert.” 
 There 
are refresh-
er courses 
for profes-
sionals al-
ready work-
ing that 
need recer-
tification 
every two 
years. The Biddle test,  a test 
for the qualification to fire 
department, called is given for 
the certificate for the physical 
agility. There are no general 
ed classes yet. “It's a mecca of 
training for public safety” said 
David Oleson “There are pub-
lic safety training centers but 

this is the only one with Fire, 
EMS and Law Enforcement 
together.” Jerry Modlin, a 
part time instructor for the 
EMS program and a full time 
firefighter for Apple Valley 
said “Starting in January a 

new class will be added, ac-
cording to a fire shift sched-
ule.”  
 There were volunteers 
that simulated injuries and 
crimes for the students to 
practice. Maddox Dena, 7, 
simulated a skateboarding 
injury and paramedics were 
assisting him. Dena’s father is 
in the Paramedic program. 
Joey Rivera, simulated a 
drunk and disorderly man. 
Rivera is in the EMT program 
and will be finish the program 
in December. While being 
taken away to jail he said, 
“Don’t give up”. There were 
over 200 onlookers and spec-
tators at the event, it was a 
fun time for all, as one spec-
tators was walking by he said, 
“it was really cool!” 

Sun is Up from page 1 
 
fear that the election was 
rigged. Megan Curtis, a 22 
year old VVC student, be-
lieves that large scale voter 
fraud occurred and that is why 
Hillary ended up winning the 
popular vote. Curtis men-
tioned, “I honestly think the 
election was rigged for Hillary 
to win, that’s why everyone 
was so surprised when Trump 
won.” She believes a lot of 
those who voted for Hillary 
were illegals committing voter 
fraud by casting a vote in the 

first place. Nonetheless, there 
is no proof of large scale voter 
fraud committed by illegals. 
Much of the rumors of fraud 
came from Trump himself 
during his rallies with no sta-
tistical backing. 
As soon as the results of the 
presidential elect came in, 
mass protests erupted through-
out the nation in major cities 
like Los Angeles and New 
York. Protesters have been 
chanting things such as, 
“Donald Trump go away. Rac-
ist, sexist, anti-gay,” and “Not 
My President.” With a clear 
divide of the nation many 
leaders have spoken up to in-
sist that the nation must come 
together and unite under presi-
dent elect Trump. President 
Obama even claimed, “We are 
now all rooting for his success 
in uniting and leading the 
country,” in an attempt to have 
a peaceful transition of power 
that has been a set legacy of 
our democracy. The protests 
have remained relatively 
peaceful so far, but many are 
anxious to see if that’s the case 
come inauguration day.  
 

Hope from page 1 
 
toys for children through the 
Program. There has been a 
change to requesting toys for 
this year, “The only way to 
register this year is through the 
official website, please DO 
NOT email toy requests.” 
 To help promote this com-
munity centered movement, 
Toys for Tots holds activities  
throughout the year such as 

 On November 17, the bi-
annual drill event took place in 
Apple Valley. “This is a live 
training to simulate a day in 
the life of a Paramedic, EMT, 
Firefighter or Police Officer 
held and open to the public at 
the site,” The director of the 
Emergency Medical Services 
Department, David Oleson 
said. There were car and build-
ing fires, helicopters, fire 
trucks, police cars, and ambu-
lances.  
 In the spring of 2013, the 
Victor Valley College Region-
al Public Safety Training Cen-
ter opened to Victor Valley 
College students who are tak-
ing courses for Firefighters, 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians, Corrections Officers, 
and Law Enforcement Offic-
ers.  In the 2008 Proposition 
46 was approved by the voters 
of the High Desert to establish 
the Public Safety Training 

This Is Only a Drill 
By Barbara Tevis 

Reporter 
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most retailers. 
 Another recently approved 
proposition, Prop 56, which 
adds $2 to the current 87 cents
-a-pack state tax on cigarettes, 
will also heavily tax the previ-
ously untaxed electronic ciga-
rettes. The now voter ap-
proved tax will go into effect 

on April 1, 2017. California 
voters have not approved rais-
ing cigarette taxes since 1998. 
The state ranks 37th in the 
country on per-pack taxes, 

according to Campaign for 
Tobacco-Free Kids, an advo-
cacy group that estimates that 
every 10 percent increase in 
cigarette prices can lead to as 
much as a 5 percent decline in 
cigarette consumption. 
 The most controversial 
approved initiative on the bal-
lot is Prop 64, which legalizes 
the recreational use of mariju-

ana for adults over 
21 years of age. 
However, before 
lighting up a joint to 
celebrate, there are 
some things to be 
aware of. What is 
now legal under Prop 
64 is: an individual 
can now consume 
marijuana at home. 

An individual can carry, give 
away, or accept free of charge 
up to an ounce of flowers or 
up to 8 grams of concentrated 
cannabis. An individual is 

allowed to grow 
up to six pot plants 
per home, 
provided the 
plants are out of 
public view and 
locked. An 
individual can also 
petition to have 
criminal records or 
jail sentences 
changed, with some felonies 
being converted to 
misdemeanors and some 
misdemeanors or infractions 
made legal.  
 What remains illegal under 
Prop 64 is: smoking weed on 
the street or in a bar, since 
public consumption is banned. 
For now, buying or selling 
recreational cannabis is still 
prohibited as licensed shops 
will not open for another year. 
Anyone who does not have a 
doctor’s recommendation and 
wants to get cannabis legally 

of the contest.  
 Although the speeches 
were comprised of the same 
topics, all of the speeches were 
unique. For example, Jenn 
Kurcz, a student preparing to 
graduate from VVC, shaped 
her entire speech around fire. 
She used her experience of 
being a fire tech student to her 

 The Victor Valley Com-
munity College speech con-
test, sponsored by the Com-
munication Studies Depart-
ment and ASB department, 
took place on Thursday, De-
cember 1st. A crowd of ap-
proximately 70 people, includ-
ing faculty/staff, students, and 
family members gathered in 
the Student Activities Center 
to hear what thirteen students 
had to say about their educa-
tional journey at VVC.  
 The speeches varied in 
topics. They ranged from edu-
cational programs that made 
an impact on them, to their 
favorite professor who gave 
them a new insight on their 
educational careers. All of the 
speakers showed an applaude-
ble amount of confidence and 
dictation considering the set-
ting had noticeable ambient 
noise throughout the duration 

advantage by comparing her 
drive for a successful educa-
tion, to fuel needed to light a 
fire. She spoke, “I will never 
run out of fuel here at Victor 
Valley College,” personifying 
how dedicated she is to learn-
ing.  
 Another student, Leslie 
Leach spoke about how VVC 

needs to either wait until their 
homegrown supply is ready, or 
get an ounce (or less) for free 
from another adult. Consum-
ing in a vehicle or getting high 
and driving is also prohibited. 
Drugged driving laws still 
apply and, as with alcohol, it is 
not legal to have an open con-
tainer of pot in a car. Going to 
work high is also prohibited. 
Employers can still enforce 
their own drug policies, in-
cluding firing workers who 
test positive for weed. 
  

helped her find the strength to 
overcome domestic abuse. 
“My education was worth al-
most dying for,” were the last 
words of her speech that left a 
room full of people sympathiz-
ing with tears in their eyes. 
Even though all of the speech-
es met the required criteria, 
only one person could win the 
grand prize. After the last 
speech was given from Court-
ney LeMay, the judges sitting 
in the back of the room scur-
ried to tally up their scores and 
select the winner. 
 According to the 
scoresheet, the speeches were 
judged based on: delivery 
style, eye contact, vocal clari-
ty, effectiveness of message 
and audience engagement. The 
scores for each category 
ranged from 1-poor to 5-
excellent. Furthermore, the 
judges were also looking to 
make sure the students stayed  
 
Continued on page 4... 

