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Club Rush Madness 
By Lauryn Jackson 

Photo Editor 
 

The theme was super he-
roes. From September 21st 
through the 23rd, the SAC 
looked like a birthday party. 
Superhero emblems plastered 
on the wall along with bal-
loons and bright colored pa-
per. Tables were set up 
with buckets of candy 
and trinkets luring stu-
dents in to register to 
their organizations. It 
was Rush Week!  

The purpose of Rush 
Week is to get students 
involved in the variety of 
campus clubs offered by 
the Associate Student 
Body (A.S.B.) here at 

Victor Valley College. In this 
effort, new clubs are being 
chartered. “Find Your Club,” 
an advertisement for Rush 
Week was found on columns 
around the SAC.  There could 
be a club perfect for you.  

However, many students 
probably choose not to join a 
club because of the possible 

strain of balancing academic 
and extra-curricular activities. 
Robert Sewell, Board of Di-
rector of A.S.B., had this to 
say as to why students should 
consider joining a club, 
“Student learning is enhanced 
by becoming involved. You 
join a club to become a better 
person, more well-rounded 

with like-minded indi-
viduals. Opportunities 
for enhancing social 
skills and networking 
are two major bene-
fits.”  
Jonathan Garcia, mem-
ber of the Campus Cru-
sader’s for Christ, stat-
ed that it can be diffi-
cult balancing the two 
Continued on page 3…  

Playing in Pink 
By Jessica Vaughan 

Features Editor 

 Two Victor Valley Col-
lege students are going the 
extra mile to raise money for 
breast cancer awareness. Ben-
jamin Tizzard and Lemuel 
Callender have put together a 
football game appropriately 
named "The Ribbon Game."  
 This event started when 
Tizzard's and Callender's 
church leader wanted to raise 
money for a close friend who 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer and was financially 
struggling to support herself 
and her three sons. After a lot 

of deliberation, they decided a 
football game was their best 
bet. After a successful turnout, 
they were determined to make 
the game an annual event. The 
Ribbon Game currently has 
two teams ready to play to 
compete for the big ribbon 
trophy. Their goal this year is 
to raise over $1,000 as 
opposed to the approxi-
mately $50 made from 
last year. All of the 
money raised through 
selling tickets and con-
cessions will be donated 
to cancer research. The 
game will be held on 
October 25 at 3:30pm at 

Brewster Park in Apple Val-
ley. 
 Be sure to come and sup-
port your fellow Rams as they 
make a difference in their 
community. If you are inter-
ested in playing or getting 
additional information, you 
can visit www.theribbongame. 
com or contact Benjamin Tiz-
zard or Lemuel Callender 
through Facebook.  
Continued on page 4... 

‘Always Do the 
Right Thing’ 

By Angel Camacho 
News Editor 

 Dr. Pa-
tricia Eller-
son is the 
new Aca-
demic Dean 
of Humani-
ties, Arts, 
Social Sci-

ences and Business. She is a 
California native; born and 
raised in San Diego.  
 Dr. Ellerson began her 
studies at Grossmont College 
and although she worked full-
time and was a single mother 
of two children, she earned an 
Associate’s degree in Psychol-
ogy. She continued her 
coursework at University of 
California, San Diego and 
later attended Graduate 
School at University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara. She 
took a personal interest in 
Developmental and Evolu-
tionary Psychology; under-
standing “people's behavior, 
and why we do the things we 
do” fascinated her.  
 Being a woman in a posi-
tion of power, Dr. Ellerson is 
no stranger to proving herself. 
She describes her work as 
“filling a non-traditional role 
in a place surrounded by 
men.” She personally believes    
in equality and what it stands 
for, while not being afraid to 
speak up when deemed neces-
sary.  
Continued on page  3... 
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 College years are some of 
the most fun-filled and memo-
rable years one will ever expe-
rience. Creating lasting friend-
ships and meeting awesome 
professors are just some of the 
perks. 
 A college degree can kick-
start your career into gear, 
hopefully generating lifelong 
successes and accomplish-
ments. However, some of 
these dreams may not be fully 
realized if one’s head is down 
the wrong path. 
 Statistics show that about 
four out of five college stu-
dents drink alcohol. About 
half of college students who 
drink, also consume alcohol 
through binge drinking. About 
25 percent of college students 
report academic consequences 
of their drinking including 
missing class, falling behind, 

doing poorly on exams or 
papers, and receiving lower 
grades overall (niaaa.nih.gov). 
Based on these statistics, 
chances are that someone you 
know, or possibly even your-
self may be struggling with a 
drinking or drug related prob-
lem.  
 Victor Valley College is 
preparing to address these 
issues by hosting two upcom-
ing workshops aimed at bring-
ing some much needed aware-
ness to this epidemic. 
 The workshops will be 
hosted by special guest speak-
er Michael Stevens, a former 
military veteran, and an influ-
ential advocate for healthy 
living.  
 You may have heard of 
Stevens from his well-known 
“Don’t Trash Our Desert 
Campaign” which is targeted 
at helping to keep our desert 
clean. He is a confident, inno-
vative, and creative speaker 

