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Fall Speech Contest 

By Courtney LeMay 

Reporter 

 The speakers of the Fall 

Speech Contest enriched a 

sense of college pride at Victor 

Valley College. The contest 

occurred on November 16, 

2017 from 2p.m. through 

4p.m. It was hosted by the 

Communication Studies De-

partment and Associated Stu-

dent Body on the stage in the 

Student Activity Center. 

 In total, the Fall 2017 

Speech Contest consisted of 

14 participants that included a 

wide variety of majors. All 

contestants presented speeches 

on how their time at VVC will 

impact their future. Katie 

Magner is one of those partici-

pants. She is a first-year nurs-

ing student at VVC and this 

semester she wowed the crowd 

with her speech. Magner won 

the first-place prize of $200. 

 “It was exciting to join the 

speech contest because I have 

never been in one before. It 

challenged me to put myself 

out there. I am grateful for the 

education I am receiving at 

VVC,” said Soccoro Pinedo, a 

contestant in the contest. 

These public speaking contests 

provide VVC students with the 

opportunity to show off their 

public speaking skills and pos-

sibly even win some cash priz-

es. 

 Michelle Bello, a partici-

pant in this semester’s speech 

contest had this to say, “I am 

proud of my time at VVC and 

enjoy public speaking. I was 

thrilled to participate today.” 

The Spring and Fall Speech 

Contests allow students to 

voice their college experiences 

at VVC and how they have 

positively impacted their lives 

for the better. 

 The Fall and Spring speech 

contests are a tradition span-

ning back to Spring of 2015 

and will surely continue. Be 

sure to keep an eye open for 

the upcoming spring speech 

contest. Whether looking to be 

a participant in the contest or 

be an audience member, the 

Communication Studies De-

partment and the Associated 

Student Body are looking for-

ward  an even larger turn out 

for the Spring 2018 Speech 

Contest. 
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55th Annual Christmas Parade 
By Richard Grant 

Reporter 

 For many people, parades 

are one of the best parts of the 

holidays. The floats, the mu-

sic, the bands, and the shows 

are always a delight for many 

of Victorville's residents. The 

City of Victorville's 55th An-

nual Christmas Parade took 

place on December 2nd at 10 

a.m. The parade followed its 

usual path starting at La Paz 

drive and traveling along 7th 

Street and ending on Mojave 

Drive.  

 San Bernardino County 

Sheriff John McMahon served 

as the Grand Marshall and the 

theme of the parade was 

“Peace on Earth.” Last year, 

the theme was “All-American 

Christmas” lead by Grand 

Marshall Don Ferrarese. 

 The floats and entries were 

themed to represent family 

traditions, scenic depictions, 

and fun activities in the Victor 

Valley. Attendees were treated 

to commercial floats from 

local businesses as well as 

floats from religious groups 

and services clubs.  

 The parade featured 

marching bands, drum teams 

and military marching groups 

from local schools. Car clubs 

were in attendance as well. 

Lastly, as with previous pa-

rades Santa Claus closed out 

the parade. Live coverage of 

the parade was provided by 

KVVB TV. 

 In addition the Annual 

Tree Lighting Festival at Vic-

torville City Hall took place 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. This 

event included caroling and 

seasonal vendors. Santa and 

Mrs. Claus arrived at dusk for 

pictures with the children. 

Photo courtesy of earlydaytractoriron.org 
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Handle All Your Business in One Stop 
By  Elizabeth Manzo 

Reporter 

 Great progress is happen-

ing at Victor Valley College. 

The construction of the One 

Stop building will 

begin June, 2018, 

and is projected to 

be completed by 

June, 2019. New 

students and reoc-

curring students 

will all reap the 

benefits of this pro-

ject. The One Stop 

building will be a 

great convenience. 

It will allow stu-

dents to maximize 

efficiency, by locating all stu-

dent services in one building. 

Financial aid, Admissions and 

Records, Counseling, Bursar's 

office, Calworks, EOPS/Care 

and Assessment testing will all 

be located in the One Stop 

building. As of now all these 

student services are located in 

separate buildings. Once they 

are all moved into the One 

Stop building, their previous 

locations will be occupied for 

new VVC courses that are yet 

to be determined.   

 The construction of this 

24,000 square foot, one story 

building will occur in front of 

the Music building. The front 

entrance of the college, facing 

Bear Valley Road, will be 

closed off once construction 

begins in June 2018. This new 

building will “be the gateway 

to Victor Valley College, a 

symbolic front,” said Public 

Information Officer, Robert 

Sewell. For those concerned 

over construction traffic or 

parking, there is no need to 

fear. A strategic plan has be 

constructed to effectively ma-

nipulate road congestion. 

There will be two turn arounds 

located at the construction site, 

routing the traffic in a timely 

manner.  

 The goals of this One Stop 

building are all directed to-

wards student’s success. 

Throughout the entire project 

process, VVC student’s inputs 

and it captivated the crowd’s 

attention.  

 These type of presentations 

are important for the diverse 

group of students at Victor 

 On Wednesday, November 

29, 2017 Tracey Richardson, 

the Vice President of Adminis-

trative Service’s gave a 

presentation of her academic 

journey to where she is now 

and how she got there. The 

event took place in the SAC 

rooms A-D from 12pm to 

1pm. There was no charge for 

admission and complimentary 

lunch catered by Panera Bread 

for the first 25 students.  

 Richardson was born in 

Richmond, Virginia. Through-

out her life she had to deal 

with the struggles of race, pay-

ing back loans, and learning 

how to study again after a 

break between her Bachelor’s 

Degree and Master’s Degree. 

