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Story by Mark Barajas 
Reporter 

   The Victor Valley College 
Associated Student Body hosted 
a debate forum on Oct. 7 in the 
Student Activity Center, where 
the public met the three candi-
dates running for the upcoming 
Board of Trustees election. Joe 
W. Brady and Joe Range, both 
current board members joined up
-and-coming candidate John 
Pinkerton in the debate.    
   Issues involving accreditation, 
campus climate, an educational 
workforce, and respect for one 
another were all topics of discus-
sion. Pinkerton, counselor of 
Silverado High School, has been 
a member of the High Desert 
community since 1992 and hopes 
to bring VVC into financial sta-
bility. Brady, Trustee appointed 
in 2011, and Range, Trustee 
since 2003 shared their thoughts 
as board members during the 
current accreditation crisis. Fur-
ther examination into questions 
rise, ‘what can these candidates 
do for VVC?’ It’s clear the best 
interest of the candidates is to 
keep students moving forward, 
taking necessary steps to a four 
year university. Actions speak 
louder than words; the Trustees 
should know they are here for 
the students. As the budget defi-
cit rises, unrestricted reserves are 
what we may rely on in the fu-
ture.     
   “The ACCJC (Accrediting 

Commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges), in their first 
report in four to six pages show 
how serious our financial issues 
are, without the money to oper-
ate this program, we don’t have a 
school, without a school, we 
don’t have students, without 
students, we don’t have an edu-
cated workforce,” said, Brady.  
   Candidate Range spoke on 
solutions to accreditation issues. 
VVC and its staff are working 
together in efforts to help the 
college. If efforts fail to meet the 
primary goals of the ACCJC, 

VVC will face losing its accredi-
tation.  
   “If we took every dollar in 
reserves, the five percent, assum-
ing we can do that, it’s another 
problem we face. Folks want to 
save the school, but I don’t see a 
dead end, I see a turn,” said, 
Range. 
   Brady expressed his concerns 
about VVC’ future budget deficit 
and fiscal stability early on in the 
forum. Treating the VVC com-
munity as a company and be-
coming more financially respon-
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public at a forum hosted by ASB in the Student Activities Center.  
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Continued in Trustees on page 2 
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Story by Annette Linares 
Reporter 

   On Oct. 1, the California State 
University college applications 
were available online for the fall 
semester of 2013.  Starting Nov. 
1, the University of California 
college applications will be open 
for applicants. For any Victor 
Valley College student who 
plans on transferring next fall, 
the time to apply is now. The 
deadline for submitting applica-
tions is Nov. 30.  
   One year before transferring, 
students are expected to already 
have completed the ‘golden 
four’ classes, which Transfer 
Counselor, Lorena Ochoa, ex-
plains are College Algebra, Crit-
ical Thinking, Communication 
Studies and Written Communi-
cation, by the end of spring se-
mester. These classes are re-
quired because students are 
transferring as an upper division 
junior. Failing to complete these 
courses will deny acceptance to 
any CSU or UC. 

   Ochoa recalls a student who 
was accepted to UC San Diego, 
but didn’t realize Math 90 did 
not count towards their curricu-
lum so those credits were taken 
off the student’s transcript. 
   “All CSU’s and UC’s follow 
the same application process. 
Whereas the private schools and 
out-of-state schools all follow 
their own, so a student will need 
to check with that individual 
school,” said Interim Student 
Services Specialists in the Trans-
fer Center, Kevin Barda. 
   Normally the CSU application 
process takes about half an hour 
to an hour, if the student does 
not have all the right documenta-
tion it can take longer. Using the 
CSU mentor website, students 
can fill out one CSU application 
and all the information will be 
carried over to another CSU 
application if the student wished 
to fill it out for another school. 
Now UC’s are different because 
the application requires a per-
sonal statement that requires 
more time to complete. Ochoa 

 • Remember to register to vote! New law states that you 
may still register up til election day and still vote. There is 
a link on Victor Valley College website to register. 

 • University reps to visit VVC campus schedule is 
available online www.vvc.edu. Transfer center requires 
appointments for all representatives. Visit the transfer 
center in Bldg. 55 or call (760) 245-4271 x2139 

 • Sign up for a Fall 2012 campus tour. Upcoming tours 
include CSU Dominguez Hills on Oct. 19, UC Riverside 
on Oct. 26 and CSU San Bernardino on Nov. 9. Sign up in 
the Transfer Center (Bldg. 55) 

• The Library has study rooms available for student 
use.  Study rooms can be reserved for 3 hour increments up 
to a week in advance.  Take advantage of this opportunity as 
midterms are just around the corner! 

• The Library’s Annual Book Sale will start on Monday, Oct. 
22.   Please bring your donations of books and maga-
zines.  Proceeds from the sale will be utilized to purchase 
new materials for the Library. 

sible. 
   “I look at this as a company; you 
are our stock holders, our stake 
holders, our share holders,” said, 
Brady. 
   The primary goals met by the 
Board of Trustees are policies. 
Hiring a new president superinten-
dent, setting goals for future 
boards are primary concerns for 
candidate Brady.  
   “Collaborating is what we need, 
the experts are the teachers and 
staff, in every area, and they hold 
the answer. If there isn’t a class 
working, pulling their weight, we 
need to get the attention of the 
staff and regroup,” said, Pinker-
ton. 
   Although VVC faces a crisis of 

a deficit, cutting costs on facil-
ities, staff, or classes doesn’t 
cut it. Staff is the backbone of 
this campus that facilitates the 
student’s needs. Removing 
utilities doesn’t help with 
bringing costs down. Students 
need classes; the climate of the 
campus may change because of 
saving from cutting a class. 
VVC needs the students to 
continue with the gain of an 
education. Cutting losses dis-
tance the diversity of VVC and 
its students who need the lead-
ers. A 2011 accreditation fol-
low-up report shows that the 
climate has made progress but 
work still needs improvement 
following 2012. All of these 
topics were addressed during 
the forum by all three candi-

dates. 
   “I’m not here to cut classes, 
we’re looking into programs 
that work, four years ago we 
had programs that worked but 
probably not today,” said, Joe 
W. Brady. “We got to roll up 
our sleeves and ask are we here 
for the students? We will come 
to a figure pretty quickly of 
what we got to do.”   
   Before the forum began, 
Attendees were able to write 
down questions. Questions 
were written by the public, 
students, and staff showing 
great concerns about the VVC 
community. During the forum, 
ASB addressed the candidates 
with the attendees’ questions 
randomly. As the candidates 
publicly stated their responses, 

those in attendance were able 
to hear each candidate’s stance 
on particular issues relating to 
VVC. The Trustees are not an 
independent decision making 
board; issues presented to the 
board must come to a consen-
sus vote. The candidates 
agreed that cooperation and 
collaboration are essential to a 
function board. Each candidate 
specified that it is difficult for 
five of the board members to 
come together and always 
agree.   
   “Right now accreditation is 
number one, we are closely 
dealt with that, accreditation 
and fiscal are most important,” 
Range said, “we do it for our 
students.” 
    

Trustees from Page 1 

Continued in Transfer on page 3 

• Victor Valley College will go through another college 
campus Shakedown at 10:18 a.m. on Oct. 18. Students 
will be escorted to Parking Lot 9 until the drill is over. 
Until such time, no one will be allowed on campus. 

• Childrens’ Development Center Halloween Event will 
be on Oct. 26 in the Student Activities Center. Come en-
joy feast and festivities for all the little boils and ghouls. 
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Date Time Location 

Tuesday, Oct. 16 4p.m.– 6 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 171 

Wednesday, Oct. 24 1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Monday, Oct. 29 12 p.m.– 2p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Monday, Nov 5 2 p.m.– 4 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Tuesday, Nov 13 1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 171 

Monday, Nov. 19 12 p.m.– 2 p.m. Bldg 21, Rm. 170 

Wednesday, Nov. 28 4 p.m.– 6 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 171 

Friday, Nov. 30 1 p.m.– 5 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Date Time Location 

Wednesday, Nov. 7 1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Thursday, Nov. 15 3 p.m.– 5 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Monday, Nov 19 2 p.m.– 4 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

Tuesday, Nov. 27 3:30 p.m.– 5:30 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 171 

Friday, Nov. 30 1 p.m.– 5 p.m. Bldg. 21, Rm. 170 

CSU Application Workshops 

UC Application Workshops 

You are encouraged to bring a list of your accomplishments to these workshops  
    

Bring (unofficial) transcripts from all  
colleges/universities attended.  