Stevens. 
 The benefit to anyone at-
tending the workshop is even 
if you do not have a drug or 
drinking problem, this infor-
mation will help you avoid the  
pitfall of addiction. In addi-
tion, it will help you see the 
signs for those who might be 
struggling with either of those 
issue. And if you do have a 
drug or drinking problem this 
information will motivate, 
inspire, or encourage you to 
seek help so it doesn’t become 
worse.  
 Stevens hopes many peo-
ple will attend the workshops 
and leave with valuable infor-
mation. 
Sourcehttp://www.niaaa.nih. 
gov/alcohol-health/special-
populations-co-occurring-
disorders/college-drinking) 

that you don’t want to miss.   
“A lot of people whom devel-
op drug or drinking problems 
don’t realize often times there 
are warning signs along the 
way before it becomes a prob-
lem. Too often people don’t 
acknowledge the signs.  They 
just either don’t know or they 
choose to ignore it,” explained 
Stevens.  “The reason we are 
targeting colleges is because 
they are one of the most vul-
nerable audiences.”  
 The workshops will be 
held at the Student Activities 
Center on Monday, November 
9th from 5:30-7:00PM and 
Friday, November 13th at 8 
a.m. in the SAC. The work-
shops are free to the public 
and all are welcomed to join, 
even those who don’t struggle 
with addiction.  
“You either do have a drug or 
drinking problem or you 
don’t; either way, this infor-
mation will help you,” said 

‘I Don’t Have A Substance Abuse Problem– Or Do I?’ 
By Hugo C. Valdez  

Managing Editor 

  For college students, Octo-
ber means sending out transfer 
applications for Fall 2016. 
While students some get help 
from family and friends with 
the transfer process, others 
may require additional help, 
which is why Victor Valley 
College has a Transfer Center.  
The Transfer Center is pre-
pared and willing to help any 
student with questions or ad-
vice on how to begin the next 
chapter of their lives. 
 Lorena Ochoa, a counselor 
at the Transfer Center (located 
in bldg 55) explains the many 
services they provide, “We 
have campus tours, work-
shops, presentations, counsel-
ing and more. All to help you, 
and the services are free!” A 

deadline to keep an eye out 
for include November 30th as 
the last date to register for in-
state CSU and UC colleges. 
When transferring, it’s im-
portant to be responsible by 
making sure money is set 
aside for application costs and 
to not procrastinate on essays 
that need to be written. 
  Ms. 
Ochoa 
suggests 
that when 
preparing 
to trans-
fer, that 
each stu-
dent sees 
a counse-
lor and 
creates an 
education 

Transfer Center 
By Brittany Nistler  
RamPage Reporter 

plan. “It’s always a good idea 
to know the next step and to 
be sure you’re on the right 
path.” Preparing for the future 
is a major step and all college 
students need to be ready and 
use all resources available to 
them.  
 The Annual University 
Fair is on Monday, October 
19th from 10-1pm located by 
the Performing Arts Center. 
Prepare for your future!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
University Fair Attendees: 
Brandman University 
Cal Poly Pomona 
California Baptist University 
CSU Long Beach 
Engineering Program 
CBU/Online 
CSU Bakersfield 
CSU San Bernardino 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University Worldwide  
FIDM 
Hope International University 
Humboldt State University 
La Sierra University 
National University 
Loma Linda University 
Park University 
The Art Institute of California  
UC Berkeley 
UC Davis 
UC Irvine 
UC Riverside 
University of La Verne 
University of Nevada Las 
Vegas 

Lorena Ochoa, Transfer Center Counselor 
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The New Kids On The Block 

The transition from high 
school to college has not al-
ways been the easiest. Learn-
ing new study habits, time 
management, and gaining new 
friends can be a challenging 
process. Talk about culture 
shock! Leave it to Chris 
Piercy, professor at Victor 
Valley College and high 
school teacher at Serrano, to 
assist in changing those cir-
cumstances. As creator of the 
bridge program, he is all too 
familiar with the setbacks that 
many students face.  

The Bridge program start-
ed ten years ago in order to 
educate students on the pro-
cess of enrolling into college.  
It is not only a program for 
high school seniors, but it is 
also a program for students in 
grades K-11th. Piercy came 
up with the idea after an en-
counter with an old classmate 
of his at home depot. His old 
classmate told him about the 
experience he had trying to 
enroll into college. Due to the 
line being wrapped around the 
building he decided to try 
another day, but that day nev-
er came. That conversation 
stuck with Piercy and so he 
decided to create a program 
where high school seniors, 
from any background could 
have a direct pipeline into 
college. “The purpose is to do 
something that is good for 
kids. We go after every kid! 
And we want it to work. There 
is no niche to the bridge pro-
gram. We work with every 
student from AP to those who 
are disabled. Every child has 
the right to succeed!” Piercy 
said. “Although students come 
from a variety of backgrounds 
and have different abilities, 
our job is to help.”  