Richardson obtained her Bach-

elor’s Degree in Communica-

tions/ International Relations 

at USC. She 

then took a 

17 year 

break due to 

finances, but 

went back 

and attended 

Cal State 

Long Beach 

for her Mas-

ter in Busi-

ness Admin-

istration. She 

then attended 

San Francis-

co State and 

earned an-

other degree 

in the Master 

of Science in Accounting. Her 

story was a very empowering 

Career Talk with Tracey Richardson 
By Morgan Earles 

Reporter 
Valley College to hear so they 

know that it is never too late to 

make your goals come true! 

Richardson stated, “Believe in 

serendipity, kismet.or simply 

faith.” When asked if there 

was something she wish she 

knew twenty years ago, Rich-

ardson responded with, “There 

is always a better result chas-

ing happiness versus chasing 

money, because chasing hap-

piness is an internal choice.” 

At the end of the presentation 

students took a survey. This 

was a great event put on, the 

students left feeling more in-

formed about the different 

types of careers that are avail-

able. “Have a back-up plan, 

Life happens no matter how 

well you plan!” smiled Rich-

ardson. 

have been one of the most 

pivotal factor in the compos-

ing of this building. Some 

selected students were sur-

veyed and took a few trips to 

other One Stop buildings to 

gather in-

sight. “Our 

objective 

for this 

project is 

to optimize 

buildings. 

The entire 

building 

has been 

calculated 

for solar 

wind pro-

tection and 

outdoor seating,” said Facili-

ties director, Steve Garcia. The 

One Stop building will be in 

full use by Fall 2019, allowing 

students to make one stop ful-

filling all their scholarly 

needs.  
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Carlos Mark Vera at VVC 
[Upward Bound] gives you the 

resources, the tools, and then it 

helped me have that leadership 

development.” After VVC, 

Vera went to American Uni-

versity (AU) where he earned 

his Bachelor’s Degree in Polit-

ical Science. During his time 

at AU, Vera founded Justice 

for AU Workers, a student-led 

labor organization that advo-

cates for service workers of 

color, and stayed an additional 

year at AU to help the work-

ers. According to Vera, 

“...they believe in me, they’re 

coming out of the shadows, 

they're speaking up, I need to 

be there for them.”  

 Another thing Vera did 

during his time at AU was an 

unpaid internship at the White 

House. Vera stated, “I had 2 

part time jobs, 38 hours com-

bined, interning for 28 hours, 

     By  Cuitlahuac Diaz 

Reporter 

and taking 6 

classes as an 18 

year old.” 

While at the 

White House, 

Vera founded 

Pay Our In-

terns, a non-

profit organiza-

tion that pushes 

for paid intern-

ships. Vera also 

serves in the 

Army Reserves 

as a Generator 

Mechanic.   

 Carlos Mark 

Vera’s story is very motiva-

tional. Vera is a symbol of 

what hard work can accom-

plish. Vera faced many chal-

lenges to be where he is, and 

according to him, “Nothing is 

impossible. If you put your 

mind into it, you put in the 

drive, the passion, the persis-

tence, you really can achieve 

anything.” This is something 

that everyone needs to hear in 

order to push through the chal-

lenges life throws at us. 

has become the face for many 

programs. The most known of 

these current programs is, in 

fact, He for She. This is a pro-

gram that extends the program 

for women’s rights to men. It 

acknowledges that men are 

also affected by the gender 

roles applied to women and 

shows men this is a problem 

that affects everyone involved. 

Her work with this program 

has involved everything from 

speeches to hiding influential 

books around train stations in 

London. This work is needed 

as the gender pay gap is not 

expected to close for another 

170 years according to the He 

for She website. It is in this 

work, she has made her voice 

the more prominent and has 

millions around the world ask-

ing, if not me, who? If not 

now, when? 

The Journey of Emma Watson 
By Megan Dykstra 

Reporter 

 Emma Watson has quickly 

become a women’s rights icon 

and a strong advocate for 

equality. With every new day, 

we see her taking a stand for 

another women’s rights prob-

lem. Watson is best known for 

her work in the Harry Potter 

series as Hermione Granger 

when she was a child. Watson 

is now also known for the 

amazing speech she made for 

the He for She campaign. In 

this speech, she called for peo-

ple to “ask yourself if not me, 

who? If not now, when?” This 

was the beginning of recogniz-

ing a women’s rights warrior. 

Emma Watson has continued 

beyond that speech to further 

the fight for women’s rights. 

 Her efforts extend beyond 

just those of women’s rights. 

She has visited both Zambia 

and Bangladesh, promoting 

fair trade and clothing that 

comes from organic sources. 

Watson has also extended her 

efforts for women’s rights into 

other countries. Watson served 

as an ambassador for an or-

ganization known as Camfed 

International. This program is 

used specifically for the pur-

pose of educating girls in Afri-

ca. Watson now holds the title 

of UN Women’s Goodwill 

Ambassador. After being ap-

pointed as an ambassador, 

Emma told UN 

Women; “The 

chance to make a 

real difference is 

not an opportunity 

that everyone is 

given and is one I 

have no intention 

of taking lightly. 

Women’s rights 

are so inextricably 

linked with who I 

am, so deeply per-

sonal and rooted in 

my life that I can’t 

imagine an oppor-

tunity more excit-

ing.” 

 As her career 

as an ambassador 

continues, she 

 On Tuesday, November 

21st, a special guest speaker 

by the name of Carlos Mark 

Vera came and held an Up-

ward Bound seminar. Vera 

gave his inspirational story 

and talked about the helpful 

organizations he's founded, 

including Pay Our Interns and 

Justice for AU Workers.  

 Carlos Mark Vera attended 

Hesperia High School and also 

took classes at Victor Valley 

College (VVC). Vera stated, 

“I’d wake up at 5, 6 in the 

morning, go to school up until 

2:30, then I'd play tennis and 

then from 7 to 10:30 I was 

here every night at VVC tak-

ing classes.” Vera was also 

part of the Upward Bound 

program, which he said, “... 