 

There will also be helpful workshops  to get you started on your UC  
application personal statement Monday, Oct. 15 from 1 p.m.– 2:30 p.m. and  Wednesday, Oct. 24 form 3:30– 

5 p.m. in Bldg. 21, Rm. 170.  
For more information visit the Transfer Center (Bldg. 55)  

or  call 760-245-4271 ext. 2139.  
www.vvc.edu/transfer-center  

The transfer center is offering the following 
workshops for assistance with applications for 

UC and CSU transfer students: 

recommends that a student 
should carefully write out their 
personal statement because it 
can be the difference between 
acceptance and rejection. 
   “Take advantage of the re-
sources we have…Its all for the 
students,” said Ochoa. 
   Ochoa says that some VVC 
students take an average of three 
to four years, depending on their 
major, to complete their required 
transferable units. This is based 
on students taking fall, spring, 
and summer classes. 
   If a student is denied, he or she 
can apply again but not until the 
next application period. The 
individual can attend VVC again 
but there are rules.  
   “They can return but they need 
to be aware that you can transfer 
a maximum of 70 units to the 
UC/CSU’s and also that after 90 
units at VVC financial aid is no 
longer available,” said Barda. 
   VVC Student, Veronica Gon-
zalez, will complete the “Golden 
Four” at the end of this spring 
and is planning on applying to 
University of California, River-
side, California State University, 
Fullerton and many others. This 
is her third year here at VVC and 
she will be transferring with her 
Associates of Arts in Liberal 
Arts. 
   “I picked those schools be-
cause they are close to home and 
have a lot of the things I am 
looking for in a school. I plan to 
live on campus or close to cam-
pus,” said Gonzalez. 
   If any student is having trouble 
understanding the process of 
applying, VVC’s Transfer Cen-
ter is always there to help. As 
Barda likes to say, “Plan early 
and plan often.” The center is 
located in the Counseling and 
Administration (Bldg. 55), over 
the lake, (760) 245-4271 exten-
sion number 2139. Students can 
go online to www.vvc.edu/
offices/transfer-center and have 
many of their questions an-
swered.  

    

The application deadlines for Universities of California as well as Cal State 
Universities for the fall 2013 semester are coming up and some  

applications are available online now. If you are planning on transferring 
to a university, don’t wait to talk to the transfer center! 

Transfer from page 2 
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Story by SarahJoy Stover 
Reporter 

   The absence of light on Victor 
Valley College lower campus 
between the track and softball 
field could be a possible safety 
hazard and contribution to crime 
in that area. 
    According to the VVC 
"Campus Crime Log-2012", 
there were four crimes that hap-
pened on lower campus between 
Sept. 4th- Sept. 20 at 4-10p.m. 
Vandalism, burglary, petty theft, 
and grand theft are taking place 
on lower campus. 
   "I heard that a girl got picked 
up, raped, beat up, and dropped 
back off on lower campus,” 
VVC student, Jessica Harrell 
said. 
   Whether these crimes are hap-
pening in the football, baseball 
and softball fields or in parking 
lots where lights are present, 
there are still issues with the 
lack of lighting. There is a bus 

stop on the corner where the 
sports fields are, and some stu-
dents that ride the bus have ex-
pressed concern because the bus 
stop is in the dark. Also, football 
practice has to stop when it gets 
dark. 
   Usually, college football 
teams practice in the evening, 
when it is cooler. Without lights 
present, the VVC football team 
cannot practice football nor 
have games at night, due to 
safety reasons. Football has to 
quit practice as soon as the sun 
goes down. 
   "The main reason we don't 
practice football after dark is we 
can't see. It would be a big help 
to have lights," Assistant Coach, 
James Stewart said.  
   "I don’t feel that the lower 
campus would be very safe at all 
without lighting at night because 
of the amount of buildings that 
are down there. It's a place 
where people like to work out, 
because in the evenings it’s a lot 

cooler in the high desert, so 
you'd feel it's a popular attrac-
tion for people to run around the 
track and maybe play sports 
towards the evening period," 
said Scott Jones, faculty mem-
ber of the Environmental Health 
and Safety Committee. "People 
would be at a disadvantage with 
safety if they didn't have light-
ing. The environment up here 
could be a target for sexual 
predators and things like that. It 
can be unsafe completely." 
   There are many people run-
ning around the track in the dark 
of the night, posing the lack of 
lighting as a safety hazard. It is 
also a campus violation that 
needs better enforcement. 
   “There should be no student or 
public gatherings down there 
after dark, and campus police 
should be enforcing that,” said 
Steve Garcia, Director of Facili-
ties. 
   Also, driving around the dark 
corner by the softball field could 

be a hazard to drivers and fatal 
to anyone crossing the street.  
   "I myself would feel safe driv-
ing around that corner, but if a 
kid were to run out in front of 
me into the street, the kid would 
not be safe," said  VVC student, 
Abens Cajuste. 
   "I wouldn't feel safe driving 
around that corner, especially 
because if a car doesn't have 
their headlights on then you can 
get in an accident. This is col-
lege so not all students can af-
ford to get repairs on their car," 
said Harrell. 
   Many students, especially the 
female students have to leave 
class in groups at night just to 
walk to their car, for safety pre-
cautions. 
   "I would feel better security 
for the students and staff if there 
were lights," said  automotive 
teacher, David Steinback.  
"It would be just around 

How safe do you feel the campus is after dark? Would you like to see improved security precautions? 

There are not enough lights, no 
security and no signs saying no 

loitering. They remove any possi-
ble way to defend yourself. I 

would like to see improved pre-
cautions. Better campus police 

who pay more attention to people 
who don’t have classes. 

 Brandon Smith  

It should be light in the park-
ing lots after dark. I have nev-

er really felt endangered, I 
have seen a couple fights a 
few semesters ago. The sac 
feels more intimidating than 

anywhere else.  
Aron Newell  

I feel the campus is pretty 
safe, I know security responds 
quickly when there is a prob-

lem. I think security is good as 
it is. Maybe more lights 

around parking lots because 
that can get pretty dark. 

Curt Williams  

It’d probably not be any safer 
than any other place after dark. I 

haven't seen security on the 
campus that much. I have seen 
police more during the day than 
at night. More lights would be 

more helpful, especially on low-
er campus and towards the back 

of the school. 
Gillian Espinoza 

Continued in Safety on page 6 

—SarahJoy Stover 
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Story By Ivan Rivera 

Reporter 

   The Victor Valley College 
Public Training Center Simula-
tion Lab is now up and running 
while using some of the most 
advanced technology to help 
train new students in the Emer-
gency Medical Technician field. 
   The training center, located 
just off of Johnson Road and 
Navajo Road in Apple Valley, is 
one of the few schools in the 
country offering training simu-
lations on METIman (Medical 
Emergencies Technologies 
Mannequin). 
   The METIman is an instruc-
tional dummy used to train stu-
dents in the field of emergency 
medical assistance. It has the 
anatomy of a human and can 

replicate what a human body 
would do under the stress of an 
accident. The dummies can 
mimic how the human body 
reacts to certain medication, or 
how the victim would excrete 
certain liquids. 
   Brian Hendrickson, a medic of 
30 years and clinical coordinator 
at the training center, is amazed 
at how much the METIman 
units can do for students. 
    “The program is unique. No 
other colleges are doing simula-
tions in real world environ-
ments,” said Hendrickson. 
   Most training or simulation 
programs for EMT's take place 
in a static environment like a 
doctor's exam room with an 
instructor present. With the ME-
TIman units, the instructor can 
remove themselves from the 
exam area, made possible by 

wireless cameras and micro-
phones set up, and observe how 
the students would handle them-
selves in a real world situation. 
The dummies can record an 
event as it happens and play it 
back as soon as it is over. This 
helps the instructors pinpoint 
areas in need of improvement, 
even if the faulty area wasn't 
noticed by the human eye. 
   Though the training center has 
only been open for two weeks 
Hendrickson points out that the 
project has been underway for 
well over a year backed by the 
administration that helped them 
along with Instrumental Media 
Services (IMS). IMS and the 
administration were integral in 
getting the project and facility 
up and running in a year and a 
half. According to Hendrickson 
the facility opened without a 
hitch due to everyone’s involve-

ment and expertise, and ME-
TImen worked just as well. 
   The EMT program that the 
METIman training is used on 
lasts one year, starting in June 
of 2012 and ending June of 
2013, and is worth 39 and a half 
credits. The course also encom-
passes many skill areas. With 
the METIman, situations of 
cardiac or respiratory scenarios 
can be ran all from the training 
center. 
   The technology and the meth-
ods that are used are some of the 
most innovative in the nation. 
The students in the program are 
getting experience they can use 
out in the field and not just theo-
ry so it seems as if the VVC 
Public Training Center was not 
only a worthwhile investment 
for the college but also to the 
people enrolled in the program. 