Piercy stated that the ben-
efits of a high school senior 

participating in the program 
are endless. From extensive 
career assessments, priority 
registration at VVC, and tools 
such as My Mentor, help stu-
dents become successful. This 
year, Bridge has reached over 
2,169 students and 1,101 stu-
dents have enrolled and began 
classes at Victor Valley Col-
lege.  The Bridge program is 
now in 10 other colleges 
across the country and over 
100 high schools. The pro-
gram that once began in the 
high desert, has expanded 
towards northern San Jose and 
Los Angeles County.  

Professor Piercy conclud-
ed with his mention of a vital 
aspect of the Bridge program; 
his staff. He stated, “The out-
come has been a very interest-
ing journey. It allowed me to 
see this vision grow. The op-
portunity to encounter great 
people, like all the bridge 
counselors who carry the load 
in order to get their kids 
through the system; they’re 
warriors! When you do stuff, 
you should be helping people. 
There has to be a reason be-
hind it. The reason for us is 
being able to see people suc-
ceed. If you can get your kids 
to a better place, that’s all that 
matters.”  

Counselor Carol Pulice 
from Apple Valley High 
School believes that the 
Bridge program is very im-
pactful and beneficial, she 
stated. “A few of the most 
significant opportunities are to 
encourage our freshmen stu-
dents to create vision in choic-
es of careers and potential 
further education. It brings 
validity to the coursework in 
which the student is currently 
enrolled. In addition, the 

Bridge high school four-year 
plan is effective when plan-
ning future classes. It is al-
ways good for students to 
have a plan for where they are 
headed. At my school, kids 
find me to participate in the 
Bridge program. It is a valua-
ble, sought after program for 
all grade levels.”  Take it from 
Priscilla Valdivia recent grad-
uate from Victor High School 
who was first introduced to 
the program by the link club 
coordinator at her school. “I 
feel that I have benefited from 
the program greatly because I 
was not only able to get prior-
ity registration, but also had 
the opportunity to meet fellow 
students that were involved in 
the program who I’ve built 
friendships with.” 

Despite the challenges 
that students may face when 
transitioning from high school 
into college, the bridge pro-
gram gives students tools to 
succeed. The concept of the 
program is to expand the 
minds of students of all ages. 
It is without a doubt beneficial 
for high school seniors, but it 
is also a useful tool for a stu-
dent’s of all ages. Professor 
Piercy’s idea has transformed 
into an extraordinary program 
that has helped many students. 
Because of great minds like 
his, the education process 
continues to evolve to help 
those who struggle with the 
transition. Because of his pas-
sion to make a difference, 
students in the high desert and 
across the country are now 
able to bridge a gap between 
high school and college.  

By Jessica Boykin  
RamPage Reporter 

 Dr. Ellerson hopes to in-
crease student success and 
academic quality during her 
time here at Victor Valley 
College. She would like to          
have more full-time faculty, 
instead of part-time.  “I want 
Victor Valley College to grow 
and become the Jewel of the 
High Desert,” Ellerson said. 
 VVC offers a great 
amount of resources that help 
guide students to future suc-
cess; Dr. Ellerson is a strong- 
minded, yet delightful woman 
who believes in hard work and 
is dedicated to making Victor 
Valley College “shine”. The 
Academic Dean of Humani-
ties, Arts, Social Sciences and 
Business Dr. Ellerson should 
be recognized, not only as an 
administrator, but as a role 
model for anyone wanting to 
break down barriers and 
achieve success.    

Right Thing from page 1 

if you have a heavy load. 
Chelsea Soria, member of the 
nursing program club, adds 
that the busier she was the 
more productive and that, “It’s 
about knowing how much 
you, as a person, can handle.”  

In a college with thousands 
of students, having a group 
you can relate to makes VVC 
a little more warm and wel-
coming. It’s A.S.B.’s plan to 
expand the reach of clubs to 
students to make campus life 
even more enjoyable for those 
who are interested. If you’re 
looking for a club, there might 
be one for you. 

Rush from page 1 
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‘2-1-1 Saved Our Lives’ 
By Leslie Renée Leach  

RamPage Reporter 

On-Campus Services 

 Communication Center: Bldg. 54-213, ext. 2820.  

 Counseling: Bldg. 55. Call for appointment or walk in. 

 Math Success Center: Bldg. 42. 

 Student Services (Cal Works, EOPS): Bldg. 50 & 52. 

 Transfer/Career Center: Bldg. 55, ext. 2139. Resume workshops;  

 Tutoring Center: Bldg. 21. 

 Writing Center: Bldg. 21-177. Call for workshop info. ext. 2607. 