Picture of Emma Watson courtesy of UN Women.org  
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International Human Rights Day 

 On December 10, 1948, 

the United Nations General 

Assembly adopted the Univer-

sal Declaration of Human 

Rights thus declaring that day 

International Human Rights 

Day and it has been celebrated 

annually worldwide 

ever since.  

 The document 

was adopted in Paris 

during its 183rd ple-

nary meeting. The 

meeting consisted of 

56 countries; 48 of 

those countries were 

in favor and there 

were 8 abstentions. 

Next year will be the 

70th anniversary of 

this document.  Ac-

cording to ohchr.org, 

“It is a milestone document in 

the history of human rights 

with different legal and cultur-

al backgrounds from all re-

gions of the world.” It was 

proclaimed as a common 

standard achievement for all 

peoples and all nations. The 

Universal Declaration of Hu-

man Rights is the most trans-

lated document in the world. It 

is available in over 500 lan-

guages. There is a worldwide 

collection of materials on the 

Declaration of Human Rights 

based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

*Ohchr.org also states, “When 

the General Assembly adopted 

the Declaration, with 48 states 

in favor and eight abstentions, 

it was proclaimed as a 

"common standard of achieve-

ment for all peoples and all 

nations", towards which indi-

viduals and societies should 

"strive by progressive 

measures, national and inter-

national, to secure their uni-

versal and effective recogni-

tion and observance.” UN.org 

states that the Universal Dec-

laration empowers us all, is 

relevant to all of us every day 

and it represents equality, jus-

tice and freedom prevent vio-

lence and sustain peace. 

 The Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights can be found 

on humanrights.com and this 

document consists of the Pre-

amble and then Articles 1-30 

which are all of our rights as 

human beings that can’t be 

taken away. This document 

shows how far America has 

come as a country in certain 

ways. For example, Article 4 

of the document states, “ No 

one shall be held in slavery or 

servitude; slavery and the 

slave trade shall be prohibited 

in all their forms.” This human 

right and all the others listed 

on humanrights.com are im-

portant to every-

one because not 

only are they guar-

anteed and can not 

be taken away, but 

they protect us and 

are protected by 

law.  

 It is important 

that people across 

the globe are 

aware of Interna-

tional Human 

Rights Day and 

what the holiday 

represents. Every human has 

the right to life, liberty, securi-

ty of person, privacy, and 

much more because of the 

Declaration of Human Rights 

which is something we should 

celebrate and be thankful for.  

By Malik Cotton 

Reporter 

 Interpersonal Communica-

tion professor, Dr. Greg Jones 

has been giving a special as-

signment to his Communica-

tion classes every year since 

he first started teaching at 

VVC. At the end of the semes-

ter, each class group presents a 

communication research 

presentation, symposium, or 

panel discussion, open to any 

student or family member on 

campus.  

 Professor Jones’ students 

began their forums on Novem-

ber 29 with a presentation on 

“emotional management,” 

moderated by VVC student 

Daniel Albarren. Group mem-

bers Chris Ilvasces, Damon 

Damico, Ashley Flores, Nataly 

Hernandez, Miguel Zamora, 

Angel Rosales, Angelica Mar-

tinez, and Daniel Albarren 

were given about an hour to 

present their research on the 

mental, physical, and societal 

consequences of ineffective 

emotional management.  

 To prepare, each group 

was given the chance to re-

hearse their presentations be-

forehand: “We practiced in the 

communication center on how 

to give a proper presentation,” 

said Albarren. “Generally how 

loud we talk, how effective we 

are at pronouncing words, so 

on and so forth, being able to 

convey information effective-

ly.”  

 For Albarren, the project 

helped him see emotional 

management from a new per-

spective: “It’s taught me gen-

erally about how it’s important 

to consider the way you think 

and how it’s correlated to feel-

ings … If you think negatively 

about life, it’s going to affect 

you emotionally, and the op-

posite holds true too.”  

 Before the presentation 

began, the group had a chance 

to reflect on how Professor 

Jones has brought his particu-

lar teaching style to learning 

about communication.  

 “I think Greg Jones’ class 

is really cool because he’s 

By Susan Monaghan 

Reporter 

super chill and he has a lot of 

life experience with his sub-

ject, so I think that’s what 

makes him a really good 

teacher in this particular sub-

ject,” said group member Mi-

guel Zamora. “He has so much 

examples to pull out from not 

just his own life but his experi-

ences.” 

 The forums gave students 

the rare opportunity to teach 

the material they had learned, 

pushing them to reflect on how 

it applied to their own under-

standing of communication. 

With the success of this year’s 

presentations, future Interper-

sonal Communication students 

will most likely continue the 

tradition.  

Students Host Open Forums 
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for them in a safe and con-

trolled environment”, stated 

Myers.  

 On Multi-Discipline day, 

over 200 students attend with 

the ambition to serve and pro-

tect in their hearts. They are 

aided by the heroes whom we 

call when a friend has a medi-

cal emergency in class, or 

 Students studying in the 

field of public safety received 

a day of unity on November 

16, at the Victor Valley Col-

lege Regional Public Safety 

Training Center’s Multidisci-

plinary Day. Rand Padgett, 

Director of Administration of 

Justice at Victor Valley Col-

lege stated, “[It] gives the op-

portunity for all 4 of our pro-

grams; fire, EMS (Emergency 

Medical Services), Correc-

tions, and Law Enforcement to 

get all the students to come 

together.” Padgett also re-

marked the event happens 

twice a year. In their tenth 

year of hosting the Multi-

Discipline Day, faculty mem-

bers run through all the pre-

paratory procedures before 

graduating from their public 

safety courses. It is a day to 

unify the future heroes in our 

everyday world. While these 

students are on their journey, 

they have a little help from the 

everyday heroes who are al-

ready in the field.  