The Voices of VVC 
By Lorena Lemos 

Reporter 

(Picture of all 13 participants) 
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By Diallo “Markus” Kahin 
Reporter 

 American Sign Language 
is one of the three foreign lan-
guage options currently availa-
ble to VVC students. Courses 
include ASL 1-4, Finger-
spelling, and Introduction to 
Interpreting. Returning to the 
VVC campus is ASL Club. 
Rhiannon Aragues, professor, 
and co-advisor to the ASL 
Club said, ‘classes have stead-
ily increased in popularity 
over time.” When students 
were asked about what foreign 
language they would most be 
interested in taking, almost all 
mentioned ASL as a top 
choice. As of now there are 
only two ASL professors at 
VVC, the aforementioned pro-
fessor Aragues, and professor 

Deborah Chesser. While land-
ing a roster spot in of these 
classes may be increasing in 
difficulty, ASL Club would be 
happy to have you. ASL Club 
Vice President Shanelle 
Pishchanetskiy said “We want 
the ASL Club to grow and 
really show everyone what 
American Sign Language is 
capable of. Even if a person is 
interested in learning the sim-
plest sign, they are interested.” 
 The most intriguing of the 
clubs new ideas is the “Baby 
Steps Program” designed to 
encourage anyone who wants 
to learn sign to meet with an 
ASL student and members of 
deaf groups on campus.  
The club is fairly new and 
while their goals are vast and 
not rigidly mapped out, the 
overall goal is to get more 

students to engage and learn 
about the Deaf Community, 
while also respecting that 
communities privacy and 
wishes. When speaking with 
those associated with ASL 
Club you get the feeling that 
know one is trying to appro-
priate an already rich and spir-
ited culture. They simply hope 
to work with and maybe team 
up with associations like The 
High Desert Association Of 
The Deaf. This is a club that 
hopes to stay and make a last-
ing impact at VVC. According 
to Shanelle, “There’s much 
more we want to achieve as a 
group and we look forward to 
to being able to continue our 
projects in the years to come.” 

Don’t wait until New Years to 
make the change your body 
needs.” 
You do not have to go out and 
get a personal trainer to stay 
on track. If you do not eat eve-
rything you see, get up, and 
move a little, holiday weight 
will not be an issue for you. 
Even if you do cave and binge 
eat a pumpkin pie, it’s okay, 
just run a little further or sub-
stitute your next dessert for a 
healthier option. The holidays 
are meant to be enjoyable but 
are you going to enjoy seeing 
your pant size go up? Think 
about it.  

 Staying fit is usually found 
to be the hardest during the 
winter. Although it is a normal 
thing to gain weight during the 
months of November and De-
cember, you do not have to 
fall into the holiday weight 
curse. Finding the motivation 
to stay on track and control 
your eating is the key to allow-
ing your jeans to button, with-
out sucking it in, when the 
New Year starts.   
The holidays are for getting 
together with loved ones and 
enjoying everyone’s company, 
but the problem is all the 
amazing food. Food like bread 
rolls, chips, soda and mouth-
watering desserts are always a 
temptation. A couple of ways 
to avoid overeating at gather-
ings, according to Active.com 
is to eat something small and 

enjoyable before the party, 
do not drink too much alco-
hol, and try not to physically 
stand around the food. Little 
adjustments like these can 
make huge differences with-
out even realizing it. 
VVC football player and 
workout fanatic, Gabriel 
Armendariz, gave quite a few 
pointers on how to keep that 
beach body ready. No gym? 
No problem. Bodyweight ex-
ercises like push-ups, sit-ups, 
pull-ups, air squats and planks 
will be perfect to stay toned 
and avoid major weight gain. 
If you are able to walk or run 
around your block once or 
twice, it is only going to help 
you lose weight, make your 
heart healthy and strong. Ga-
briel is not a fan of excuses 
when it comes to working out 
and he states, “Find the time 
and motivation to workout. 

Get Moving During The Holidays 
By Randi Dominguez 

Reporter 

Voices from page 3 
 
within the specified time 
range of three to five minutes. 
If a student went under or 
over their time, they were 
penalized with a deduction of 
three points from their overall 
score. 
 With the decision in from 
the judges, Jacqueline Augus-
tine Director and Chair of the 
Communications Department, 
gathered a stack of folders, 
walked on stage and began to 
call out the names of the 
speakers. One by one she 
handed them a folder and a 
ten dollar gift card from Star-
bucks congratulating them, as 
well as thanking them for 
their participation in the con-
test. After announcing nine 
names, the final four folders 
made their way up to the 
stage. In fourth place was 
Anthony Sellers, a second 
year Computer Science ma-
jor. In third, Nicole Edlauer, 
the youngest person to ever 
complete the Aviation Pro-
gram at VVC. In second, Da-
kota Brooks, an enthusiastic 
speech giver majoring in Ag-
riculture.  
 Last but not least, the first 
place award went to 17 year 
old high school and college 
student, Ruth Morgan. The 
speakers did a fantastic job 
reminding everyone just how 
great Victor Valley College 
is. It doesn't matter who you 
are or where you came from, 
VVC can change your life for 
the better. 

(Picture of winner Ruth Morgan 
presenting her speech) 
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 On November 19th, the 
first annual Christmas fund-
raiser for the Hi-Dad (Hi-
Desert Association of Deaf) 
was held in Apple Valley at 
Cadillac Ranch Saloon.  This 
organization has helped deaf 
children within the high desert 
for over 20 years. This year, 
they wanted to do something 
very special for the kids and 
the adults and determined a 
fundraiser was needed.  
The Hi-Dad sold cake pops, 
cookies, and lunch combos to 
raise funds. All proceeds went 

First Annual Christmas Fundraiser for the Deaf  
to the children’s Christmas 
party that was held on Satur-
day, December 3, at Church of 
Whosoever located at 18628 
Seneca Road, Apple Valley. 
Hi-DAD welcomed deaf chil-
dren and children of deaf 
adults the event. The party 
included entertainment, free 
refreshments, a Christmas tree, 
raffle drawings, Christmas 
stocking giveaways, and a 
signing Santa. The admission 
was free.  
 While at the fundraiser, 
Ellison and other Hi-DAD 
club members wanted to say 
something for the deaf com-
munity of the high desert and 

By Deborah Foreyt 
Reporter 

express how they felt. “I 
would like to see more Hi-
DAD, to see more deaf people 
up here in the high desert. I 
was told that there is about 
over 800 deaf people here in 
the High Desert from here in 
Apple Valley, Victorville, 
Barstow and Phelan.”  Marcy 
Hermatz-Woodard, Hi-DAD 
member explained “I would 
like to see the hearing and the 
deaf to be the same with no 
barriers and not to be afraid of 
the deaf population.  We are 
just like everyone else just 
with a lack of hearing or com-
munication.” Marsden added 
“I would like to see Hi-DAD 

to be recognized and also 
grow larger in the deaf com-
munity to be expanded in a 
larger area. Have deaf families 
know that we are here for 
them and we can help them as 
well.” After Christmas, the Hi-
DAD is already looking for 
sponsors and volunteers to 
help them with Valentine’s 
Day and festivities to come.   
 