Upcoming Events 
* Book Buyback Oct. 26-28th 

* Winter Registration Dates begin November 16th- January 3rd 

cousin urged her to call 2-1-1 
and get out. But just like all 
victims, she was too scared. 
“We had just got into a fight” 
Jazz stated “when all of a sud-
den he socked me in the back 
of my head and slapped me. 
The next minute, I woke up to 
water being dumped on me, 
that’s when I made a plan and 
eventually called 2-1-1. I was 
so scared, but I was more 
scared at the fact that I could 
of died.” 
 “Me too” Amy said. 
“While I was sleeping next to 
my infant son on the living 
room floor I was woken up 
violently by him kicking me. 
He kept kicking me over and 
over like a dog asking for his 
cigarettes. I kept telling him 
that he had them last. That’s 
when he realized they were in 
his pocket. I was so mad. As 
things escalated I waited until 
we lost eye contact then 
grabbed our son and ran out 
the door. He followed me 
grabbing my shirt, ripping it 
clean off.  I covered my chest 
with my son and kept walking 
then he threw his hot coffee 
on my back. I started scream-

 For most victims October 
is a chance for us to voice 
experience in a horrific topic 
that affects one out of every 
four women, and about three 
million men a year. October is 
domestic violence awareness 
month and for victims like 
Jazz, Amy and myself, this 
gives us a chance to share our 
experience with others. Our 
journeys might be different in 
how we made it into transi-
tional living, but the one key 
factor that we all share is the 
saving grace of 2-1-1.  
 Only a victim can under-
stand how fear holds us, con-
sumes us, and changes us. 
Most people do not under-
stand  victims of domestic 
violence; they cannot grasp 
the control that fear has over 
us.  
 Jazz thought that every 
relationship was like hers. It 
took the convincing of her 
cousin to get her to understand 
that she was in a domestic 
violence relationship. Her 

ing which I think scared him 
off. If it wasn’t for the kind-
ness of strangers giving me a 
shirt, the bus driver letting me 
on with no money, and the 
nice man giving me his shoes 
right of his feet, I would prob-
ably be dead if he had caught 
up to me.  Once I made my 
way to my sister's house, I 
borrowed money from her and 
made my way to Barstow. 
That is when  I came in con-
tact with Mrs. Olivia who 
helped me and gave me the 
number 2-1-1. From there, the 
2-1-1 operator gave me all the 
necessary numbers to get into 
a shelter.” 
 For Leslie (myself), we 
had got into an argument 
where he hit me a few times 
with a can of hair 
spray...giving me a black eye 
and bruises on my body. I had 
enough after four years, so I 
made a plan to leave for good. 
The day my mother was to 
coming to pick me up, I acted 
normal and everything was 
fine until she pulled up. He 
started lashing out violently. 
He kept telling me you’re not 
coming back I know it. “If 

you leave, I swear you'll re-
gret it.” I kept reassuring him 
that I was coming back, it was 
just over night. He knew I was 
lying. That night I called the 
number my aunt got from 2-1-
1 and that next morning, I left 
town and went into a shelter. 
 After our separate jour-
neys in shelters it has lead us 
all to each other. Being thank-
ful for finding space within 
transitional living we are each 
on our own mission at Victor 
Valley College. Jazz wants to 
be a medical examiner and 
says, “I want to give victims a 
voice to find the person who 
took it away from them.” 
Amy wants to be a social 
worker to help young  chil-
dren before they become 
abusers or victims.  
  As for me, I want to teach 
and educate others how to 
receive and give effective 
communication without it 
escalating to an argument or 
violent act. One thing we all 
are thankful for is that we 
each had the courage to dial 2-
1-1; it truly saved our lives. 

On Saturday, October 24, the 
Think Pink 5K Obstacle 
Challenge will be taking 
place at the Heritage Games 
at the High Desert Event 
Center (14800 7th Street). All 
races are free with the excep-
tion of the Think Pink race 
for Breast Cancer which will 
be $25 per person. All pro-
ceeds will go toward organi-
zations devoted to fighting 
breast cancer. For more in-
formation about the events or 
to register to race, go to 
http://hvvmg.com/news-and-
events/heritage-games/  

Pink from page 1 
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VVC Student Stories 

 The month of October brings Victor Valley College 
(VVC) students more than just candy and pumpkin spiced 
lattes. For sophomore Sarah Desormiers, October introduces 
the chance to send out applications to Universities and think 
about her future. Sarah has applied to Cal State San Bernar-
dino and will soon apply to Cal State Marcos. 
   Sarah has been set on majoring in Pediatrics Nursing, 
passionately saying “I want to be able to help kids who can-
not really speak for themselves and to be able to say that I 
saved a life or just made someone feel better.” Sarah confid-
ed that she’s really good with kids. VVC encourages its stu-
dents to pursue their passions and sets them on the career 
path. 