 Christie Myers, EMS Fac-

ulty at the Regional Public 

Safety Training Center told a 

reporter for the Victor Valley 

Rams Page, “We create sce-

narios throughout the day 

that’s as realistic as it possibly 

can be.” Local heroes such as 

AMR (American Medical Re-

sponse), Symon’s Ambulance, 

and San Bernardino County 

Fire Department all donate 

personnel and equipment to be 

used on this day. These every-

day heroes lend a helping hand 

in an effort “to create the most 

realistic, real world experience 

Trainees Fall in Line for Multi-Discipline Day 

 The holidays are upon us 

and families prepare for 

Christmas, Hanukkah, or other 

festivities. For Latinos, they 

celebrate a tradition called Las 

Posadas. The tradition of Las 

Posadas was brought to Mexi-

co from Spain by Catholic 

Missionaries. The Posadas are 

done to commemorate Mary 

and Joseph's difficult journey 

from Nazareth to Bethlehem in 

search of a place for Jesus to 

be born. Las Posadas takes 

place from December 16-24. 

Within these nine days before 

reaching Christmas day, 

neighborhoods across Mexico 

have a procession in which 

followers hold candles and 

sing Christmas carols. Leading 

the processions are volunteers 

who play the roles as Mary 

and Joseph. Each night they 

visit a different home in search 

for shelter, as they settle in a 

location the followers will 

chant a special song that is 

made for this occasion which 

is called La Cancion para 

Pedir Posada which means 

“The song to ask for shelter”. 

Once they are welcomed in by 

the people hosting the proces-

sion they celebrate by throw-

ing a big fancy party. 

 They begin the night by 

reading a passage from the 

Bible. Then they commence 

the festivities by bringing out 

the food which is the best part 

of the night. During the posada 

the traditional dishes that 

are served are; Tamales, 

Bunuelos, (Fried Tortillas 

covered in cinnamon & 

sugar) Ponche Navideno, 

( hot punch made from 

fresh and dried fruits)  

Champurado, (chocolate-

based atole, a warm and 

thick Mexican drink) 

Pozole, (Mexican Stew 

made with Hominy & 

Pork), and Turkey. 

 Each Posada ends with 

The Tradition of Las Posadas 

when there’s an active shooter 

on campus, even when you fall 

asleep with the flat iron on the 

bed – these are the heroes to 

call. The goal of the Multidis-

ciplinary Day is to bring to-

gether the unsung heroes of 

our real world. They may not 

be the Avengers, but they save 

us every day nonetheless. 

By Patrick Patton 

Reporter 

the traditional piñata. The pi-

ñata plays a very special role 

in this event and has to be a 

very specific piñata that has 

seven corners. The seven cor-

ners of each piñata represents 

the Seven Deadly Sins. The 

beating of the piñata symboliz-

es the degradation that Chris-

tians exercise in overcoming 

personal sin.  The candy with-

in each piñata characterizes 

the sweetness of God's grace 

made available to his people 

through the birth of Jesus. 

 The traditional celebration 

of Las Posadas can be found at 

Olvera Street in Los Angeles,  

December 16-24. The event 

will feature a candlelight pro-

cession starting at 7 p.m. fol-

lowed by a complimentary 

champurrado and pan dulce 

(sweet bread) and finalize with 

the breakage of piñatas!  If 

interested in checking out this 

celebration, make sure you 

visit Olvera Street!   

By Tracy Ochoa 

Reporter 
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Lights Of Love 
By Cindy Bliss 

Reporter 

 The holiday season is upon 

us once more and that means 

it’s time for the annual Lights 

of Love at Victor Valley Col-

lege. Lights of Love is a toy 

drive for the children whose 

parents are in Child Develop-

ment Center (CDC), Extended 

Opportunities Program and 

Services (EOPS), and Cooper-

ative Agencies Resources for 

Education (CARE), and 

through the years, added chil-

dren whose parents were going 

through a rough time.  

 The child’s name, gender 

and age are on paper lightbulb 

ornaments hanging on the win-

dow of the Associated Student 

Body office (second floor of 

the Student Activities Center). 

Students can sign up and 

choose an ornament for any 

child, purchase a gift between 

$10-$15, wrap it up and se-

curely tape the name tag to 

your wrapped gift and return it 

to the ASB office. Gifts must 

be returned by December 4th. 

 “We have coordinated a 

toy drive for 20 years, for the 

past 17 years we have called it 

Lights of Love.”  states Robert 

Sewell, VVC Director of Mar-

keting and Public Relations. 

“Smiles have been brought to 

over 4,957 children of VVC 

students & children through 

Lights of Love. This year the 

gifts will be given to the chil-

dren on Friday Dec. 8. Santa 

will be present. Our Santa for 

the past 8 years is a retired 

employee of the college Sam 

Miller. This year more than 

200 children of VVC students 

or attending VVC child devel-

opment will benefit this year 

from a holiday gift drive that 

 On the first of December 

the San Bernardino County 

Fairgrounds will be hosting 

the Elves Workshop Craft & 

Small Business Fair from 9 

a.m. until 4 p.m. This event is 

held to allow vendors to sell 

and promote goods and ser-

vices to the public. Those that 

will partake in the festivities 

will find a large assortment of 

unique items and wares guar-

anteed to catch the eye. While 

this event is sure to be a hit, 

the greatest aspect of the fair 

will be the “Fill the Ambu-

lance” gift drive hosted by the 

AMR, Choice Medical Group, 

along with Y102, Kat Country 

100.7, 106.5 The Fox, and 

Talk 960. 