The Substantive Change Pro-
posal, a report declaring the 
efficiency of Victor Valley Col-
lege’s Distance Education Pro-
grams, known as online courses, 
went missing in July of 2004 
due to the change in campus 
presidency.  

VVC had to reconfirm its 
effectiveness in Distance Educa-
tion which placed the division 
on the chopping block as part of 
the college’s accreditation pro-
bation under Recommendation 
Five. 

If the ACCJC cancels VVC’s 
accreditation status, VVC will 
loose students, not just in the 
High Desert, but also in 35 
states through the loss of its 
Online Distance Education 
Courses.  

According to the second VVC 
Follow up report published on 
Oct. 12, Dr. Christopher 
O’Hearn asked the Accrediting 

Commission for Community 
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) 
staff to send him a copy of the 
Substantive Change Proposal 
response letter.  

 “This particular accreditation 
cycle made us realize that we 
should have finished that sub-
stantive change proposal in 
bringing up our Distance Educa-

tion programs on this campus 
even though we have been 
teaching the courses for a num-
ber of years,” said Rolando Re-
gino, Dean of Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering, and Math 
(S.T.E.M.) and Distance Educa-
tion Coordinator. “But as far as 
to the Accreditation Commis-
sion, we haven’t made that dec-
laration yet.” 

As stated by the first VVC 
follow up report published 
March 15, 2012, the college 
Distance Education Plan on: 

management and coordination 
of Distance Education and tech-
nical support, student and insti-
tution support, course and pro-
gram quality and development, 

professional development and 
readiness training for faculty 
and procedures for evaluation 
and improvement.  

“We’re formalizing the pro-
gram with all of its structure,” 
said Regino. 

Faculty worked during the 
summer semester through the 
first part of Oct. to get the pa-
rameters for the Distance Edu-
cation Plan complete.  

According to ACCJC news-
letter spring 2010, 60 percent of 
the concrete change reviews for 
the ACCJC this past year were 
for colleges offering more than 
50 percent of a program, degree 
or certificate through a mode of 
distance or electronic delivery. 
A requirement mentioned in the 
newsletter was for the ACCJC 
to watch if the college has a way 
of confirming that the student 
taking the course is the student 
who signed up for the online 
class as well as learning the 

Story by Micah Raimo 

News Editor 

“We have a responsibility to 
make sure that our distance 
education courses are at a 

quality level” 

Continued in Distance Ed. in 
page 8 
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Story by Rudy Gonzalez 
Reporter 

   VVC student Caitlyn Gempler 
once struggled with a difficult 
choice: stay in school or drop 
out and work full time. 
   Living on her own, Gempler 
had to decide between paying 
for the necessities of life, such 
as rent, electricity, food, etc., or 
to continue her education and 
stay the course toward her carri-
er goals.  This is the same posi-
tion many students find them-
selves in today, deciding be-
tween their immediate needs 
and their future.  For these stu-
dents the Pell Grant, a federal 
grant established in 1965 to help 
undergraduate students afford 
college, can be the difference 
between staying in school or 
dropping out.  When applying, 
however, students must provide 
their parents’ financial infor-
mation if they are under the age 
of 24, whether you live with 
your parents or not.  This infor-
mation is used to determine 
your eligibility, regardless of 
your dependency or relationship 
with your parents.   
   Gempler, now one of our rep-
resentatives to the American 
Student Association of Commu-
nity Colleges (ASACC), has 
been leading the way toward 
making the process more 
streamlined for students 21 to 
24, to file for a “change of cir-
cumstance” for cases when stu-
dents do not live with their par-
ents and receive no financial 
support from them.  This filing 
can deem a student 
“independent” and no financial 
information would be needed 
from the parents. 
   “If you can provide proof that 
you are financially independent, 
and you are 21 years or older, 
you should qualify for financial 
aid,” said Gempler. 
   ASACC, a nationwide organi-

zation of 1200 community 
colleges that represents 
close to 15 million students, 
will hold its National Stu-
dent Leadership and Advo-
cacy Conference from Nov. 
9to 11 in Tampa, Fla. Here, 
Gempler will try to bring 
the issue of independent 
age to the forefront. When 
ASACC members meet in 
Washington D.C. to vote on 
important issues, independ-
ent age will be one of them.  
If successful, ASACC will 
present the issue to a con-
gressional or senatorial 
representative. 
   Robert Sewell, Director of 
Auxiliary Services, said 
ASACC “facilitates the ability 
of students to come together, to 
lobby and advocate, on behalf of 
the community college student.” 
   ASACC ensures that the voic-
es of the students are presented 
to legislators first hand, so they 
can see the faces of those affect-
ed by their decisions. 
   Gempler, having once been 
affected by the issue of inde-
pendent age, will now be lobby-
ing to have the process re-
examined.  Not a blanket change 
from 24 to 21, but a streamlin-
ing of the process, for those 
students caught in the middle. 
   “Those students who are 
working and providing to the 
economy, paying their taxes and 
trying to have a better future,” 
said Gempler, “should not be 
penalized because of their par-
ents.”       

$400,000, just for the sports 
lighting around the fields, and 
that doesn’t take into the fact 
that once you install sports light-
ing, then there’s many many 
more things you have to do to 
make it safe at night. We were 
looking into making a stadium 
down there, putting in sports 
lighting, and with sports lighting 
comes emergency lighting as 
well. And you have to have the 
cost of bleachers, sidewalks, etc. 
So, it's a million dollar price tag 
for us to do something like that," 
said Garcia. 
    In order to do this, VVC 
would have to find a way to get 
a grant and raise money. A less 
expensive solution that the Facil-
ities Department has come up 
with is the possibility of putting 
up a fence and signs to keep 
everyone out of the field areas 
for safety reasons.  
   "It's either install lights and let 
everybody use it all the time and 
pay the utility cost that’s associ-
ated with the lights and installa-
tion and/or we have discussed 
maybe fencing the area to en-

force those issues," said Garcia. 
"The fencing would not only be 
used to protect the facilities 
themselves, but it would also be 
used as enforcement, so when it 
got dark, the gates would be 
locked up so the public couldn't 
go into those areas."  
   VVC has been looking into 
hiring a new police officer to 
better secure the campus. Many 
students also agree we could use 
more police officers. 
   "There are a lot of things we 
can do to improve the safety of 
lower campus, such as adding 
more lights. I know that we did 
recently put a light down on 
lower campus by the vocational 
tech building. We can definitely 
look at getting a new light," said 
Christina Kulasxa, the Health 
Science and Public Safety Sena-
tor. 
   As VVC looks into making 
lower campus a safer environ-
ment, students should be careful 
in the dark. It is recommended to 
stay away from dark areas. In 
case of an emergency, the exten-
sion for campus security is 
x2555. 