By Angel Camacho      
News Editor  

By Brittany Nistler 
RamPage Reporter 

 Jason Ibarra is a 22 year  old Victor  Valley College 
student working to 
attain his second Asso-
ciates Degree in Math 
and Science. He di-
vides his time between 
working as a manager 
at Cinemark, watching 
sports, going to school, 
and the gym.  
 The gym specifical-
ly is a topic of discus-
sion that interested Ibarra because how much of an impact it 
has on his life.  He describes working out as “a tangible ac-
colade that is accumulated through hard work and preci-
sion.”  
When asked about his future goals and aspirations, Ibarra 
states “I just want to have a stable career; one that can pro-
vide a suitable lifestyle for my future family.” Jason Ibarra 
isn’t sure where his life will take him and doesn’t give it 
much thought.  
 After interviewing Ibarra, it was easy to understand his 
character. Ibarra was able to show kindness without being 
soft. He believes in who he is without knowing where he 
wants to go in life. His straight-forward personality can be 
misconstrued; however, he doesn’t feel the need to apologize 
for his honesty. “People just don’t take the time to know and 
understand other people.” Simply put, Ibarra isn’t afraid to 
be himself. 
 It’s safe to say that this honest and intelligent person will 
continue to make strides in his future endeavors, beginning 
with his work here at Victor Valley College.  
 Every student has their story; something that makes them 
unique. Whether it’s dedicating yourself to the gym, or liv-
ing life one moment at a time; discovering your individuality 
is all part of the college experience.    

Shaping Your Career, 
One Render At A Time 

Not all classes at VVC in-
volve reading from a text-
book or even taking up your 
time at home. If you’re not 
sure what you want to major 
in or if you’re just looking for 
a fun class that’s transferable, 
then check out the animations 
programs on campus.  
 When asked about the 
program Jeff Stalians, one of 
the animations professors at 
VVC, spoke enthusiastically 
about the class and it’s uses. 
The classes are a learning 
process from start to finish 
and teach basic and advanced 
skills that students can take 
into their careers. Stalians 
stated that there are around 

1,100 jobs in the industry, one 
of them being medical foren-
sics. 
 A few of the programs that 
Stalians and other animation 
professors on campus teach 
students to use hands on are 
Maya, 3D Studio Max, Pho-
toshop, After Effects, Premi-
ere, and Mudbox. The profes-
sors show the students how to 
complete projects using step 
by step methods; at the end of 
the semester students work 
together to complete a project 
under the supervision of their 
professor. 
 Overall, the animations 
program is a fun experience 
that will open the doors for 
many careers. 

By Chris Ibarra  
RamPage Reporter 

VVC Campus Photo by: Hugo C. Valdez 

Share your best VVC photos by using 
#vvccontest on Twitter  or Facebook! 
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 It's been years since Direc-
tor Ridley Scott made a film 
worthy of any sort of praise or 
accolades. However, The 
Martian is a return to norm for 
this great director. From the 
onset, The Martian wastes no 
time. The opening scene on 
Mars is breathtaking and sets 
the tone for the visual master-
piece to come.  
 Due to a storm on Mars, a 
team of astronauts must im-
mediately evacuate the planet. 
It’s during their escape that 
Mark Watney (played by Matt 
Damon) is hit by debris and 
separated from his crew. A 
short and unsuccessful search 
for Wattney his fellow astro-
nauts are convinced he's dead, 
and forced to leave him. How-
ever, Watney is alive and 

stuck on Mars with a limited 
food and water supply and no 
clear way of contacting 
NASA. 
 Adapted from the bestsel-
ling book of the same name, 
Writer Drew Goddard  keeps 
the best elements of the book 
while not getting bogged 
down by some of the less ex-
citing details. Due to Wat-
ney’s life being in constant 
peril, a fair amount of God-
dard’s script is dramatic and at 
times scary. Where The Mar-
tian separates itself from re-
cent space adventures like 
Gravity and Interstellar is in 
its efforts to inject comedy 
into almost every scene. Wat-
ney in particular never misses 
a chance to make a joke about 
his increasingly dire situation. 
The self deprecating humor 
helps energize Watney’s day 

as ever. He seamlessly weaves 
between locations and charac-
ters allowing every actor have 
his or her moment. Simply 
put, The Martian is one of the 
best movies of the year. It 
succeeds as a drama and thrill-
er. I give it a 9.3/10. 

to day activities that in a less-
er script would be boring. 
 Matt Damon leads an A-
list cast and gives what is ar-
guably the best performance 
of his career. The majority of 
The Martians 141 minute run-
ning time is spent with Wat-
ney alone trying to "science" 
his way on Mars in order to 
stay alive. There's never a dull 
moment with Watney. The 
daily vlogs he records inject 
humor and science into the 
film without ever seeming to 
exposition heavy.  
 Damon is the standout, 
back on earth at NASA head-
quarters the rest of the cast 
shines. From Jeff Daniels and 
Sean Bean to Chiwetel Ejifor 
and Kristen Wiig the acting 
performances on display are 
worthy of Academy Awards 
recognition. Ridley Scott's 
direction prowess is as evident 