 The toy and gift drive 

gives an opportunity for all to 

participate and donate any new 

item for clothes to beauty 

products and toys. All of the 

gifts that are received through 

the fair will be donated to help 

create a “Holiday to Remem-

ber” for those less fortunate. 

 The ambulance that will be 

accepting donations will not 

only be at the Elves Work-

shop, but on every weekend up 

the 10th of December, an 

American Medical Response 

vehicle will be at the Auto 

Club in Victorville and Apple 

Valley. “This program has 

helped my family to have a 

merry Christmas in the past 

when we were down on our 

luck, now, we are here to give 

back and hopefully give that 

By Tyler Wolfe 

Reporter 
same feeling to 

someone who 

needs it this 

year.” stated 

Janine. 

 The final day 

to give a present 

will be on Dec. 

12th at the Y102 

and Kat Country 

Radio Station 

Open House 

from 7:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 p.m.  

 This Christ-

mas season allow 

yourself to in-

dulge in the greatest gift of 

all...giving. Help the local 

community to give to those 

who may not be as fortunate as 

others. Any of the contribu-

tions donated could be the one 

that puts a smile on a child's 

face or make someone's 

Christmas a special and mem-

orable one. 

has become a campus tradi-

tion.” 

 “Sometimes it’s just that 

one good deed that someone 

does for you that makes a dif-

ference in your life. It’s not 

the size of the gift or the price, 

but it’s just that someone took 

the time out of their life to do 

something for your kid” from 

an anonymous VVC student 

recipient. 

 

Lights of Love 2017 

 

Twas many weeks before the 

holidays, when all through 

the college 

All staff was bustling with 

new acquired knowledge; 

That the "Lights of Love" were 

all hung with care, 

With the Associated Student 

Body next to the stairs. 

The names of the children for 

all to see, 

Were brightly written out for 

you and me; 

Just pick a light from the win-

dow display 

The one you want and you're 

on your way. 

Just purchase a gift approxi-

mate $10 

Wrap it nicely, bring it back 

and then 

We'll log it in and you've 

done your part 

The child will smile and 

warm your heart. 

So don't say, "no time, no 

money, no way!" 

Share what you've gotten; 

make a child's day 

On the "Lights of Love" over 

198 wait there 

For a kind giving soul to re-

member they're here. 

So thank you for taking the 

time to read, 

And we hope we have planted 

a generous seed, 

So just remember before you 

leave, 

That it's better to give than to 

receive! 

-M.Kagy 2002 revised 2017 

To Share A Gift 

Photo Courtesy of http://highdesertdaily.com 
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Driverless Shuttle 

 The latest innovation, ac-

cording to the New York 

Times, is a driverless shuttle. 

One of the downsides is that 

the maximum limit the electric 

shuttle can currently go , is 

only 6 miles per hour. The 

passenger limit is 12. The idea 

originated by wanting to fur-

ther test out the capabilities of 

an autonomous vehicle. Tests 

are being run to ensure it is 

safe for passengers.  

 The official name of the 

shuttle is the EZ10, classified 

at “level 4” in automation and 

its practice run has been estab-

lished at the National Univer-

sity of Taiwan. If this new 

electronic shuttle proves to be 

successful, it is said Taiwan 

would be placed as one of the 

first countries to successfully 

establish autonomic vehicles, 

resulting in driverless buses. 

One of the things that they 

also have to test out is whether 

the shuttle can detect any ob-

stacles in the road, and if the 

GPS can detect them.  

 The Manufacturer of the 

shuttle is the French Company 

Easy Mile. Their company is 

working on expanding their 

services among other countries 

such as, Singapore, Finland 

and the U.S.A.  

 Easy Miles primary slogan 

for the company describes 

itself by stating the following 

(it’s an): “Electric Shuttle 

Company that is dedicated to 

smart mobility designed to 

cover short 

distances 

and prede-

fined routes 

in multi-use 

environ-

ments.”  

 One of 

the main 

issues is, the 

public seems to 

very accepting of implement-

ing the new technology. How-

ever, they may be some issue 

with the government granting 

full acceptance of said shuttle 

running in the streets of Tai-

wan.  

 Star Lake Company seems 

to endorse technology that 

Easy Mile provides and its aim 

is to direct urban cities to new 

modern technology and it pro-

motes the Easy Mile shuttle.  

 “Vancliff” a resident of 

Taiwan states “I wasn’t aware 

of this news, it (seems) a new 

kind of trend for the future”.  

Despite some residents being 

unaware of the new shuttle, 

they don't necessarily seem to 

oppose it. It is undoubtedly a 

new means of progress to-

wards public transportation 

technology.  

By Brigitte Chacon 

Reporter 

Holiday Shopping Tips 

 As the holiday season ap-

proaches, high levels of stress 

can follow. Trying to think of 

the perfect gifts for special 

people while trying to stay on 

a budget, can be extremely 

difficult! After some research 

online, here are 10 shopping 

tips to help ease holiday stress. 

 Start shopping early! 

Throughout the year, many 

deals can pop up where one 

may find a perfect gift for a 

loved one. Shopping early also 

reduces the amount of money 

spent all at once during the 

holiday season. Give layaway 

plans a chance. Using layaway 

plans allow one to not spend 

money all at once and provide 

the convenience of being able 

to make payments. It’s always 

a good idea to take advantage 

of free gift wrapping. Some 

retailers may ask if the shop-

per would like them to provide 

gift wrapping and the answer 

should be yes! This saves time 

and money, but if they don’t 

offer complimentary gift wrap-

ping, ask for a box and gift 

receipt.  