Safety from Page 4 

Caitlyn Gempler was among the many students who struggled with financial aid re-
strictions regarding independent age. She is now a student advocate  working to lower 
those restrictions for student who fund their own education. Photo by Rudy Gonzalez, 
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Story by Amber Schwartz 
Features Editor 

   Everyone has their holiday 
traditions, and I am no excep-
tion. I have my list of musts for 
Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. If the actions on my 
list are not acted out, the holiday 
just seems to become a dim 
rendition of better years long 
since passed. Now that October 
is upon us, my execution of 
some of the items on my person-
ified list has become priority.  
   I enjoy Halloween to the full 
extent. Whenever Halloween 
comes around, it is like an old, 
long-distance friend coming to 
visit once more. There are so 
many things one can do during 
this month that can brighten the 
spirits of anyone stuck in the 
obligation of a job or education 
alone. When life seems to be-
come a routine, Halloween 
comes around and decides to 
shake things up a bit.   
   Halloween gives the ordinary 
and unnoticed an eerie and 
strange inkling. October can 
allow the mind to wander about 
the everyday occurrences that 
go on. On a windy day in Sep-
tember, the scratches from a 
nearby tree branch against a 
window sound just as it is, but 
during October, the sound be-
comes a creepy noise that could 
scare a person who is home 
alone. Wind that stretches into 
the crevices of a house’s struc-
ture now sound like the wails 
and shrieks from some unseen 
being. I try to acknowledge the-
se sounds and permit myself to 

and fallen leaves scattered here 
and there. The cold, crispness of 
the air bites at my nose and 
causes me to bundle up, but it is 
one of the things that I enjoy 
most about this month. It has me 
in sweaters, scarves and hats; a 
fitting attire that I enjoy to be 
cloaked in.  
   My favorite thing about Hal-
loween though, is the specials 
that come on television all 
month long. I have my own 
personal stash of spooky de-
lights as well. I love the way 
normal television is changed 
during Halloween, and the holi-
days in general. I thoroughly 
enjoy all the specials and com-
mercials about ghosts and 
ghouls, witches and monsters; 
all encompassing fantasy and 
the paranormal.  
   During the holidays, some of 
my traditions stray away  from 
the universal traditions held by 
many, such as carving a pump-
kin or Christmas caroling, be-
cause I notice the little things. I 
am aware of the sound of many 
falling leaves and I always have 
an ear out for any holiday music
-making. In a sense, I am always 
prepared. I surround myself 
with all the feelings of a holiday 
and it is where I gain my happi-
ness. Fall, for all those who 
have yet to discover all its joy, 
is always fun if you know where 
to look.  
    
    
    

playfully hallucinate, and let my 
imagination run so that my Oc-
tober can be completely fulfilled 
and fun.  
   Besides scaring myself and 
only partaking in the spooky 
side of Halloween, I also pay 
attention to its sweet side, and I 
don’t just mean the candy. Alt-
hough candy corn is one thing 
that I must have during the 
month, I also just enjoy the 
overall “look” of October. Peo-
ple are not the only ones who 
wear a disguise, for trees put on 
a costume of their own when the 
leaves change to a different 
shade. Some trees lay barren 
when their leaves decide to de-
part and take up residency on 
the leaf-filled floor below. I try 
to catch a glimpse of a falling 
leaf caught in the cold breeze 
while it sluggishly slinks to the 
ground. I enjoy the look of 
leaves piled up along a sidewalk 
or in front of someone’s front 
yard. 
   Before I etch an everlasting, 
grimacing face onto a pumpkin, 
I like to dart in and out and be-
tween untouched pumpkins set 
in a row at a pumpkin patch. I 
take in the sight of the long 
rows of pumpkins and recognize 
the difference in shape, size and 
color of each pumpkin present-
ed.  
   One quality of October that 
isn’t hard to acknowledge is the 
obvious change in the weather. 
The air turns cold and creates a 
thin layer of frost on the twigs 
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Story by Micah Raimo 
News Editor 

Victor Valley College helps 
the High Desert’s employment 
through a series of unaccredited 
fee base courses. 

According to data gathered 
from the United States Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 
(www.google.com/publicdata/) 
updated Oct. 5, the unemploy-
ment rate in the areas surround-
ing VVC has decreased by one 
percent since August: Vic-
torville has a 14.2 percent un-
employment, Hesperia has 15.2 
percent, Adelanto is at 18.2 
percent and Apple Valley is at 
12.9 percent unemployment. 

With these numbers in mind, 
the institution changed the focus 
of the fee base courses to more 
career focused classes. So far 
the Winter and Spring 2012 
semester students have a 65 
percent success rate which 
makes about 35 college certi-
fied Phlebotomists. These Stu-
dents would still need to pass 
the National Exam in order to 
get their State licensure in 
order to enter the workforce. 

“I take a real business orient-
ed approach to putting together 
these classes because I want to 
serve my customer which is my 
market, the community; I want 
to serve my customers what 
they want. I don’t want to try 

and package something and sell 
it to them.  Right now they are 
telling me they want to get back 
to work,” said James Johnson, 
VVC Contract and Community 
Education Developer. 

Johnson has been with the 
Victor Valley College Founda-
tion since January of this year. 
His Job as VVC Contract and 
Community Education Develop-
er is to meet the needs of the 
community in fee based educa-
tion by managing the programs 
from the Foundation Office and 
to make sure none of the fee 
based courses interfere with the 
accredited courses on the cam-
pus. He goes online and reads 
the catalogue when he needs to 
and contacts the chairs and noti-
fies them of what he is doing 
regularly. 

Each fee based course is ei-
ther prep course for other cours-
es or cultural based courses, but 
the majority of the classes are 
classes to establish job skills to 
return to the work force. The 
difference between a Commu-
nity fee based course and a 
class is that, even though both 
classes are hosted at VVC and 
VVC’s name is on the certifi-
cate, the student of the com-
munity course is certified by 
the state and not the college. 
After the training is done, the 
student still has to complete a 

test from the state. 
VVC’s Accreditation Proba-

tion status directly affects cred-
ited courses such as English and 
Math.  Some courses, such as 
Phlebotomy, were once credit 
course but are now managed by 
the Foundation as fee-based. 
These classes are college pro-
grams that are managed by the 
VVC Foundation. 

Like a credited course, mini-
mal student counts must be met 
in order for the class to remain 
open so it does not cause a bur-
den to the college. VVC stu-
dents do not have to apply to the 
college in order to take one of 
these courses. 

The students pay a fee and 
they receive the instruction that 
they pay for. None of these 
courses can be paid for by the 
Board of Governors Fee Waiver 
or any form of Financial Aid. 
All of the money has to come 
out of pocket. Prices range 
from, according to the VVC For 
Me Website, 

(www.vvcforme.com),  a $13 
Beginning String Ensemble 
course to a $1,750 course in 

content from the class. 
 “Not only do I think the way 

we educate people here at this 
level has a lot to do with math 
and science because they are key 
areas for good jobs in this econ-
omy. I think the challenge we 
have is providing these types of 
courses,” said Regino  

As indicated by the Distance 
Education Report submitted in 
April 2011, the amount of stu-
dents increased by 15.5 percent 
every year from 2005 to 2010 
for online classes. While tradi-
tional face-to-face classes fluc-
tuated by 1 percent.  

In the year 2009-2010 40 
percent of city colleges offered 
degrees through distance educa-
tion making a total of 449 certif-
icates offered at 45 colleges, 

Distance Ed. from page 5 
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proving that distance education 
is growing in popularity. 

“We have a responsibility to 
make sure that our distance edu-
cation courses are at a quality 
level, according to the accredita-
tion guidelines. And that’s the 
challenge I see at this point. And 
to me it’s exciting,” said Regino. 
“I see us developing in these 
areas. I feel that I came at the 
college at a crucial time and a 
good time and to take on this 
responsibility.” 

The current report is in the 
mail and is to arrive at the AC-
CJC Oct. 15. An ACCJC team 
will be revisiting the college on 
Nov 7. 

Certified Phlebotomy Techni-
cian 1A to the new EKG Tech-
nician Course for $1,400. 

A state certification in Phle-
botomy opens doors in multiple 
cities across the United States. 
In the local area, a Phlebotomist 
could earn up to $15 per hour. 

A lot of these courses are 
hosted at various sites including 
the campus. Some are at the 
major 6 sites (like Silverado and 
Hesperia High School) but oth-
ers are supported by businesses 
across the High Desert commu-
nity. VVC is looking to expand 
the fee based certification cours-
es towards the allied health and 
manufacturing departments. 

“What I found is that VVC is 
really important to this commu-
nity and they are really really 
rooting for us,” said Johnson. 