 Janet Reno died at 78 years 
old on November 7, 2016, 
after serving eight years under 
the Clinton administration and 
being the first female United 
States Attorney General. The 
cause of her death was due to 
complications of Parkinson’s 
disease, which she was diag-
nosed with in 1995 (Hulse).  
Janet Reno was born in Miami 
on July 21, 1938. Her parents 
are Henry Oalf Reno and for-
mer Jane Wood. Her father 
changed his last name in 1913 
from Rasmussen to Olaf, after 
coming to the United States 
from Denmark (Hulse). Janet 
had three siblings, Robert, 
Mark and Margaret, they all 
lived at the edge of the Ever-
glades.  
 Reno aspired for more, 
after junior high school. She 
traveled to Europe to stay with 
family. After finishing high 
school in Miami and graduated 
Cornell University in the 
1960’s with a degree in chem-
istry. Reno’s ambition and 

intelligence got her into Har-
vard Law School, which she 
graduated from in 1963. Reno 
was “one of a handful of wom-
en in her class of more than 
500.”   
 Reno began working in 
government in 1971. She was 
worked as general counsel for 
the Judiciary Committee of the 
Florida House of Representa-

tives. This “whetted her appe-
tite for public office, and she 
campaigned for a state legisla-
tive seat of her own the next 
year. She lost in an upset to a 
Republican candidate helped 
by the landslide re-election 
victory of President Richard 
M. Nixon” (Hulse). Not even a 
day later Reno accepted a job 
with Richard Gerstein, the 

state attorney for Dade Coun-
ty. She left the prosecutor’s 
officer in 1976, joined Steel 
Hector & Davis firm, a place 
that rejected her when she 
graduated from law school. 
However, in 1978, Reno was 
appointed interim state attor-
ney by Governor Reubin 
Askew, making her the first 
woman to be a state attorney 
in Florida, where she remained 
for five election campaigns.  
 On February 1993, the 
White House formally nomi-
nated Reno to be Attorney 
General. Reno had dealings 
with two very important 
events: “a deadly federal raid 
on the compound of a reli-
gious cult in Waco, Tex., in 
1993, and in 2000 the govern-
ment’s seizing of Elián Gonzá-
lez, a young Cuban refugee 
who was at the center of an 
international custody battle 
and a political tug of 
war” (Hulse). Reno was coura-
geous and steadfast in her 
work as Attorney General. She 
stuck by her morals, made 
tough decisions, and got the 
job done every time.  

Remembering The Life of Janet Reno 
By Bertram Taylor III 

Reporter  
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Getting to Know Your Fellow Rams 

By: Bertram Taylor 
Reporter 

 Jonathan Garcia, a second 
year at Victor Valley Commu-
nity College, aspire to be a 
writer. He is currently taking 
English classes and is prepar-
ing to graduate in spring. He is 
excited to transfer to Califor-
nia State University Long 
Beach. He wants to continue 
his English degree with an 
emphasis in creative writing. 
Garcia said, “I don’t want to 
do the typical things with my 
degree, like being a teacher. I 
want to be writer. I want to be 
the next great Stephen King.” 
Garcia enjoys writing horror 
and thriller stories and hopes 
one day to surpass his idol, 
Stephen King.  
 When asked about his holi-
day experience, Garcia ex-
plained that in his family they 
already have all the Christmas 

decoration up. It is a tradition 
to celebrate Christmas for two 
months rather than just the 
month of December. “It brings 
a lot of cheer to Thanksgiving. 
It’s like Thanksgiving is all 
about the food and buying 
gifts and there isn’t a lot of 
spirit. So my family brings the 
spirit of Christmas into the 
month of November.”  
 Garcia believes that 
Thanksgiving should be more 
than just buying gifts and eat-
ing food;. It should be about 
family and being thankful for 
making it a little bit farther 
each day. This year Garcia got 
to pray before the family ate 
their meal and he said it was 
the longest prayer he ever 
gave. “I have a lot to be thank-
ful for and there’s a lot going 
on in the world right now. We 
need the prayer. 

 Everyone has different 
traditions for the holidays. 
Priscilla Valenzuela, an envi-
ronmental studies major, is 
extremely excited about 
the holidays. Thanksgiving 
at her house is always 
filled with love and lots 
and lots of delicious food. 
Priscilla looks forward to 
the green bean casserole, 
that her parents make to-
gether, every year. She 
states, “I can pretty much 
eat the whole thing by my-
self, and my mom has to 
take it away from me so 
the rest of my family can 
have some.”  
 A Christmas tradition 
for Priscilla is making ta-
males on Christmas Eve 
with her family. “We make 
about 100 tamales every 
year, because we have to 
survive the cold and brutal 
winter” Priscilla said jok-

By: Randi Dominguez 
Reporter 

 Joselyn Garcia is excited 
for Thanksgiving. Her family 
gather at her uncle’s or her 
house to celebrate. One things 
she is looking forward to is the 
food. Like many, she has some 
of the traditional food most 
people have for Thanksgiving; 
turkey, mash potatoes and 
gravy. They also have some-
thing a little different. The 
Garcia family is Hispanic and 
like to include some of their 
Hispanic culture into the food 
they eat, including posole. The 
worm soup is always some-
thing to look forward to during 

ingly. Anxious for Christmas 
to be here already she says, 
“My favorite part about 
Christmas has to be staying in 
my pajamas, drinking hot 
chocolate and watching mov-
ies with my family all day.” 

By: Lorena Lemos 
Reporter 

 Sergio Aseguera, 18 year 
old VVC student, is family 
oriented. Aseguera said, the 
holidays give him a chance to 
spend time with his family and 
loved ones. He enjoys the 
breaks from school and the 
long weekends he gets around 
the holidays. 
 He normally spends the 
holidays at his Aunt’s house, 
with big celebrations on both 

Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. They try to fit in as many 
family activities as possible.  
 Aseguera has a few Holi-
day traditions. Sergio states, 
“Every year we do a Secret 
Santa,” each family member 
will draw a name buy a pre-
sent for that person. “There are 
no limits” as to what they can 
buy. 
 This year, the thriving mu-
sic education major can’t wait 
to show his family up in Kara-
oke. Happy Holidays Sergio!  

 Holidays are associated 
with family time and food 
comas- at least that’s the case 
for Victor Valley College’s 
Dave Hoyla. When asked 
about his holiday traditions, 
Hoyla admits that he delights 
in “spending time with family, 
and making a lot of food.” 
However, the holidays are 
much more than that. Hoyla’s 
family upkeeps the holidays 
with Filipino traditions. 
 The first tradition is tin-
kling. Hoyla explains that tini-
kling is a dance where “two 
people hold bamboo while two 
people dance in between.” The 

By: Lexus David 
Reporter 

dance encourages the family to 
gather in an entertaining at-
mosphere. Additionally, the 
family sings karaoke. Out of 
both activities, Hoyla states 
that his favorite part is when 
the family gathers for karaoke. 
All the activity sparks an ap-
petite which is satisfied by 
traditional dishes like Bihon 
and Lumpia. 
 Hoyla’s friend, Leo Aba-
dilla, clarifies Bihon as a noo-
dle dish and Lumpia as spring 
rolls. Being Filipino himself, 
Abadilla also enthuses about 
the traditions. Both Hoyla and 
Abadilla highlight the im-
portance of family, and the 
enjoyment that surrounds the 
holidays. 