 Keep an eye out for price 

adjustments. Most stores will 

do price adjustments within 7-

10 days of purchase, so keep 

the receipt and watch out for 

sales. Remember Cyber Mon-

day: many stores may have in-

store sales, but if waiting in 

long lines amidst chaos is not 

really your thing, then Cyber 

Monday is your best friend. 

Many retailers will have deals 

on their websites, many of 

include free shipping.  

 If shopping is too hectic, if 

someone is especially hard to 

shop for, or is not a materialis-

tic person, then try out home-

made gifts! These gifts come 

from the heart which makes 

them more meaningful, as well 

as being tailored to the per-

son’s specific interests. Leave 

credit cards at home to avoid 

going over budget. The ease of 

using credit cards can be very 

convenient, but using cash 

instead can help with sticking 

to a budget.  

 Keep in mind, gift cards 

are gifts, too! By purchasing 

gift cards, shoppers are more 

likely to save time 

and money by not 

having to shop 

around and try to 

find the “perfect 

gift.” Along with 

this, gift cards 

allow the recipient 

to shop for them-

selves.  

 Don’t be 

afraid to use cou-

pons. Sign up for 

email lists to the places you 

are looking to do some shop-

ping in order to save some 

extra bucks. The Sunday 

newspapers are overflowing 

with coupons. Try working 

with others! If planning to 

shop at a store where friends 

or family members need to go 

as well, offer to pick up what 

they need in exchange for the 

same favor. 

 And there you have it, 10 

helpful shopping tips to help 

you save time and money. 

Shop smart, have fun, and 

Happy Holidays!  

By Alexis DeJesus 

Reporter 

Photo Courtesy of  thestar.com.my 
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Getting to Know Your Fellow Rams 

By: Morgan Earles 
Reporter 

 Perswasion Herrera has 

attended Victor Valley Col-

lege for three years. The 

mother of two is a nursing 

major and has a passion for 

helping people. When asked 

what her best Christmas gift 

was, she said that it was a 

ring from her mother and 

stated, “It was a ring that my 

grandmother once gave to her 

when she was younger. For 

my mom to give me some-

thing that has so much senti-

mental value to her, was so 

special for me!” She continued 

by saying, “The meaning of the 

gift was not about the gift itself, 

but the act of giving it to me 

expressed my mother's love and 

entrustment towards me.”  

By: Brayan Torres 
Reporter 

than being a full time student, 

Kimmy cares for her soon to be 

one year old son, Caleb. When 

asked what was one of the best 

presents she has 

received on Christ-

mas she stated, “The 

gift of life. I was 

blessed to wake up 

Christmas morning 

with a little baby 

boy named Caleb 

that I would call my 

son. Gifts do not 

have to be material-

istic, in order to have 

value. It's all about 

giving and not ex-

pecting anything in return.” 

By: Susan Monaghan 
Reporter 

 Diamond Murillo is a 

junior at Victor Valley Col-

lege. She is currently an Eng-

lish major who has tentative 

plans for editing young adult 

novels or doing research for 

colleges or corporate compa-

nies.  

 Her favorite movie is a tie 

between The Corpse Bride 

and The Breakfast Club, her 

favorite book is The Lion, 

The Witch, and the Ward-

robe, her favorite foods in-

clude “anything cheese and pas-

ta.” Her favorite color is purple, 

and her favorite song is “What 

About Us” by P!nk. Diamond’s 

favorite gift is gift cards, “ I can 

buy what I want.”  

 

 Vilma Campos is a bright 

student at Victor Valley Col-

lege who 

could not be 

happier with 

her educa-

tion. She is 

currently 

majoring in 

Psychology 

and is very 

happy with 

the experi-

ences she has 

had.  

 Her fa-

vorite part of her major is 

“interacting with the people.” 

By: Megan Dykstra 
Reporter 

When asked about how she 

spends Christmas, she happily 

stated that it was “enjoying 

with all my family.” Campos’s 

favorite Christmas gift she has 

ever re-

ceived was 

the oppor-

tunity to 

spend it with 

her family in 

Guatemala. 

She seemed 

happiest 

when talking 

about her 

family and 

even more 

so when she 

talked about being with them 

for Christmas.  

By: Cuitlahuac Diaz  
Reporter 

By: Tracy Ochoa 
Reporter 

 Jesus Orozco is a 19 year 

old student at Victor Valley 

College. He is a sophomore 

and is majoring in Computer 

Science. According to Oroz-

co, “One of the main things 

that I enjoy about VVC is the 

scenery at night. I typically 

prefer taking night classes 

and I love the scenery of the 

campus when it’s dark out-

side.”  He is fond of reading 

books, playing the acoustic 

guitar, and indulging in mu-

sic.  

 Orozco’s favorite Christmas 

gift he’s ever received was, 

“Last Saturday I actually kinda 

treated myself to a couple of 

cd’s as an early Christmas pre-

sent at a record store in LA 

named Amoeba Music.  

 If I were to pick a legitimate 

Christmas gift, it would have to 

be when an old friend showed 

up to give me a bag full of top 

ramen cups.” He knows how to 

appreciate the little things in 

life. 

  

 Kimberly Sokolovsky is a 

22 year old stu-

dent at VVC. 

Sokolovsky is 

studying to be-

come an Eng-

lish professor as 

she is very pas-

sionate about 

learning and 

writing. This is 

her last semes-

ter at VVC and 

hopes to trans-

fer Cal State 

University, Fullerton. Other 

 Alex Drew is an 18-year-

old Political Science Major 

who has been attending VVC 

since she was in high school 

through concurrent enrollment. 

Drew is a determined, bright 

young lady who will be transfer-

ring in the fall of 2018 and 

hopes to attend UCLA.  