For more information, visit 
the VVC For Me Website 
(www.vvcforme.com) or contact 
VVC Contract and Community 
Education Developer James 
Johnson at 760-245-4271 Exten-
sion: 214. 
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Story by April Terrero 
Reporter 

   Marking the 30th anniversary 
of Banned Books week by The 
American Library Association, 
the Victor Valley College li-
brary set up a display of books 
that have been banned or chal-
lenged worldwide. Banned 
Books Week was Sept 30 raise 
awareness about the literature 
being challenged and restricted 
from schools or public libraries. 
   “We want to give everyone a 
chance to bring awareness to 
that, as well as give them a 
chance to celebrate their own 
freedom to read.” said librarian 
Meghan Kennedy.  
   Banned books recognition 
began in 1982 but didn’t start 
keeping statistics until 1991, 
according to Kennedy. Chal-
lenged books are books that are 
deemed inappropriate, usually 
by parents. Banned books are 
officially taken out of the librar-
ies. There have been over 
10,000 books challenged since 
1990 for being labeled as un-
suitable, inappropriate, offen-
sive or for sexual explicit con-
tent.  
   VVC students were given the 
chance to look through and 
check out the featured books 
from the library’s display. The 
display was on the entry level of 
the library by the periodicals. 
The shelves of the display were 
covered with statistics of chal-
lenged books along with facts 
posted on the cover of each 
book. 
   “We are adults and have the 
right to read any material we 
want, because no matter what it 
is there will be some who actu-
ally do need that information for 
an assignment or work. Even if 
it’s for just entertainment pur-
poses, we still have the right to 
read it to take a break from 
school and relax with a good 
book.” said VVC student Ange-

lina Renfroe.  
   “I think it is good that the 
library is displaying books peo-
ple tried to ban; it may bring the 
topic of censorship to some 
people’s attention.” said VVC 
student Robert Fox. 
   The books are chosen by using 

the top 100 list which changes 
every year.  
   “It may have not been banned, 
it may have been challenged so I 
bring that out to people’s atten-
tion. Every year there’s some-
thing new added to it, but 
they’re still within the top 100.” 
said librarian Ramona Boyton. 

    Banned books have included 
“Harry Potter”, “The Hunger 
Games”, “A Clockwork Or-
ange”, “Charlotte’s Web”. With 
statistics changing every year, 
Boyton even predicts “50 
Shades of Gray” will land in the 
top 100 challenged books by 
next year. 

Celebrating freedom to read, the VVC library hosted Banned Books Week Sept. 30– Oct. 6. On display were books that had be 
either banned or challenged in libraries around the country.  Such books included Harry Potter, The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn and even the Dictionary.  Photo by April , Reporter 
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High Desert Pumpkin Patches are open for business! 

Boulder Creek Harvest Festival/ Pumpkin Patch-Hesperia 

Photo Essay by Kelli McGurk 
Editor-in-Chief 
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Stu Miller’s Seasonal Adventures Pumpkin Patch-Victorville 
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Story by Kristen Martin 
Reporter 

   The graduating class of 2012 
for Victor Valley College’s 
nursing program received 
the results for their Nation-
al Council Licensure Ex-
amination (NCLEX), and 
for the first time in 11 
years, they reached a 100 
percent passing rate. 
“I’m extremely proud of 
the faculty and staff and 
how much time and effort 
they’ve dedicated not only 
to this program, but also 
the fostering of students 
success,” said Doctor Jo-
seph Morris, Director of 
Nursing and Allied Health. 
“I feel very excited, words 
can’t explain; Feelings of 
happiness. I’m overjoyed.”    
   In California, the average 
passing rate for the 
NCLEX is 87.4 percent 
and 91.1 percent is the 
average passing rate in the 
United States. Only the top 
schools in California and 
America achieve a 100 
percent passing rate, and 
VVC’s nursing program 
proved they are a force to 
be reckoned with. 
    “It is an exemplary op-
portunity for the college 
and its nursing program…we 
need to recognize the excellence 
we have here” Luther expresses. 
“Give credit where credit is due; 
the faculty really deserves 
recognition on this great accom-
plishment.” 
   Morris feels very strongly 
about the outcome of the 
NCLEX. He has been at VVC 
since Jan. of 2010, and in that 
time his students have came 
close to a 100 percent passing 
rate, but did not accomplish it. 
   Such a large gap between ac-
complishments may come as a 
shock to many, but Luther had 
anticipated this outcome. 
   “I had heard the students were 
doing well, so it’s very believa-

ble,” said Pat Luther, Dean of 
Allied Health and Public Safety.  
   There have been a few chang-
es throughout the years that 

have led to such a monumental 
accomplishment. Some pro-
grams, equipment and even 
classes have been a major help 
to the students in the nursing 
program.    
   Morris and Luther both be-
lieve that nursing is an extraor-
dinary program at VVC with 
many possibilities. The Peers 
Empowering and Educating 
Peers Program (PEEPs), is dedi-
cated to student success and 
improving student outcomes, by 
a big brother/big sister mentor-
ing technique, according to 
Morris. 
   “We as staff and faculty are 
doing a good job,” said Morris. 
He believes the students have all 

they need to succeed and the 
teachers are accommodating 
them to the best of their ability. 
“The bar has been raised.” 

   The nursing program contin-
ues to grow and progress to 
bigger and better things. One 
improvement to the nursing 
program is the new electronical-
ly controlled mannequins with 
the ability to do most all human 
functions. They help the stu-
dents by giving them the oppor-
tunity to work with life-like 
scenarios of a hospital. 
      “Hands-on training is the 
best way to get the students to 
really understand what its like, 
and they really enjoy it,” Luther 
says. 
   At the end of the year, once 
the students have graduated, 
Morris provides a lecture review 
course for his students to ensure 

full preparation for the upcom-
ing NCLEX. The review course 
is $350 per student, but he pro-
vides it at no cost to his stu-

dents. 
   “I’m not required, I do it be-
cause of passion and want my 
students to succeed,” said Mor-
ris. 
      There has been talk of even 
more improvements to help the 
students of the nursing program 
including a new facility. 
   Nursing has always been one 
of VVC’s most successful pro-
grams. The success of last 
year’s graduates proves that the 
new technological advance-
ments are benefitting the stu-
dents’ success. For more info, 
contact the Health Sciences/
Allied Health Department at 760
-245-4271, ext. 2463 

Freshman nursing students work on a dummy before they get to handle the  electronic simulation men, a new feature added to the nursing 
program that has allowed students to have real life hands on training. The nursing department is continuing to raise the bar and excel 

proven by the success rate of VVC Nursing grads in the state licensure examination.  
Photo by Kristen , Reporter 
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Story by Tanya Patterson 
Reporter 

   The scent of gasoline perme-
ates the air. It’s overwhelmingly 
noisy and the shop is filled with 
spare parts and complicated 
machinery. 
   The Victor Valley College 
Automotive Department has 
traditionally been headquarters 
for the ultimate boys club, but 
now it bustles with diversity. 
Male and female, young and 
old; Automotive Technology is 
a growing industry with a stable 
employment rate. But are there 
opportunities available for any-
one with a passion for working 
with these mechanical beasts?  
   Brandy Jimenez, a student at 
VVC, has been studying with 
the schools automotive program 
for four years. She is part of the 
15percent of women on campus 
now working towards an Asso-
ciate in Automotive degree.  
   “I’m sure at first the guys 
probably thought that women 
were here as just a pretty face in 
the shop,” Jimenez said, “but 
once they saw my knowledge 
and enthusiasm regarding the 
cars, they started treating me 
like one of the guys.” 
Jimenez, whose father was a 
mechanic, has loved cars since 
she was a child.  Before attend-
ing VVC, she spent her time 
fixing up low riders to show – 
now she’s taking courses to 
learn more about their inner 
workings. 
   Title IX, signed by former 
President Nixon nearly 40 years 
ago, barred all educational pro-
grams from excluding any stu-
dent on the basis of gender. 
Regardless of the law, the stig-
ma has been hard to shake. 
Slowly, women began taking 
advantage of this change in poli-
cy. The nation is now beginning 
to witness a shift in several 
fields widely considered to be 
“men’s work.” 
   The more recent adjustments 
to this demographic are due in 

part to advancing technology in 
today’s cars. Cars are becoming 
increasingly reliant on complex 
electrical systems to regulate 
and enhance the mechanical 
workings. Electronics now con-
trol everything from engine 
function to seatbelts, adding a 
whole new element to auto 
shop.  
   In addition to heavy mechan-
ics, VVC offers classes that 
don’t require a huge amount of 
brute strength, which can be a 
good start for women who are 
just getting started in the field. 
Courses on electrical systems, 
shop management, service writ-
ing, drivability and hybrid me-
chanics, utilize student’s heads 
much more than their hands.  
   Still, John Sweet, Instructor 
and Department Chair of the 
Automotive Programs, says the 
women in his program aren’t 
shying away from getting down 
and dirty alongside the rest of 
the guys.  