 On September 25th, 
VVC’s Performing Arts 
Center held an outstanding 
musical recital. The recital 
featured Dr. Michael 
Couper, saxophonist, and 
Dr. ChoEun Lee, pianist, 
both accomplished musi-
cians, having performing 
nationally and internation-
ally. 
 The 
musi-
cians 
played 
through 
three 
different 
move-
ments 
and two 

stand-alone songs, playing 
13 songs all together. Each 
movement had it’s own dis-
tinct sound and feel which 
shows not only the variety 
of sounds two instruments 
can make, but also displayed 
the skill of the musicians. 
 Dr. Couper and Dr. Lee 
will be playing the same 
material at Carnegie Hall 
this upcoming Halloween.  
 This was Dr. Couper’s 

and 
Dr. 
Lee’s 
first 
time 
play-
ing at 
VVC, 
how-
ever 
both 

Scott Hits It Out Of This World With The Martian 
By Diallo Markus Kahin 

RamPage Reporter  

By Xavier LaMar  
RamPage Reporter 

Carnegie Hall Brought to VVC 
musicians are active in the 
San Bernardino county, 
even holding positions at 
California State University 
of San Bernardino. Dr. 
Couper encouraged all 
people to explore music 
and it’s many genres, be-
lieving that music plays a 
significant part in most 
people’s lives and stated 
“very few people don’t 
listen to music.” 
 For most people, the mu-
sic they performed may 
have been complex and 
new, but most, if not all, 
would say the performance 
was exciting and engaging. 
The recital was a great start 
to VVC’s Fall musical line 
up. 

Dr. ChoEun Lee & Michael Couper.  Photo courtesy of ASB 

Steph DeFerres’Once Upon A  
Wolf, December 3-19; Audi-
tions on October 22-23, 4:00 
PAC room 128 

Produced with permission from 
Samuel French Inc.  

PAC 
Upcoming 

Events  
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Cross Country Goes the Distance 

Dance Team Brings Rhythm to New Semester 

 This season, Cross Coun-
try is proving that hard work 
really pays off. Head coach, 
Daniel Lyon, 
explained that 
he has a com-
plete women's 
team, but not 
a complete 
men's team. 
Despite this, 
he has high 
hopes for the 
runners he 
has. Not hav-
ing the re-
quired five 
runners to 
complete a 
team was 
Lyon's big-
gest worry. 
However, the 

male runners he has still get to 
compete. They run as individ-
uals and get scored individual-
ly. The women's team is com-
peting as a whole and they 
have great chances of going to 

SoCal, the Southern section 
championships, or State finals. 
Even though going to State is 
an objective, Lyon just wants 
to see improvement in his 
teams. "That is the most im-

portant thing 
to me. As long 
as they im-
prove, I'm 
happy," Lyon 
said. The 
teams' dynam-
ic is very co-
hesive and 
they often run 
together and 
push each 
other to do 
better. Assis-
tant Coach, 
Erica Varela 
stated, "The 
process is 
more im-
portant than 

the product." 
 Men's runner, Michael 
Nides, loves his team and 
feels like they really motivate 
each other and he has seen 
improvement in himself, 
which he is very proud of. 
"Every time I run I feel like I 
improve a little more.” 
 This dedicated team prac-
tices every Monday through 
Friday at 6pm. If you are in-
terested in joining Cross 
Country, a minimum of 12 
units is required to join. They 
will be accepting those that 
want to start training in the 
spring. You can contact Dan-
iel Lyon through email at dan-
iel.lyon@vvc.edu. 
 Even though no meets will 
be held on the Victor Valley 
College campus, don’t forget 
to support your fellow Rams.  

By Jessica Vaughan  
Features Editor 

By Robert X. Campos  
RamPage Reporter 

 The VVC Rhythmic 
Dance Team has gotten off to 
a busy start this semester with 
promises of more to come. 
Dance team president, Nica-
rose Marcial, is looking for-
ward to the team continuing to 
show off their hard work 
around campus and at the 
football games. With great 
confidence in her team, Mar-
cial said, “This would all be 
great practice for the Fall 
Dance Production they work 
toward at the end of every 
semester.”   
 The Production will be a 
three-day event, December 4th

-6th, and in tradition with the 
dance team, a specially pre-
pared routine will be per-
formed. Marcial said she 
couldn’t reveal what the 

theme this semester will be, 
but did say that the dance 
team always focuses on hip-
hop style dance, “the rest of 
the dance production will fo-

cus more on jazz, ballet, and 
tap, and we just want to bring 
something different.” In previ-
ous semesters the dance team 
has incorporated a hip-hop 

style in combinations that 
related to the other programs, 
consisting of ballet, contem-
porary lyrical, and theatrical 
production.  
 Along with the Fall Dance 
production, the team will per-
form free live musical theatre 
for elementary students. Mar-
cial says they are happy to do 
this because previous semes-
ters they were unable to, due 
to the elementary schools’ 
schedule. The dance team is 
proud to have a full schedule 
and it is due to the major sup-
port of advisor Patty Golder. 
“Without her support and ded-
ication to the team, none of 
these things would be possible 
and it’s a privilege to have her 
as my advisor,” Marcial said. 
The team’s next performance 
will be on the October 24th 
home football game.  