By: Carmen Mejia 
Reporter 

the holidays for the Garcia 
Family. 
 The nursing student is also 
excited for the arrival of 
Christmas. For her, the holiday 
starts a little earlier than usual. 
The Garcia family gathers and 
celebrates three days before 
most people do. Garcia says, 
“There is about 18 people dur-
ing Christmas.” They gather 
together to make and eat tama-
les; a must have for the family. 
In the three days they are all 
together Joslyn enjoys spend-
ing time with her extended 
family. She says, “It’s always 
really loud, but it’s also al-
ways a lot of fun.” 
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 Erika Dornisch is a first 
year student at VVC majoring 
in computer science. Like 
many she is looking forward 
to this holiday season and all 
that it will bring. Dornisch 
stated, “One of my favorite 
family traditions is that every-
one gets new PJ’s on Christ-
mas Eve. My family always 
said we needed to look nice  

for when Santa came.” Dor-
nisch also went on to say, “My 
favorite part of Christmas is 
when my whole family gets 
together, it’s a crack up. We 
all joke around and make fun 
of each other. There isn’t a dry 
moment when they are here.” 
She says she is also excited for 
a break from school and a 
chance to rekindle connections 
with family she does not get to 
see very often.  

By: Mercedes Cannon 
Reporter 

Getting to Know Your Fellow Rams 

 Raymond Resendez is a 
hardworking 26 year old stu-
dent at VVC. Raymond is 
planning on going into Fire-
fighting as a career. He wants 
to go through VVC’s Regional 
Public Training Center and 
plans on graduating either 
2018 or 2019.   
 Family is very important 
to the Resendez family and 
they enjoy being together at 
home during Christmas time. 
They have a few traditions 
they will be using during the 
upcoming Holiday Season. 
Every year, they watch clas-
sic movies like Merry Christ-
mas Charlie Brown. The 
Resendez family exchanges 
one gift on Christmas Eve 
and then exchanges the rest 
on Christmas Day. When 
asked about his favorite 
parts, Raymond stated, 
“Spending time with family, 

and getting off from work. 
Also just the Christmas Spir-
it.” He attends the Christmas 
service at HDC. “I love hear-
ing how and why Jesus Christ 
was born,” says Raymond. 
Family and faith oriented, 
Raymond is heading into 
Christmas time with his con-
stant smile and light hearted 
personality.  

By: Sierra Warwick 
Sports Editor 

 Lesly Nevarro, a second 
year criminal justice student 
with close ties to her family. 
Nevarro says, “The holidays 
are very important to me. I 
have family that lives in Mexi-
co. They come here or we 
travel there to spend Christmas 
and sometimes Thanksgiving 
together.”  
 Lesly looks forward to the 
activities such as tree shopping 
and attending her church’s 
Christmas concert. This year 
Lesly will have an additional 
visitor for the holidays. “This 
year is extra special because 
my boyfriend is having 
Thanksgiving dinner with my 
family. This our first time cel-
ebrating Thanksgiving togeth-
er,” Nevarro states. She says, 

“Me, my mom, and my aunt 
are cooking Thanksgiving 
dinner so I’m nervous because 
I want it to be perfect for my 
boyfriend.”  
 Nevarro says, “My emo-
tions are mostly positive dur-
ing the holidays. I’m happy to 
spend time with my family. 
But I’m nervous because the 
holiday shopping is going to 
be crazy.”  
 Lesly isn’t sure what her 
Christmas plans will consist 
of, but she’s still enthusiastic. 
“My sister just had a new ba-
by, so I’m excited to see my 
niece. I’m trying to crochet her 
a blanket. It’s not going well, 
but I’m going to keep trying.” 
Regardless of any obstacles, 
Lesly still expects to have a 
Happy Holiday.  

By: Yienessa Warren  
Reporter 

 Rebecca Heljo Reynolds, a 
VVC student, who lives with 
her family. Her siblings Matt 
and Brittany and in-laws Di-
ane and Alan participate by 
cooking with the parents. Next 
is her aunt and uncle, Mark 
and Sheila Reynolds, and they 
usually “bring the life to the 
party” according to Rebecca. 
She said that they like to crack 
all the jokes and make every-
one laugh by making fun of 
everyone and telling old em-
barrassing stories about each 
other.  
 Their family tradition is 
mixed with the holidays be-
cause they have birthdays near 
thanksgiving and Christmas, 
so what they do is on every 
birthday the family attacks the 
birthday boy/girl with love, 
presents, and attention at a 

random time in the morning. 
This is special because they 
don’t do the usual birthday 
cake they use a donut or some 
sort of pastry with a candle in 
it because “no one likes cake 
at 6 A.M.” according to her. 
The entire day is spent with 
the family eating and sharing 
laughs and lots of love.  
 This holiday tradition is of 
the same way because one 
person will be identified as 
Santa and after all the presents 
have be wrapped and placed 
under the tree “Santa” gets to 
go and hide all of their pre-
sents. It became a family tradi-
tion because when Rebecca 
was little she would hide all of 
the Christmas presents includ-
ing her own and she would say 
that “Santa had stolen them 
and they would need more 
presents.” Rebecca’s family 
calls her “The Blonde 
Grinch”! 

By: James Mortenson  
Reporter 



December 7, 2016   Page 8 RamPage      Victor Valley College      Features 

Puente Paradise 

 The program began in 
2008, created by Dean Victori-
an Hines grant to start the pro-
gram currently Eartha John-
son, a counselor, and Nathan 
Franklin an English instructor, 
are coordinator and co-
coordinator of the Puente Pro-
gram. The primary objective 
of this program is to serve first 
generation students who have 
an interest in transferring to a 
four year college or universi-
ty, provide students with aca-
demic support and intensive 
counseling, and to assist them 
to complete their AA degree.  
 The program was origi-
nally designed to work with 
students for the first year and 
then the second year they 
would not be involved in any 
guidance classes. However, 
students wanted more time 
with the counselors. Thus, the 
Puente Program created one 
unit guidance classes for their 
second year so the program 
could maintain support and 
contact to students. Johnson 
stated that the “statistics 
show that many underrepre-

sented students who are first 
generation are not as success-
ful even after completing their 
community college education. 
They often drop out of school 
or have a lot of academic diffi-
culties.” That is why the 
Puente program is so crucial. 
The program provides students 
with tutoring support through 
intensive counseling, Students 
are able to meet with Johnson 
as often as they can, however 
they are required to meet with 

her twice a semester while 
they are attending VVC. In 
addition student are required 
to turn in term progress reports 
and it is recommend to go to 
tutoring or other academic 
support.  
 The Puente Program ex-
poses students to cultural ac-
tivities and they visit four year 
college campuses throughout 
California. In the fall. The 
students visit colleges in the 
southern region, and then in 

the .Spring .students visit col-
leges in Northern California. 
The students do a lot of cam-
pus tours, presentations from 
faculty and administrators of 
the colleges and student pan-
els. . The students have work-
shops that focus on preparing 
them to transfer.  
 The Puente program focus-
es on male and female empow-
erment as well, by helping the 
students understand their pur-
pose in their academics, help-
ing them understand what the 
statistics say and overcoming 
those statistic. This program 
helps students see education as 
a way to reach their goals, 
helping them understand the 
need to develop support net-
works, the need to develop 
effective goals that will inform 
how they approach their edu-
cation.  
 The Puente Programs 
works with students who apply 
to the program and who may 
feel lost or feel that they're not 
on the right track. Another 
concentration for the student is 
that the program reaches out to 
high school Students right 
 
Continued on page 10... 