   “There’s a difference between 
women and men as far as 
strength in most cases, so they’ll 
do the more technical work and 
less of the heavy overhauling,” 
Sweet said, “but a lot of women 
do it anyway.” 
   Kimberly Moran, a mechanic 
at Victorville’s Rancho Motor 
Company and alumni of the 
VVC Automotive Program, has 
done just that. A single mother 
of two boys, she was looking for 
a way to support her children 
when she found the program. 
After taking several courses, a 
friend recommended that she 
apply for her first job, changing 
oil. Within a year, she found 
herself conducting inspections 
on used cars.  
   “It’s fun, as long as you’ve got 
a thick skin and a good sense of 
humor,” said Moran, although 
she admits there are still chal-
lenges for women mechanics. 
   During an interview with a 
shop in Las Vegas, she was told 

that people on staff may say or 
do things that could be seen as 
offensive and was asked if that 
would become problematic. 
Moran didn’t get that job, leav-
ing her to question whether the 
decision was based on her gen-
der. She chose to move on with-
out causing a fuss about it, stat-
ing that to do so would likely 
“reinforce that perception.” 
   Traditionally, women in male 
dominated industries earn high-
er salaries because these pio-
neers have a high work ethic 
and excellent on the job perfor-
mance, having had to work 
harder for recognition in the 
field. So, why is it that only one 
out of every six repair shops in 
the High Desert employs a 
woman mechanic?  
   Brian Damgaard, from A&A 
Any Car Auto Shop has a theo-
ry, “Maybe women are just too 
smart to become mechanics…” 

Brandy Jimenez (center) goes to work under the hood with William Bravo (left) and Ivan Gayton during an automotive 
repair class. Auto Tech has seen a growing number of females in the male dominated field of mechanics.  

Photo by  Tanya Patterson, Reporter 
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Story by Trevor Cooper 
Reporter 

   As the lights in the Victor 
Valley College Performing Arts 
Center auditorium dim, and the 
audience quiets, the first act of 
the opening-night showing of 
"A Streetcar Named Desire" is 
about to begin. Oct 4, was the 
first day of the performance, 
directed by Ed Heaberlin, and 
put together by VVC's drama 
program. 
   "It's a phenomenal, beautiful 
play. It's a Pulitzer Prize win-
ning stage-play by one of the 
most fantastic American play-
wrights," said Heaberlin. "It's a 
great vehicle for my students to 
learn from." 
   A Streetcar Named Desire was  
written by Tennessee Williams. 
It follows Blanche Dubois, a 
former Louisiana schoolteacher 
who's dark past forces her to 
move in with her sister, Stella, 
and her husband, Stanley Kow-
alski. Blanche's incompatibility 
with Stanley ultimately leads to 
her destruction. 
   The 20 person cast did a spec-
tacular job in delivering the 
classic, oftentimes emotional 
script of this play. Throughout 
the opening night showing, the 
cast did not fail to keep the au-
dience engaged. Sounds of 
laughter, oohing, and ahhing 
echoed throughout the theater 
that night. The production func-
tioned like a well oiled machine. 
It was clearly well rehearsed. 
The set and costumes were all 
very well done. Heaberlin also 
felt the production was strong. 
   "The set is great, the costumes 
are great, and the actors are 
great." he said. 
   On the subject of actors, 
Blanche and Stanley, were pre-
dictably the most memorable. 
Johnny Uhorchuk (Stanley) did 
a fantastic job in portraying the 
unpolished, brutish nature of his 
character. He did a fine job of 
making the audience hate Stan-
ley by the end of the play. The 
fact that Uhorchuk was in no 
way afraid to really belt our his 

lines was most impressive. The 
delivery of his explosive and 
raw dialogue oftentimes 
shocked the audience's ear-
drums. It seemed the audience 
was initially taken aback by the 
volume of his performance, but 
I think it had a good effect on 
making them feel like he was 
going to "blow his top" at any 
moment. 
   "It was a little bit hard to 
break out of my shell at first, but 
it just progressed. I got more 
and more comfortable with it 
that I came out of my skin a 
little more each time we re-
hearsed. Ed showed me how to 
do it, and it just got easier as it 
went along." Uhorchuk said.  
Although Uhorchuk does not 
relate much with his character 
other than the fact that in Stan-
ley's case, it's not genius; its 
drive. 
   "I have a drive for this," he 
said. "It's what I'm passionate 
about." 

   Most people who have seen 
the play will come to the con-
clusion that Blanche is in com-
plete contrast to Stanley. She is 
refined, and often comes off as 
timid. Despite the fact that 
Stephanie M. Gastineau was 
cast as the challenging role of 
Blanche, you would not be able 
to discern the fact that this is 
Stephanie M. Gastineau first 
time onstage. She did a fantastic 
job playing her emotionally 
unstable role as Blanche. 
   "It was kind of hard to get into 
her emotional state. She's kind 
of on an emotional roller coaster 
throughout the entire play." said 
Gastineau. She portrayed the 
emotional instability quite well, 
especially without any prior 
experience performing. At the 
more emotional parts of the 
play, it would have taken an 
weathered critic's eye to expose 
the fact that it was Gastineau's 
first time on stage. 
   "I really enjoyed it. This is my 

second time seeing it." said 
playgoer Ashlee Pendlebury at 
the third showing of A Streetcar 
Named Desire. "It was done 
really well actually. I surprised 
at the quality of it." Pendlebury 
has posted about the play on 
Facebook and says she would 
definitely recommend the play 
to her friends and family. The 
set was constructed superbly. 
The dingy apartment gave off 
the claustrophobic feeling that 
the original writer intended. The 
costume designer, Ashley Gar-
cia, made the costumes in such a 
way that they were memorable 
and reflected the character's 
personalities. Taking into con-
sideration the fact that this was 
educational theater and that the 
cast and crew were only ama-
teurs, this was a fantastic, mem-
orable play. The cast and pro-
duction staff made a wonderful 
version of "A Streetcar Named 
Desire."  

Lead character Stanley Kowalski, was played by Johnny Uhorchuk.. Uhorchck did a superb job portraying the  
unpolished brutish nature of Kowalski. Photo courtesy of Ed Heberlin, Director 
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like “Trespasses,” “Sparrow’s 
Fall” and “Shame In The Way” 
present the mosh pit inducing 
hardcore influences.  

   The vocals, 
however, do not 
seem to be up to 
par with every-
thing else on the 
record. Lead 
singer Jacob 
Bannon seems 
so under-
produced and 
underdeveloped 
compared to the 
instruments. 
Bannon utilizes 
the screaming 
vocal style, yet 
he seems so far 
behind other 
vocalists in the 
genre.   Alt-

hough his voice 
leaves something to be desired, 
one has to admire his passion 
and fervor. 

   What Bannon lacks in vocals, 
he makes up for it in lyrics. He 
writes all the lyrics for Con-
verge and he is one of the best 
in the business. The first song 
on the album, “Aimless Arrow,” 
is easily one of the best written 
songs on the album, as Bannon 
compares himself to an aimless 
arrow: “I'm that aimless arrow 
lost from my very start. Vio-
lence without purpose, born of 
broken hearts. No one will ever 
guide me as I sail through the 
air. Now I just bring sadness in 
those who choose to care.” 
  Other than the vocals, this is an 
exceptional album. For Con-
verge fans, metal fans and hard-
core fans alike, this is a must 
buy. For everyone else, this is at 
least a must listen. 