Photo Submitted by: Daniel Lyon 



RamPage      Victor Valley College     SPORTS October 20, 2015   Page 8 

Women’s Volleyball: Diggin’ It Out 

 Christa White, Head 
Coach of the VVC Women’s 
Volleyball Team, has the aspi-
rations of any previous cham-
pionship coach: to win 
again. The Volleyball team, 
with a meager 3-10 record, 
has not had the start to the 
season they had hoped for . 
Boasting a lot of players, 
the women have lost two 
starters to knee injuries, 
causing a lack of confi-
dence in their ability due to 
the way their season has 
started, as well as those 
losses.  White believes that 
the talent of the group is 
there, they just have to be-
lieve it.  
 Compared to last year's 

team, Coach White says that 
experience is the most defin-
ing difference between the 
two teams, last year being the 
co-champions of the Foothill 
Conference. White describes 
this year’s team as a beehive, 

where everyone must work 
together and do their job to be 
successful . She said, “Last 
year, I had a [wolf] pack, as 
well as a pack leader. Every 
championship I've had, that's 
been the quality.” Coach 

White still believes her team 
has a fighting chance at  victo-
ry throughout the season, with 
hopes of winning the confer-
ence again.  
 Captains Jessica Coromi-
na, libero, and Taryn Kelley, 
setter/outside hitter, along 
with the only returning soph-
omore, Sabrina  Victor,  are 
all heavily counted on to take 
hold of the team and bring 
them together this season. 
Freshmen Breanna Low, 
Margaret Garret, and Angele-
na Esparaza also are starting 
to show their talents on the 
court.  
 The women play at home 
against Cerro Coso College 
on October 21st at 5:30 p.m.   
 

By Albert Monge 
Sports Editor 

Women’s Soccer Impresses in Victory 

 The weather on Saturday, 
October 3rd was decent 
enough to not affect the quali-
ty of football played, with 
minimal wind and no rain 
present. This allowed both 
teams to disregard the envi-

ronment and focus solely on 
their game plan. Victor Valley 
College Women’s Soccer 
wasted no time establishing 
dominance, scoring within the 
first minute of play. Midfield-
er Kali Viodes received a pass 
from teammate Lauren Rael 
and placed her shot in the bot-
tom left corner, giving the 

opposing team’s goalkeeper 
little chance to prevent the 
goal. College of the Sequoias 
attempted to strike back only 
seconds later when one of 
their player’s shots hit the 
post. It was a missed oppor-
tunity that would have 
changed the game and given 
College of the Sequoias much 
needed confidence. 
  As a result of the missed 
opportunity, the home team 
kept on the pressure and ex-
tended their lead to two goals. 
Viodes scored her second and 
last goal of the day after re-
ceiving a pass from forward 
Maria Lara. Lara herself 
scored a goal in each half and 
had two assists to show as a 
result of her good play. For-
ward Saida Aparicio also had 
two goals and two assists, 
with one coming from a pen-
alty in the 35th minute. Aside 

from the post in the beginning 
of the match and another in 
the second half, College of the 
Sequoias could do little to 
penetrate a well-organized 
Rams defense. As a result 
Rams finished with a 6-0 vic-
tory.  
 Rams Head Coach Walid 
Jomaa has coached in the 
High Dessert for over 20 
years, including seven years 
as assistant coach for VVC 
women’s soccer. He has also 
coached at Sultana High 
School and Victor Valley 
High School, in which he won 
3 league championships and 2 
CIF semi-finals appearances. 
Staff and students would hope 
he can find similar success 
coaching the VVC women’s 
soccer team. As of October 
16, they have a record of 8 
wins and 6 losses.  
 
 

By Bryan Garcia 
RamPage Reporter 

VVC hosts Rio Hondo College on Oct. 13th.                 Photo by Albert Monge. 
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RAMPAGE STAFF 

Managing Editor: Hugo C. Valdez 
News Editor: Angel Camacho 
Features & Entertainment Editor: Jessica Vaughan 
Sports Editor: Alber t Monge 
Photo Editor: Lauryn Jackson 
Reporters: Jessica Boykin, Rober t X. Campos, Bryan Garcia, 

 Chelsea Godfrey, Chris Ibarra, Diallo “Markus” Kahin, Xavier 
 LaMar, Leslie Reneé Leach, Brittany Nistler 

Cartoonist: Guest Work Welcome  
 
Adviser/Instructor: Deanna Hays 
Administration/Faculty/Staff Mentors: Jennifer  Fowlie,  
Robert Sewell,  
Printing: Victor  Valley College Campus Pr int Shop  

 

Mission Statement:  

The Victor Valley College RamPage is a student-run newspaper 
that aims to inform and entertain the Victor Valley Community. 
We strive to teach and preserve core journalistic values while 

supporting the unity of faculty and students on campus.  