By Bertram Taylor III 
Reporter 

 Balancing a job and school 
is a challenge that many work-
ing students face. Working too 
much compromises study 
time, and working to little de-
creases income. A possible 
solution is getting involved in 
Federal Work Study. FWS 
provides part-time jobs to stu-
dents with financial need.  
According to VVC’s website, 
“A student must have complet-
ed their financial aid file and 
have sufficient unmet need” in 
order to receive FWS. Stu-

dents are also required to be 
enrolled in at least six units. 
Meeting these requirements 
gives students access to apply 
for all open positions on cam-
pus. 
 According to Eileen Alsi-
na, Ramp-Up’s Coordinator, 
FWS is beneficial to students 
because it “gives them an op-
portunity to learn right on 
campus.” When explaining the 
criteria, Alsina stated that 
“different departments look for 
different things.” However, 
fundamentally, departments 
look for students who are 

By Lexus David 
Reporter 

Get Your Resume Ready 
“honest, on time, do [their] 
job, and have good communi-
cation skills.” 
 Working on campus al-
lows students to create their 
work schedule. Hours are 
flexible and can be rearranged 
to accommodate tests, field 
trips, or other miscellaneous 
events. The maximum 
amount of work hours is 
twenty a week, but this 
gives students plenty of 
time to focus on home-
work. Some of the em-
ployment opportunities 
include working in the 

communication center, the 
bookstore, and the performing 
arts center. Students who have 
questions about Federal Work 
Study can contact the Place-
ment Specialist, Veronica 
Manriquez. Her office is locat-
ed in the Financial Aid Build-
ing, building 42, and she can 
be reached at 760-245-4271 
ext. 2277. 
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By Linda Perez 
Reporter 

enjoy solo or with a friend. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
was able to grab one of these 8
-bit wonderland consoles on 
Friday; the NES Classic Edi-
tion sold out within minutes 
both in stores and online. An-
gel Marquez, a student at Vic-

tor Valley College, was among 
the unfortunate. “I waited sev-
en hours to get one. I was real-
ly disappointed when they ran 
out and I didn’t get the con-
sole. I came a little late but my 
cousin was able to get one so 
I’ll just borrow his, if he lets 

me.” 
 All retailers 
(Target, 
GameStop, 
Walmart, Best Buy 
and Amazon) were 
extremely limited 
in supply this past 
Friday; it was a 
classic case of 
overwhelming 
demand and not 
enough supply. In 
response to the 
outcry, Nintendo 
Tweeted, “The 
Nintendo Enter-

truly are fantastic. Everyone 
will walk out of the theater 
wishing they had a niffler or a 
bowtruckle. 
 One of the flaws of this 
movie is that a couple of crea-
tures looked distractingly like 
computer-generated images. 
Some scenes were clearly 
filmed on a green screen. 
There are also few segments 
that drag on especially towards 
the end. Overall, the movie 
was exciting and had a great 
twist. Even those who have 
not seen the original Harry 
Potter films will be able to 
keep up and love this movie. 
Viewer Edlyn Martinez, who’s 
not a fan of Harry Potter, said 
“I’m definitely going to see 
the rest of [the movies]. I was 
so surprised at how much I 
actually liked it. It was really 
good.” As soon as the credits 
started rolling, people were 
eager to see the next movie. 

 Lines were already form-
ing on the early morning of 
November 11 as many con-
sumers were waiting for their 
local retail stores to 
open.  They were anticipating 
the release of Nintendo’s NES 
Classic Edition. It has been 
over 30 years since Nintendo 
first released their Nintendo 
Entertainment System, and 
with this 2016 release, Ninten-
do is bringing back a sense of 
nostalgia with this miniature, 
digital version of that same 
console from all those years 
ago. Retailed at $59.99, this 
mini console offers 30 classic, 
pre-installed games (Super 
Mario Bros., Pac-Man, Don-
key Kong, and Zelda to name 
a few), which a gamer can 

NES Sold Out! 

 JK Rowling, author of the 
Harry Potter series, bewitches 
theaters as she makes her 
screenwriting debut in 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them.” David Yates, 
director of the last four Harry 
Potter films, is back to direct 
the first movie of this five-part 
series. 
 The story is set in the Wiz-
arding World, but takes place 
70 years before the events of 
Harry Potter . It follows Newt 
Scamander, a self-proclaimed 
magizoologist, who has an 
affinity for magical creatures, 
some of which live in his suit-
case. He makes his way into 
1920’s New York where he 
gets into trouble with the 
American wizarding law when 
some of his creatures acci-
dentally get loose. It is an en-

Fantastic Beasts Is A Fantastic Movie 
By  Carmen Mejia 

Reporter 
chanting and magical ride 
however, it also takes some 

dark and unexpected turns. A 
war wages between the wiz-
arding community and the No-
Mages (non-wizards) who fear 
them. 
 Newt Scamander, played 
by Oscar Winner Eddie Red-
mayne, is a lovable and awk-
ward wizard who is more 
comfortable with beasts than 
humans. Redmayne’s portray-

al of the whimsical and shy 
wizard makes him a great 

character to 
follow. He is 
accompanied 
by Porpentina 
“Tina” Gold-
stein, played 
by Katherine 
Waterston, a 
bland witch 
who is trying 
to regain her 
position in the 
wizarding gov-
ernment. Tina 

is boring especially when 
compared to Fine Frenzy’s 
portrayal of her sister Queenie, 
a flirty and pure hearted witch. 
Newt also runs across non-
wizard Jacob Kowalski, 
played by Dan Fogler, who 
brings in most of the laughs 
and is a standout character in 
this movie. The real stars, 
however, are the beasts who 

tainment System: NES Clas-
sic Edition system is a hot 
item, and we are working 
hard to keep up with consum-
er demand. There will be a 
steady flow of additional sys-
tems through the holiday 
shopping season and into the 
new year.” Will Nintendo, in 
fact, supply enough consoles 
for the current demand? The 
only thing that can be sure is, 
with its popularity and low 
cost, the demand for this 
product will continue to rise. 
For those that are interested in 
purchasing this awesome con-
sole, good reviews have been 
pouring in across the country. 
It is going to be on a lot of 
Christmas lists this year! 



RamPage      Victor Valley College      Entertainment December 7, 2016   Page  10 

By Brittany Nistler 
Entertainment Editor 

A Festive Ending to the Semester 

love finding the beauty in the 
world and through my photos, 
I can find those moments.” 
 The Art Show is a free 
event for students and mem-
bers of the community. It will 
be held on December 8th from 
noon to 8pm in the classrooms 
of Building 22. Be sure to go 
and support the VVC art stu-
dents! 