   Converge is without a doubt, 
one of the most influential 
bands to come out of the metal 
scene over the last 20 years. 
They are one of the first bands 
to combine hardcore music with 
heavy metal, as well as throwing 
in mathcore and sludge metal 
influences. Their technique of 
playing “metallic hardcore” 
would later become the bench-
mark for a whole new form of 
metal genre, “metalcore.”  
   Converge’s new album, “All 
We Love We Leave Behind,” 
incorporates all of the band’s 
influences. Songs like “Aimless 
Arrow,” “A Glacial Pace” and 
the title track show off their 
metal influences while songs 

Review by Todd Hadler 
Editor 

Metal and Hardcore Converge,  but vocal styling is ‘left behind’Metal and Hardcore Converge,  but vocal styling is ‘left behind’Metal and Hardcore Converge,  but vocal styling is ‘left behind’   

disappointing 2009 release “The 
Resistance,” Muse added sym-
phonic rock to their ever ex-
panding influences. This new 
direction sought to make the 
music as inclusive and catchy as 
possible. Like it or not, this for-
mula is here to stay as evident in 
the release of their sixth studio 
album, “The 2nd Law.” 
   Opening in true Muse fashion, 

the album begins with their 
trademark distorted guitar 
ascensions and string accom-
paniments in “Supremacy.” 
With a distinct Freddie Mer-
cury quality yet lacking any 
of his inherent charisma, 
“Madness” follows up as the 
pop induction to the album. 
“Panic Station” sees a para-
digm shift as the mood transi-
tions into 80's inspired dance 
with funk infused bass lines. 
  While unrewarding, “The 
2nd Law” is still not without 

its merits. Lead singer and chief 
songwriter Matthew Bellamy 
experiments with this album and 
is largely successful in this en-
deavor. Yet, Bellamy seems to 
have a desire to one-up himself 
with each release, creating a 
Frankenstein monster of influ-
ences. When the listener is not 
bombarded with the iconoclastic 
dubstep of “Follow Me” and 
“The 2nd Law: Unsustainable,” 

one can expect opera inspired 
ballads such as “Explorers.” 
   Muse has a certain talent for 
building up a song. Whether this 
is through the sheer brilliance of 
“Knights of Cydonia” from their 
2006 release, “Black Holes and 
Revelations,” or even the more 
radio friendly “Starlight,” they 
show a level of authenticity with 
their music. “The 2nd Law,” 
however, is an obstacle course 
of forgettable hooks, 80's elec-
tronic music and uninspired 
songwriting. It's as if Bellamy is 
purposefully holding himself 
back. 
   Judged on its own terms, the 
album is not entirely unsuccess-
ful however. It will no doubt 
receive warm reception from 
fans, but still feels like it lacks 
the color and personality Muse 
has proven to themselves to be 
capable of. “The 2nd Law” aims 
for the stars, yet fails to escape 
orbit. 

   With hyper charged, progres-
sive rock inspired hooks, Muse 
prematurely blasts off for the 
cosmos with dire consequences. 
   If the old adage of “standing 
on the shoulders of giants” lays 
anything to bare, Muse further 
proves it. Building upon the 
framework laid down by past 
innovators such as Radiohead, 
Queen, Depeche Mode and Jeff 
Buckley, Muse generated a 
unique and captivating rendition 
that landed them major success. 
This was largely their appeal; 
they had a palatable brand that 
combined the charm and catchi-
ness of pop with the progressive 
and experimental tendencies of 
space rock. 
   However, with their overall 

Review by Daniel Compean 

Entertainment Editor 

‘The 2nd Law’ still in theory‘The 2nd Law’ still in theory‘The 2nd Law’ still in theory   
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icans hiding in the Canadian 
Embassy. The six Americans are 
given cover identities as 
filmmakers scouting locations 
for the faux movie “Argo.” 
   Affleck has a far stronger 
presence behind the camera as 
the director/producer than actor. 
The dramatic tension of the 
decisions Mendez must make is 
at odds with Affleck's lackluster 
performance. Key scenes with 
Affleck reflecting on risky 
choices lack the emotional im-
pact of his character the film 
was attempting to convey. 
   Even with the weak lead, 
“Argo” is held up by its strong 
supporting cast. Alan Arkin 
gives a stand out performance as 
the sardonic director Lester 
Siegel. Equally, John Goodman 
shines as the snarky make-up 
artist John Chambers. 
   With conservative use of spe-

cial effects, scenes that make 
use of visual effects can blis-
teringly stand out. “Argo” 
encounters this problem with 
scenes suddenly changing to 
computer graphic landscapes 
or airplanes that conflict with 
their surroundings. 
   Liberal in its take of true 
events, “Argo” follows the 
fairly standard writing formu-
la established in most Holly-
wood dramas. In true Holly-
wood format, the protagonist 
stays true to his morals and 
prevails in the face of bureau-
cratic opposition. 
   Despite cliché story arcs, 
“Argo” still successfully tells 
a compelling recount of the 
Iranian hostage crisis. Yet, as 
engaging and interesting the 
storyline is, Affleck doesn't de-
liver a strong enough perfor-
mance to carry the movie as its 

protagonist. Even with its inher-
ent flaws, Affleck directs a riv-
eting drama that is as immersive 
as it is fascinating. 

   With films such as “Lawless,” 
“The Pursuit of Happyness,” 
and “The Motorcycle Diaries,” 
based-on-a-true-story films are a 
dime a dozen as of late. Staying 
true to actual events and main-
taining artistic creativity poses a 
problem for these films. While 
taking some creative license, 
director/producer and actor Ben 
Affleck adds “Argo” to the 
growing roster of docudrama 
movies. 
   “Argo” follows CIA technical 
operations officer Tony Mendez 
(Affleck), who is involved with 
covert missions for hostage re-
covery. Set during the 1979 Iran 
Hostage Crisis, Mendez is 
tasked with removing six Amer-

Review by Daniel Compean 

Entertainment Editor 

‘Argo’ delivers despite flaws in the mission‘Argo’ delivers despite flaws in the mission‘Argo’ delivers despite flaws in the mission   

in the business of kidnap-
ping dogs and collecting the 
rewards. Chaos ensues when 
Billy steals the wrong Shih 
Tzu from a gangster, Woody 
Harrelson (Zombieland) that 
leads to one wild ride of a 
movie. Other psychopaths 
include Hans, played by the 
scene stealing Christopher 
Walken, a friend of Billy’s 
and Zachariah, played by 
legendary singer-songwriter 
Tom Waits, a strange psy-
chopath that carries around a 
bunny throughout the film.  
   The dialogue between 
characters is one for the ag-
es, but it also has to do with 
the cast. Walken and Rock-
well own this movie. Every 
scene they are in is just pure 
gold. One scene in particular 
that is a stand out comical 
scene is when they are dis-
cussing the ‘final show-

   It seems unlikely that there 
would be such appeal to a movie 
about dognapping, but Seven 
Psychopaths has cult classic 
written all over it. From director 
Martin McDonagh (In Bruges), 
Seven Psychopaths has it all: a 
hilarious script, excellent cast 
and thrilling scenes. It reminded 
me a lot of McDonagh’s previ-
ous film In Bruges, but also of 
one of my favorite films Kiss 
Kiss, Bang Bang.  
   The movie follows Marty, 
played by Colin Farrell (In 
Bruges), a struggling writer 
working on a script about seven 
psychopaths. Marty seeks the 
help of his best friend Billy, 
Sam Rockwell (Moon), who is 

Review by Joseph Ciulla 

Contributing Writer 
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down’ for their script and 
Rockwell goes on a rant sim-
ilar to that of Willem Dafoe 
in Boondock Saints.  
   Along with a great amount 
of comedy the movie also 
had its moments of raw emo-
tion, similar to In Burges. 
There were plenty of shock-
ing scenes and emotional 
dialogue that kept it in the 
upper echelon of films re-
leased this year because you 
can take it seriously.  
   The only downside is the 
over-the-top action that occa-
sionally appears in the film. 
I’m not opposed to blood and 
gore occasionally but it just 
seemed to not fit within the 
context of the movie itself.  
   Overall this is a movie 
worth seeing because there 
was never a dull moment. I 
believe it is sure to be a mov-
ie in people’s collections for 
years and years to come.  