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
VVC RamPage, 18422 Bear Valley Road, Victorville, CA 92395     
Email: vvcrampage@gmail.com or  
http://www.vvc.edu/offices/rampage 
Website: http://www.issuu.com/vvcrampage 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
The RamPage is a newspaper published as an educational exercise 
and First Amendment Public Forum by students at Victor Valley 
College in Victorville, Calif. Issues come out approximately twice a 
month in the two full-length semesters, generally each February, 
March, April, May, September, October, November and December, 
for a total of 14 issues each calendar year.  
     The views expressed by the RamPage are not necessarily those of 
VVC, its board of trustees, its administration, its faculty, its staff, its 
Associated Student Body Council or its students.  
     The RamPage welcomes press releases, story ideas, letters to the 
editor, guest articles and guest editorials. Submit proposed items to 
the on-campus mailbox of RamPage Adviser Deanna Hays clearly 
marked as being submitted for publication. Or, email them to 
vvcrampage@gmail.com or mail information to RamPage, Victor 
Valley College, 18422 Bear Valley Road, Victorville, CA 92395. 
   VVC’s journalism program belongs to the Associated Collegiate 
Press, the California Newspaper Publishers Association and the Jour-
nalism Association of Community Colleges. 
 ADVERTISING 
     The RamPage generally accepts as advertising only  8 1/2 - by -11
-inch flyers as inserts or various sizes printed in the paper. The cost 
of inserts is $100, which covers insertion/distribution of 1,500 cop-
ies. The cost and responsibility of designing, reproducing and deliv-
ering the 1,500 flyers to the RamPage is borne by the advertiser.  
     To discuss display advertising options or to purchase any form of 
advertisement, call Assistant Director of Auxiliary Services Deanna 
Murphy at 760-245-4271 extension 2707. Acceptance of any adver-
tisement in the RamPage does not constitute endorsement by the 
paper, college, district, board, council or student body.  
     The RamPage reserves the right to reject any material — adver-
tising or editorial — that it deems to be not in keeping with the 
standards of the paper. 

UPCOMING RAM’S ATHLETIC EVENTS 

10/20 - Women’s Soccer vs College of the Desert @Home 
10/20 - Men’s Soccer vs College of the Desert @ Home 
10/21 –Women’s Volleyball vs Cerro Coso College @ 
Home 
10/23 - Women’s Volleyball @ Chaffey College 
10/24 - Football vs Compton College @ Home 
10/24 - Wrestling @ Meathead Tournament—San Luis 
Obispo 
10/27 - Women’s Soccer vs San Bernardino Valley Col-
lege @ Home 
10/27 - Men’s Soccer vs San Bernardino Valley College @ 
Home 
10/28 - Women’s Volleyball vs San Bernardino Valley Col-
lege @ Home 
10/30 - Women’s Soccer @ Rio Hondo College 
10/31 - Football vs Mt. San Jacinto College @ Home 
11/3 - Women’s Soccer @ Chaffey College 
11/4 - Women’s Volleyball @ Rio Hondo College 
11/6 - Women’s Soccer @ College of the Desert  
11/6 - Men’s Soccer @ College of the Desert 
11/6 - Women’s Volleyball vs College of the Desert @ 
Home 
11/7 - Football @ College of the Desert 
11/11 - Women’s Volleyball @ Cerro Coso College 
11/13 - Women’s Volleyball vs Chaffey College @ Home 

FIND US · FOLLOW US· CONTACT US 

@VVCRamPage 
Follow us on twitter and tweet us an in-
teresting account you think we should 
feature in an upcoming edition of the 
RamPage! #VVCRams 

 

Contact us: 

vvcrampage@gmail.com  
View online at: 
Website: http://www.issuu.com/vvcrampage 

 

Check out our Twitter and Facebook page for 
an upcoming contest! 
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CSUSB has secured an NSF-CREST grant to fund a paid research 

internship with the Chemistry Department for January 2015 at 

Victor Valley College. Each student accepted will earn a paid  

stipend of  $1200 for 4 weeks of  research. 

 

CHEM 201 (or equivalent) is required,  

CHEM 202 (or equivalent) and above preferred. 

 

If  interested, please submit a typed letter of  interest along with a 

copy of  unofficial transcripts to TJ Kennedy 

(Thomas.Kennedy@vvc.edu, ext. 2276, Office 35)  

or John Hoskins (John.Hoskins@vvc.edu, ext. 2646).  

Deadline for submission is October 15, 2014. 

Victor Valley College—

CSUSB Winternship 

January 2015 
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