 Another semester at Victor 
Valley College has come and 
is almost gone, but not without 
the tradition of the Art Show. 
The students of Photography, 
Sculpting, Painting, Drawing, 
and Computer Graphics get 
the chance to show off their 
best work throughout the se-
mester. Their work is 
shown throughout the 
classrooms of the Art 
Building (building 22).  
 Many Art students 
are excited to show 
their finished work for 
the first time, like 
sculpting student Julian 
Oliva. “It’ll give the 
rest of the student body 
a chance to look at the 
numerous styles of art 
mediums we have been 
working with.” The Art 
Show gives students a 
chance to express 
themselves and be 
proud of their work. 
Photography student 
Sarah Desormiers said, 
“Landscape and scen-
ery photos. That re-
flects me because I 

clude title track, which is al-
most guaranteed to have Bru-
no once again in the running 
for Record of The Year. 
There’s Versace On The Floor 
which vocally is one of the 
most impressive tracks in his 
catalogue vibe. Although the 
album often has a James 
Brown type of feel Bruno, 

collaborated with a couple of 
artists such as T-Pain who co-
wrote "Straight Up & Down”. 
Overall the album is a great 
listen and stand out as one of 
the best 2016 releases. The 
24K Magic World Tour kicks 
off March 28th in Belgium and 
lands in Los Angeles from 
November 7th to the 11th to 
closeout the tour. 

sponds with “the cast.” Stating 
that, “The cast is who they are, 
they share their energy and 
bring their personalities to 
their characters.” Heaberlin 
notes that families are casted 
in the play, and he is inspired 
to see them come together. He 
concludes with, “I’m thankful 
for doing what I do. To me, 
it’s a blessing.” A Christmas 
Carol began on the first of this 
month, and will continue until 
the eleventh. Tickets are avail-
able at the box office, and on 
the VVC website. 

embrace the season. Roberts 
states that people who are in-
terested in attending the show 
are in for a treat, and should be 
excited to “support their fel-
low students.” 
 When asked what makes 
this rendition extraordinary, 
director Ed Heaberlin re-

 A Christmas Carol is the 
perfect way to get in the holi-
day spirit. Victor Valley Col-
lege’s rendition of the classic 
radiates emphasis on love and 
family- at least that’s the case 
for attendee Carolyn Roberts. 
Roberts states that, “the play 
was very entertaining” and 
“the actors were very good.” 
After a heartwarming perfor-
mance, Roberts is excited to 
share that she’ll be attending 
more than one showing. 

The scene is set with Ebenezer 
Scrooge who is less than wel-
coming to the holiday season. 
His disdain for Christmas is 
compromised with the visit of 
three spirits. This empirical 
journey transforms Scrooge 
and inspires the audience to 

By Lexus David 
Reporter 

Creative Minds of VVC 
By Shelly 
Reporter 

24K Magic in the Air 

 It’s been four years since 
the release of Bruno Mars’ last 
album Unorthodox Jukebox, 
since then he’s won the Gram-
my for Record of the Year, 
headlined his own Superbowl 
Halftime show, and even guest 
stared alongside Beyoncé in 
another.  On November 18th 
Bruno dropped his 3rd studio 
album, the highly anticipated 
24k Magic. The album went 
on to sale 231,000 copies in its 
first week, securing Bruno’s 
spot at the top of the billboard 
charts and giving him the big-
gest debut of his career. The 
album has a really funky and 
old school type of vibe. Those 
who are not used to the vin-
tage style Mars has brought 
back to the billboard charts. 
Would think this is something 
new, however this album bor-
rows heavily from Bruno’s 
idols. Whether you’re more 
into 90’s R&B or simply have 
an appreciation of old funky 
stylings with a new pop twist, 
24K Magic delivers across the 
board. A few standouts in-

(Taken from Wikipedia.com) 
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ing the men’s soccer team 
were given their opponent for 
the first playoff game, The 
Irvine Lasers. The game was 
hosted at the Irvine campus. 
The Rams put up a good effort 
but, were ultimately bested 

with a final score of 0-
4 and the Lasers mov-
ing on to the second 
round of playoffs. The 
Rams however will not 
continue their playoff’s 
journey, but still hold 
their Western State 
Conference South Ti-
tle.  
 After several at-
tempts to secure a 
comment both the 
Men’s soccer head 
coach and the athletic 
director were unavaila-
ble for comment.  

By Mercedes Cannon 
Reporter 

Lady Rams Volleyball Team Ends Season on Top 

ously had. The next step for 
the team is to submit their re-
sume at the conference meet-
ing so that they may know 
their opponents in the first 
round of the playoffs. 
 After the conference met-

 Recently the men's soccer 
team showed valiant effort as 
the played against Glendale on 
November 11. The team need-
ed either a tied game or 
a win to be qualified 
for playoffs. With two 
goals scored by Ariel 
Gomez and Diego 
Manza, it was enough 
to tie the game and 
secure their playoff 
position. With the tide 
game against Glendale 
the men's soccer team 
also won the Western 
State conference South 
title. This victory end-
ed a nearly 15 year 
drought in conference 
wins the school previ-

Puente from page 8 
 
before they enter the commu-
nity college level. Johnson 
said “we find that a lot of the 
students who are starting col-
lege are underprepared or 
starting a developmental level 
classes...students who are test-
ing at lower levels and even 
when they do test into a class 
sometimes they don't have the 
foundational skills.” Johnson 
explains that there's a lot of 
work to be done in preparing 
students for college, keeping 
them motivated and on track, 
and stopping them from drop-
ping classes or quitting school, 
but the Puente program is 
away to help begin fixing a lot 
of those problems. 

Valley eventually evened the 
score 22-22. The last and most 
enthralling rally led to the fi-
nal points being awarded to 
the Rams. A final score of 25-
22 solidified the Rams suc-
cessful season.  

Nadzakova led to an early 10-
5 lead for the Corsairs. Rams 
continued fighting and eventu-
ally closed the gap to 12-13. 
Two long bumps by Victor 
Valley’s Taryn Kelley gave 
Santa Monica two more points 
to create a 14-19 score. Victor 

 The Lady Rams’ volleyball 
team finished their regular 
season with a win against the 
Santa Monica Corsairs wom-
en’s volleyball team. The 
evening commenced with a 
presentation of “Sophomore 
Night” to honor the second 
year team members. The ex-
citement of the night carried 
over into their final game of 
the regular season. 
 Rams’ Head Coach Christa 
White says that although 
“they’re taller,” her team is 
“more consistent” and have 
better ball control. 
 Santa Monica scored the 
first point of the night with #2 
Phoebe Cajuste’s spike. The 
Rams’ #13 Nicole Reisor an-
swered back with a short tip to 
score a point and serve for 
Victor Valley. The serve did 
come up short and was back in 

Santa Monica's possession. A 
small yet intense rally led to 
another point for the Rams. 
With a score of 16 for the 
Rams and 9 for the Corsairs. 
Santa Monica called a timeout 
to regroup. The set restarted 
with the Corsairs firing off 
several terrible spikes. The 
Rams’ #23 Hailey Camp-
bell hit killer spike set by 
#9 Jenna Mendenhall. The 
Rams won the first set of 
three, with a score of 25-12 
against Santa Monica. 
 Another lively rally 
took place during the sec-
ond set. It ended with a 
successful spike by Reisor. 
Victor Valley again won 
the second set 25-20 with a 
tip that landed in a deserted 
middle spot. 
 Santa Monica brought 
the fire for the third round. 
Several powerful spikes by 
#2 Cajuste, #6 Chelsea 
Bostwick, and #7 Ada 