 Drew enjoys the holidays 

because she can enjoy the com-

pany of her family especially 

her nieces and has the extra time 

to unwind and read some of her 

favorite books such as A Clock-

work Orange. The best Christ-

mas present she has received 

thus far she mentions are, “My 

two wonderful dogs Copper and 

Silver who were gifted to me 

when I was 6 years old.”  
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 Kaylin Lopez is an 18 year 

old who is in her first semester 

at Victor Valley College. She 

is currently majoring in Liber-

al Arts and wants to transfer to 

Azusa Pacific University’s 

School of Theology. Lopez 

doesn’t have a specific career 

in mind that she wants to pur-

sue but stated, “What I tell 

everyone is that I just want to 

do God’s will… I just know 

that I want to be flexible and 

available to do anything.” In 

her spare time, she likes to 

play basketball and played 

basketball all four years of 

high school. Lopez enjoys the 

environment and scenery VVC 

has to offer. The best gift she 

has received for Christmas was 

a dolphin puzzle she got when 

she was 9 years old. 

By: Malik Cotton 
Reporter 

Getting to Know Your Fellow Rams 

 Kayla Baum is a Mathe-

matics Major at Victor Valley 

College. Baum 

is currently 

serving on the 

Associated 

Student Body 

(ASB) as the 

business and 

math senator 

for the 2017-

2018 school 

year. Kayla 

Baum stated, 

“It has given 

me an oppor-

tunity to make 

change on campus happen.” 

She hopes to one day transfer 

to UC Berkeley or UC Santa Cruz 

with her Associate in Science for 

Transfer Degree in Mathematics 

as well as an Associate in Science 

Degree in Math and Science. 

Baum wants to 

tell the students 

of VVC to, “take 

your education 

seriously and just 

because someone 

may be doing 

better than you 

doesn't mean 

they are smarter.” 

Kayla Baum’s 

favorite Christ-

mas present was 

the movie 

“Contact” be-

cause it lit the flame of her curi-

osity. 

By: Courtney LeMay 

Reporter 

 Jasmeen 

Marquez is a 19 

year old student 

at Victor Valley 

College who is 

currently ma-

joring in Law. 

She is taking 

English, Com-

munications, 

Psychology and 

Astronomy this 

semester making her a very busy 

girl. Marquez says her favorite 

part about Christ-

mas is, “having all 

my family together” 

and her most favor-

ite gift would be, “a 

pearl necklace from 

my grandma.” 

Marquez’s favorite 

hobby is watching 

documentaries on 

open cases. 

 

By:  Elizabeth Manzo 
Reporter 

 Robert Tejada is an 18 

year old student at VVC who 

plans on majoring in nursing. 

He enjoys spending time with 

family and going to the lake. 

His friends would describe 

him as a quiet and trustworthy 

person.  

 One of his best VVC expe-

riences so far has been 

“meeting new people and the 

professors.”  He has recently 

started taking his general edu-

cation classes in order to reach 

his goal.  

 One of the best Christmas 

presents he’s ever received was 

when he got his first Xbox,  “I 

had seen my friend get an 

Xbox, I’d never had one so I 

asked for one and I actually got 

By: Brigitte Chacon 
Reporter 

 Emanuel Pimentel is a 20 

year old student at Victor Val-

ley College. He hopes to earn 

his associate's degree and 

transfer to a university. He 

enjoys soccer, dancing, and 

spending time with his family. 

Pimentel enjoys the seasons 

year round, but truly enjoys 

the winter. He states, 

“Summer is nice, but Winter 

is when you could light up the 

fire and enjoy some hot co-

co.” He loves spending the 

holidays with family, playing 

games and eating lots of Mex-

ican food. His favorite Christ-

mas tradition is going to 

grandma’s to indulge in some 

warm pozole, and tamales. The 

best gift he ever received was, 

“my very own first soccer ball.”  
a job at Pixar Studios. She 

would be happy to express 

herself in any artistic way pos-

sible, though. Desirey is look-

ing forward to seeing her fami-

ly together as one again for the 

holidays. Her best gift she has 

ever received for Christmas 

was an art set given to her by 

her aunt at the age of 14. 

Throughout all these years, she 

has held onto it and still cher-

ishes the set to this day.  

 Jayleen Desirey is a 21 old 

student in her sophomore year 

at Victor Valley College. 

Some of her hobbies include 

playing any sports she can, 

drawing anything imaginable 

(particularly realism) and 

sculpting. Desirey is majoring 

in Fine Arts and Graphic De-

sign and aspires to one day get 

By: Genesis Jimenez  
Reporter 

By: Tyler Wolfe 
Reporter 
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City of Lights 
By Ailyn Ramos 

Reporter 

 For the first time, the Auto 

Club Speedway in Fontana, 

Ca. is hosting a light show 

where visitors can drive 

through a wonderland of 

lights. Family and friends can 

stay warm and toasty in the 

comfort of their own car, 

while experiencing the magi-

cal Christmas lights in the 

O’Reilly Auto Part Fan Zone. 

 The 1.5 mile show is ap-

proximately 20-30 minutes 

and showcases different 

themes and characters. The 

digital animations, characters 

and displays use the latest 

LED technology for the high-

est quality.   

CityLink-Water of Life, a non-

profit charity in Fontana, is the 

official charity of the light 

show. A portion of the pro-

ceeds received from the show 

will be donated to the cause to 

help the charity fund their pro-

grams. On December 8th and 

9th, there will be a toy drive 

where visitors can donate a 

new toy for a child and local 

family. Anyone who wishes to 

donate an unwrapped, new toy 

will receive a $5 off coupon 

for admission to the show.    

 Magic of Lights will run 

from November 17, 2017 

through December 31, 2017. 

They will be open Sunday to 

Thursday 5:30-9pm and Fri-

day and Saturday 5:30-10pm. 