Photo courtesy of CBS films 
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Story by James McDaniel 
Reporter 

   Despite another loss being 
added to an already poor season, 
the Victor Valley College Rams 
women’s soccer team is not 
worried. After losing to Ante-
lope Valley College on Oct 9, 
both schools’ coaches had 
words of praise to offer. 
   “I don’t check the scores or 
rankings whenever I’m going to 
play Mike’s (VVC) team be-
cause it is always a physical 
battle,” said Coach Jerry Stupar 
of AVC. 
   Focusing on traits that he has 
seen in previous generations of 
VVC women’s soccer players, 
as well as the current team, 
Coach Stupar compliments the 
professionalism and level of 
physical prowess of the players.  
   But even with being there 
physically, the team still lost 

with a score of 1-3. According 
to Rams Assistant Coach Lucas 
Kim, the team is comprised of 
relatively new players. 
   “One of the biggest problems 
we’re suffering right now is that 
there is a lack of prior develop-
ment; that initial teaching the 
fundamentals that the girls 
should have learned at an early 
and young age” said Coach 
Kim. 
   Head Coach, Michael Brad-
bury, is still looking at the posi-
tives of the situation though, and 
feels that his team won in some 
aspects of the game. Along with 
the progress the players have 
made as individuals in the previ-
ous few months, the team as a 
group worked quite well togeth-
er, particularly more in the de-
fensive aspect. 
   “We got to figure out how to 
break through and get a little bit 
of that luck on our side, but you 

create your luck,” said Brad-
bury. 
   The team certainly has the 
potential to break through their 
losing streak. Down 0-3, the 
players refused to give up, 
which lead to Brianna Johanson 
scoring with help from Jessica 
Karlen. 
   Both Coach Bradbury and 
Coach Kim expressed that the 
players get better and better 
with each game, and the players 
are fairly good considering their 
experience. 
   Though they didn’t get the 
win against AVC, perhaps the 
Rams team will avenge their 
loss during their future game 
against AVC scheduled for Nov. 
2. However, current focus 
should be aimed at their next 
match against the women of 
Chaffey College, the current 
leaders in the conference, on 
Oct. 16 on their home ground. 

Story by Ethan McGarvey 
Reporter 

Story by Gabriel King 
Reporter 

   On Wednesday Oct. 3, the 
Rams Volleyball team broke 
their four-game losing streak in 
a three-set sweep against their 
conference rivals the San Ber-
nardino Valley College Wolver-
ines. They also improved their 
overall record to 5-7 and their 
conference record to 2-0  
   This year the Rams volleyball 
team is mostly freshman who 
have never played together be-
fore this season. Christa White, 
coach of the Victor Valley Col-
lege Rams’ volleyball team for 
16 years, is inexperienced in 
starting over with a new team. 
   In 2009,Whit started the sea-
son with a brand new team and 
one sophomore transfer. They 
ended up second in conference 
that year and didn’t like it. In 
2010, the same team went unde-
feated in conference. 
   “It was one of the best teams 
I’ve had,” said coach White. 
   SBVC assistant coach Laura 
Walker made it clear that this 

was a must win for the Wolver-
ines. 
   “(Victor Valley) is our biggest 
rivalry, and after today the Wol-
verines will be 6-7,” said Walk-
er. 
   In the first set, the Rams took 
the lead and never gave it up. 
The plays and game plan 
worked in every aspect against 
the Wolverines. They passed the 
ball great which was key to set 
up their plays. Taking the first 
set, the Rams went up 7-1 but 
after the Wolverines first time 
out SBVC started to make a 
rally and eventually brought the 
score to 23-13, but the Rams 
were too focused and didn’t let 
up. 
   “This team this year is very 
cerebral and sometimes in vol-
leyball you just have to react,” 
said White. 
   The Rams cut down those 
errors and beat the Wolverines 
in the second set 25-16.They 
brought the intensity up by ral-
lying from four down in the 
final set, with the crowd in full 
support. Even the Ram’s base-

ball team came out painted with 
the word R-A-M-S-! on their 
chests in support of the girls. 
The Rams won the final set, 25-
22, winning the match 3-0. 
   “We never got it going, there 
wasn’t a turning point in today’s 
game,” stated Wolverines head 
coach Tricia Rossman. 
   “It was a little bit rough in the 
beginning and I think that we 
were just kind of like ‘Oh yeah 
were going to win this game’ 
and then we eased up a little and 
once we realized that, no that 
cannot happen anymore, so we 
just put the intensity to the 
max,” said Freshman Util., Kali-
na Gray for the Rams. 
   Although the team is fairly 
new as this year’s Rams team 
has shown potential to be a great 
team such as the one from 2010. 
The chemistry for the Rams 
seems like a veteran team; pass-
ing the ball, setting up plays, 
and rallying when they were 
down. The Rams, started a win-
ning streak, defeating Cerro 
Coso 3-0 on Oct 5, and College 
of the Desert 3-1 on Oct 10. 

   With the cross-country season 
already underway, Victor Valley 
College runners hope to im-
prove from last season and qual-
ify for the California State 
Championships. 
   During the last cross-country 
meet, on Sept. 28 at the Foothill 
Invitational in Ontario, the VVC 
men’s team placed seventh, 20 
points shy of fifth place. The 
women's team, however, did not 
fare so well. 
   “The goal this year is to make 
State [Championships] as a 
team,” said coach Kevin Barda, 
“the team is one of six schools 
vying for the last two spots.  If 
the team runs good, they can 
make it.” 
   Coach Barda sees promise in 
his team's future. The men’s 
team is led by Sebastian Angelo 
and Tyler Kilgus, with a sound 
freshmen crew running third 
through sixth. Earlier this sea-
son at the So-Cal Preview Meet, 
the men’s team finished twenti-
eth, but barely missed seven-
teenth place by a handful of 
points. 
   The women's team may be 
struggling with the new fresh-
men, but they should look to 
their leader, Samantha Knutsen, 
for inspiration. 
   “She is our number one run-
ner; she was fiftieth in State last 
year and has been our number 
one runner this year. I expect 
her to continue down that path,” 
said coach Barda, about 
Knutsen. 
   Coaching at a two-year school 
and not having athletes for very 
long is one challenge Barda 
must face. He builds a new team 
every year while keeping that 
team competitive and consistent. 
   “To overcome this challenge 
and have a strong team, we need 
to keep building on the fresh-
men, so they can learn the way, 
and next year will be just as 
good,” said Barda. 
   The next cross-country meet is 
the Foothill Conference Cham-
pionships on Oct. 23 at VVC.  



 
1. Halloween:  From Pagan Ritual to Party 
Night by Nicholas Rogers (Left) 
  
2. The Conflict:  How Modern Motherhood 
Undermines the Status of Women  
by Elisabeth Badinter 
  
 
 

3. WikiLeaks:   Julian Assange’s War on Se-
crecy by David Leigh and Luke Harding 
  
4. Mary Boleyn:  The Mistress of Kings  
by Alison Weir (Right) 
  
5. Great Tales of Horror and the Supernatu-
ral compiled by Bill Pronzini, Barry N. Malzberg and Mar-
tin H. Greenberg 

  
6. When Chicken Soup Isn’t Enough:  Stories 
of Nurses Standing Up for Themselves, Their 
Patients, and Their Profession  
edited by Suzanne Gordon (Left) 

@TweetMyJobs 

   Tweets include everything from resume advice to 
real job postings. Companies posting jobs here in-
clude Comcast, Allstate, and Microsoft, just to name a 
few.  

@savvystudent 

   An advice feed on relationships, pinching pennies, 
financial aid, and a myriad of motivational quotes to 
get you through that next paper. All things a savvy 
student should care about.  

@StephenAtHome 

   A political pundit we all can agree to love, The Col-
bert Report’s namesake’s tweets range from the ab-
surdities in our lives to the absurdities in our politics, 
all with the highest degree of “truthiness.”  

@VVCRamPage 

   Follow the RamPage student newspaper on twitter 
for latest postings of our newspaper. Tweet us story 
ideas or questions. Hashtag #WhoToFollow to sug-
gest an account to feature in the next edition of the 
paper!  

-Kelli McGurk, Editor-in-Chief 
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I'm not saying AMERICA AGAIN is a foolproof 
roadmap to wealth & success, but I'm not say-
ing it isn't, either. (It is!)  
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