Men’s Soccer Triumphs Over Glendale 

By Yienessa Warren 
Reporter 

(Picture taken from Daily Press) 
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the doors are open, come on 
in.” 
 The VVC training staff 
works very hard on treating 
our athletes and getting them 
back into shape as soon as 
possible so they can keep com-
peting for our school. VVC’s 
sports department has a work-
ing relationship with doctors 
and hospitals all over the high 
desert getting new knowledge 
of treatments and therapeutic 
techniques to keep the students 

By James Mortensen 
Reporter 

whirlpools that can be heated 
or kept at room temperature. It 
also has two hydrocollators 
which consists of a thermostat-
ically controlled water bath for 
placing cloth heating pads. 
When the pads are removed 
from the bath, they are placed 
in covers and placed on the 
patient. There are plenty of 
rehabilitation devices as well 
including: free weights, 
weighted and therapy balls, 
and a stationary bike. “Once I 
hurt my ankle in the 
gym and I was too 
nervous to go and see 
a trainer” said Antho-
ny Aponte, a VVC 
student using the gym 
equipment. Tashima 
says that “There are 
times when the train-
ing room is extremely 
busy and can look 
intimidating to enter.  
Most times, we are 
pretty accessible… if 

 Victor Valley College 
houses a state of the art sports 
therapy center and facility for 
students, athletes, and faculty 
providing the best possible 
care with some of the best 
therapeutic sessions. It is lo-
cated in the lower campus in 
the VVC gymnasium. During 
an interview with Jaye Tashi-
ma (VVCs’ Athletic Director) 
she said “We have very mod-
ern and up-to-date modalities. 
The AS certified athletic train-
ers have to maintain our certi-
fication by obtaining C.E.U.s 
(continuing education units) 
throughout each two year cy-
cle.” 
 The training center has all 
sorts of equipment to help 
relieve stress, pain, and sore-
ness. The room has three ice 
machines that can produce 
cubed or crushed ice and two 

and athletes healthy. The ther-
apeutic techniques of VVC 
have helped a lot of the stu-
dents here and it is more than 
just a room that will help heal 
your wounds. It is a connec-
tion built between student and 
staff to create a stronger and 
healthier relationship here at 
Victor Valley College. 

a turnover and subsequent foul 
by #22 Tennia Hill which led 
to two points and a free throw 
point for Bakersfield College. 
After the free throw, Coach 
Thomas changed the entire 
lineup. The Bakersfield Rene-
gades continued to aggressive-
ly trap the Rams, forcing sever-
al turnovers. The Rams’ #55 
Brianna Loftis continued the 
fight with a layup.  Bakersfield 
College answered back with a 
layup by #21 Marissa 
Figueroa. Again, the Rams’ 
lineup is completely swapped 
out. The 3rd quarter ended with 
Victor Valley’s #22 Tennia 
Hill rebounded a missed foul 
shot and passed it to #24 Ga-
briela Hulksdoittor, who cut 
into the paint for a quick 2-
point layup.  
 The fourth quarter started 
with a 3 point shot by #21 

By Yienessa Warren 
Reporter 

“rainbowed” over the basket or 
came up short.  Early foul trou-
ble also contributed to the 
Rams’ downfall. #55 Brianna 
Loftis collected their fifth team 
foul by swiping at #20 Bianca 
Zamora in the second quarter. 
This led to automatic free 
throw shots for Bakersfield. 
Victor Valley Head Coach 
Ricky Thomas called a timeout 
to restructure the team’s of-
fense. The teams returned to 
the court with Victor Valley 
being called for back to back 
double dribbles. The Rams 
fought back late in the half 
with a deep two-pointer by #2 
Alexis Sosa. #21 Olivia Hough 
followed suit with a stolen pass 
that led to a three-pointer for 
#1 Aleecia Cuevas. The Rams 
ended the first half with an 
eight point deficit.  
 The 3rd quarter began with 

 The Victor Valley College 
women’s basketball team en-
dured another upset on Novem-
ber 22nd. The Rams, who had 
a 1-5 record at the time fell to 
the Bakersfield Renegades (1-
5) with a final score of 87 to 
60. The Renegades got several 
steals, including two half-court 
passes that were caught by #5 
Tristyn Salazar and #14 Julie 
Olvera.  The Rams’, #55 Bri-
anna Loftis, found the ball in 
her hands during the final sec-
onds of the first quarter. Her 
shot was blocked by Bakers-
field’s #21, Marissa Figueroa. 
The first quarter came to a 
close with Bakersfield main-
taining an 18 to 6 lead. 
 The Rams attempted sever-
al three-point shots that either 

Marissa Figueroa for Bakers-
field. Victor Valley’s #22 Ten-
nia Hill sinks a 3-point shot. 
 Victor Valley made another 
turnover that led to two points 
for the Renegades. #3 Jenna 
Hernandez drove to the hoop 
and scored 2 points for the 
Rams. The Renegades an-
swered back with 3-pointer by 
#24 Edith Gonzalez, #23 Octa-
via Croney and #14 Julie 
Olvera each followed with 
layups. The Rams, down 55 to 
81, called a 30 second timeout 
and switched their lineup for a 
fourth time. The game ended 
with #34 Aniya Taylor making 
two foul shots for Victor Val-
ley. This sealed the final score 
Victor Valley 60, Bakersfield 
College 87.  

Renegades Come Out On Top 

Getting Back in the Game 
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Sophomore Guard Teon 
McCarter who had 17 points, 
six rebounds and two steals, 
Sophomore Guard/Forward 
Joe Rushing scoring 19 points, 
eight rebounds, two steals and 
two assists. While Sophomore 
Guard Garrett White helped 
with eight points, two assists, 
three steals and two blocks and 
Freshman Guard Nathan Clark 

By Curtis Taylor 
Reporter 

my defense in general, when I 
had my opportunity to get in I 
felt like I didn’t do my best.” 
The Rams smaller unit was 
successful when pushing the 
ball and changing the pace of 
the offense, but lapses in de-
fenses and key turnovers 
pushed the game out of reach 
for the win. The other key 
contributors to the game were 

 What seemed to be a con-
vincing path to victory quickly 
turned into November’s losing 
woes as the Victor Valley Col-
lege men’s basketball team 
lost 90-78 to Los Angeles 
Trade Tech. The LATT Bea-
vers have given the Rams their 
seventh loss of the season. 
Ever since the Rams 60-49 
loss to the Beavers on Novem-
ber 16th, the Rams have put 
together better efforts in their 
past three loses, but the im-
provement has yet to reach the 
win column. In the past month, 
the Rams have faced the 
toughest opposition (Riverside 
City College 8-3, San Bernar-
dino 9-1 and Los Angeles 
Trade Tech 7-3) in Southern 
California Basketball.   
 The game started off 
strong with the Rams ending 
the half with a 43-40 lead. 
Freshman Guard, Aubrey 
Fisher attributed to the Rams 
score with 11 points in the 
losing effort. When inter-
viewed about his play on the 
court Fisher stated, “I did as 
much as I could to bring us 
back into the game, unfortu-
nately we lost to a good team.” 
To prepare for next week’s 
Riverside tournament, Aubrey 
addressed the preparation 
needed, “execute more, run the 
offense more and play more 
harder.” The problem for the 
Rams this season has been 
finishing games.  
 After the half, the Beavers 
came out with a smaller start-
ing unit, so in order for the 
Rams to match their speed, the 
team sat all of their big men. 
One of those big men was 
Freshman Forward Jad Smith 
who had one point and three 
rebounds for the game. Smith 
spoke of the concerns with his 
own play. “I need to work on 

had nine points, four rebounds 
and three assists.  
 The road ahead will not get 
easier and Coach Troy John-
son wants his team to under-
stand this and not take any 
consolation in losing close 
games. “We played well for 
maybe 30 minutes, and then 
we just didn’t get it done.” 
When asked what key aspects 
in the game hurt the team, 
Coach Johnson plainly stated, 
“defending and rebounding, 
we’re not doing that a high 
level and that’s what’s hurting 
us. Were still developing and 
we have tough guys but 1 to 
13 we don’t have that total 
toughness.” Coach Johnson 
felt the week of practice was 
not up to standard,” I’m a firm 
believer in what you do during 
the week dictates how you 
play, but again they’re kids 
and it’s my job to teach them 
and to stick with them because 
it is still early in the year.” The 
schedule will not get any easi-
er but hopefully these tough 
early battles prepares the 
Rams for future tournaments 
and regular season play.   

Strong Start Not Enough For Win 
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Editor-in-Chief/News Editor: Jessica Vaughan 

Features Editor: Randy Noxon 

Entertainment Editor: Brittany Nistler  

Sports Editor: Sier ra Warwick 

Reporters: Mercedes Cannon, Lexus David, Randi Dominguez, 

 Deborah Foreyt, Shelley  Johnson, Diallo “Markus” Kahin, 
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Advisor/Instructor: Deanna Hays 

Administration/Faculty: Rober t Sewell 
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Mission Statement:  

The Victor Valley College RamPage is a student-run newspaper 
that aims to inform and entertain the Victor Valley Community. 
We strive to teach and preserve core journalistic values while 

supporting the unity of faculty and students on campus.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
VVC RamPage, 18422 Bear Valley Road, Victorville, CA 92395     
Email: vvcrampage@gmail.com or  
http://www.vvc.edu/offices/rampage 
Website: http://www.issuu.com/vvcrampage 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 The RamPage is a newspaper published as an educational exer-
cise and First Amendment Public Forum by students at Victor Valley 
College in Victorville, Calif. Issues come out approximately twice a 
month in the two full-length semesters, generally each  March, April, 
May, June, September, October, November and December, for a total 
of 8 issues each calendar year.  
     The views expressed by the RamPage are not necessarily those of 
VVC, its board of trustees, its administration, its faculty, its staff, its 
Associated Student Body Council or its students.  
     The RamPage welcomes press releases, story ideas, letters to the 
editor, guest articles and guest editorials. Submit proposed items to 
the on-campus mailbox of RamPage Adviser Deanna Hays clearly 
marked as being submitted for publication. Or, email them to 
vvcrampage@gmail.com or mail information to RamPage, Victor 
Valley College, 18422 Bear Valley Road, Victorville, CA 92395. 
   VVC’s journalism program belongs to the Associated Collegiate 
Press, the California Newspaper Publishers Association and the Jour-
nalism Association of Community Colleges. 
 ADVERTISING 
     The RamPage generally accepts as advertising only  8 1/2 - by -11
-inch flyers as inserts or various sizes printed in the paper. The cost 
of inserts is $100, which covers insertion/distribution of 1,500 cop-
ies. The cost and responsibility of designing, reproducing and deliv-
ering the 1,500 flyers to the RamPage is borne by the advertiser.  
     To discuss display advertising options or to purchase any form of 
advertisement, call Assistant Director of Auxiliary Services Deanna 
Murphy at 760-245-4271 extension 2707. Acceptance of any adver-
tisement in the RamPage does not constitute endorsement by the 
paper, college, district, board, council or student body.  
     The RamPage reserves the right to reject any material — adver-
tising or editorial — that it deems to be not in keeping with the 
standards of the paper. 

FIND US · FOLLOW US · CONTACT US 

@VVCRamPage 

Follow us on Twitter and tweet us an inter-
esting account you think we should feature 
in an upcoming edition of the RamPage! 
#VVCRams 

 

Contact us: 

vvcrampage@gmail.com  

View online at: 

Website: http://www.issuu.com/vvcrampage 

 

Don’t Forget 

 The window to register for Spring 
2017 classes closes on Feb. 12 

 Submit your FAFSA as soon as possi-
ble 

 Be sure to pay all of your fees before 
the Spring semester starts 

 Deadline to apply for Spring gradua-
tion is     December 17 

Important Dates and 
Deadlines 

 Victor Valley College Police Department 
now has a way to pay and appeal those 
parking tickets online.  In order to appeal a 
parking ticket, you have 21 days before the 
ticket must be paid. Failure in paying the 
ticket within the first 30 days will cause the 
ticket price to go in $10. Vehicles with out-
standing expenses your cause you automo-
bile to be towed. So be sure to pay those 
expenses before it’s too late! 

New Campus Police Online 
Parking Citation System 



CONGRATULATIONS FALL 2016 

NURSING GRADUATES 

 

Kacy Acuna  
Katya Vanessa Alien  

Gilbert Amano  
Jennifer Caspary  

Jodee Daniels  
Ashley DeRook  
Molly Douglas  

Merri Elliot  
Josh Fabian  

 

Kendrena Fuller  
Amanda Garcia  
Karen Gonzalez  
Jennifer Husok  

Olivia Luna Pearl Juarez  
David Lindstrom  

Briana Ashley Mendoza  
Armando Morales  

Ron Patterson  
Janet Penkova  

 

Anton Pishchanetskiy  
John Pollock  

Noelle Raboin  
Tonya Rawleigh  
Megan Salisbury  

Tracy Taber  
Allison Taylor  

Shannon Villarino  
Julie Vinson 
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DEC. 15th

7:30 pm

DEC. 16th

7:30 pm

DEC. 17th

7:30 pm

DEC. 18th

2:30 pm

Thursday Night Jazz
Come join us for a great night of music featuring 
Tuba Jazz Force, Guitar Ensemble, Jazz Rock 
Combo & Studio Jazz Band. This concert will 
feature a swinging mix of traditional & holiday music. 
Directed by Rich Sumner and Craig Pridmore.

VVC Bands Holiday Concert & Sing-a-long
VVC Bands Holiday Concert & Sing-a-long. Featuring Symphonic Band, 
College Band, Flute Choir, Brass Choir & Tuba Force. Concert will also include 
a special number honoring the 75th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor. Please join 
us for this annual Holiday Tradition complete with audience Sing-a-long.  
Directed by Craig Pridmore.

 VVC Choirs present "Desert Wonderland"
Join us for an evening with a twist on some traditional favorites that are sure make 
you laugh and move your inner most holiday spirit! Directed by Karen Miskell.

VVC College Orchestra Holiday Concert
VVC College Orchestra Holiday Concert -  featured works include 
selections from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and other holiday 
favorites. Directed by Brigham Welch.