The cost of each ticket is de-

termined by the car driven. A 

standard car is $20 in advance 

and $25 at the gate per vehicle 

and limos, RVs and buses are 

$40-$100 per vehicle. There 

are dash passes available for 

purchase for those who do not 

wish to wait in line. Discount-

ed passes for $17 can be pur-

chased at any O’Reilly 

Auto Part store.  

 It is not only afforda-

ble, but a great way to 

spend time with family 

and friends without stand-

ing in the cold. Visitors 

not only receive a great 

experience, but get to help 

a charity and local family 

in need. Grab some 

snacks, jump in the car, 

and enjoy a night under 

the lights. 

Photo Courtesy of linkedin.com  

Photo Courtesy of autoclubspeedway.com  

By Genesis Jimenez 

Reporter 

 The 2017 5K and 10K Tur-

key Run took place on Satur-

day, November 18, 2017 at 

8am. The 5K and 10K began 

and ended at the Apple Valley 

Recreation Center. Liz Fratt, a 

recreation assistant and one of 

the event organizers, says this 

is the 14th year this event has 

taken place. Fratt says the Tur-

key Run has about 200 runners 

every year. 

 The Turkey Run is one of 

the 3rd runs the town of Apple 

Valley hosts each year. There 

is also a Bunny Run and Fire-

cracker Run. All runs are 

named after the holidays they 

are around Easter, 4th of July 

and Thanksgiving. Thanksgiv-

ing is not the only reason for 

the name Turkey Run, a turkey 

is given out to the first place 

male and female winner of 

each 5K and 10K run. 

 Buffalo Wild Wings 

(BWW) was there supporting 

the town of Apple Valley con-

testants as well. They had the 

BWW mascot at the finish 

lines jumping, clapping and 

giving high fives to every run-

ner finishing their run. BWW 

also had a setup where they 

gave away free waters, orange 

slices and $5.00 BWW cou-

pons for the runners. Breanna 

Logg the marketing manager 

for Apple Valley BWW says, 

“We wanted to be a vendor so 

we can get our name out into 

the community and just show 

support for people wanting to 

get out here and be healthy, 

and be active because we're all 

about sports.” 

 Seeing the run take place 

was very inspiring. It is nice to 

see the community come to-

gether and support each other. 

Although the run had 1st, 2nd 

Turkey Fun, Turkey Run 
and 3rd place prizes it did not 

seem like a competitive event. 

There were many people run-

ning with their families just 

enjoying each other and hav-

ing a good time. The runners 

varied in ages from infants in 

strollers and toddlers running 

to 60 years and older.  

 The Turkey Run of Apple 

Valley is a nice event to get 

the community together and is 

something worth attending. 

The next 5K and 10K run will 

be the Bunny Run in 2018; 

dates and information are soon 

to be posted on the town's’ 

website applevalley.org. 
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Securing Your Profile 

 A wave of hacking at-

tempts have hit Facebook, 

targeting users with videos and 

messages enticing them to 

click. Clicking the video links 

spreads the virus, leading to 

more victims. The videos may 

seem harmless, but that isn’t 

actually the case. Following 

these tips can improve security 

and help users stay calm in the 

event of a hacking attempting. 

 The first thing to do when 

hacked is change passwords. 

This means all of them, not 

just the affected website. Any 

passwords reused elsewhere 

create further vulnerabilities 

because hackers can use one 

password to access other ac-

counts. When changing a pass-

word, make sure to create 

something strong and memora-

ble, but try to avoid patterns. 

 After changing passwords, 

the next task is to ensure that 

no viruses or spyware are pre-

sent on the computer. Software 

for removing this malicious 

software varies from year to 

year, so it’s recommended to 

do research before purchasing. 

Computer defense is an im-

portant part of preventing 

hacking attempts, so don’t 

settle for free.  

 Those with a smartphone 

should opt for two factor au-

thentication possible, which 

allows logins only with a code 

sent directly to a phone num-

ber. In some cases, such as for 

websites that use Google Au-

thenticator, it’s also possible 

to have an application keep 

track of all of the codes. If 

they don’t have the code, they 

can’t access the accounts, even 

if they have the login infor-

mation. 

 Finally, consider deactivat-

ing any active accounts. Many 

services allow blanket deacti-

vation on all devices, includ-

ing those that are logged in 

elsewhere. Doing this can pre-

vent hackers from accessing 

any accounts and lock them 

out until they are more secure. 

By Adam Capps 

Features Editor 

History of Hanukah  
By Brigitte Chacon 

Reporter 

 Hanukkah is a Jewish tra-

dition also known as the 

“Festival of Lights.” It is ob-

served for 8 days and it is cele-

brated on the 25th of Kislev on 

the Jewish calendar, which 

usually falls in November or 

December. For many centu-

ries, it has been a celebration 

of the perseverance of Jewish 

traditions and enduring spirit. 

 Hanukkah commemorates 

the rededication of the second 

temple of Jerusalem during the 

second century B.C.  The story 

goes there was a group known 

as the Maccabees who defied 

and went up against their op-

pressors, the Syrians ,who had 

destroyed their temple by 

building a statue of Zeus and 

sacrificing pigs inside the tem-

ple. Therefore, it was up to the 

Maccabees to rededicate the 

temple which then led them to 

lighting the Menorah, which 

would burn in the temple con-

tinuously. The Miracle of the 

event was when there was only 

sufficient olive oil to last one 

day, however, it was able to 

hold out for 8 days. 

 Steve Sobol, a member of 

the High Desert’s local syna-

gogue and member of the 

board of directors, Badmidbar 

Shel Ma’alah said, “Hanukkah 

is the celebration of the Jewish 

spirit, it is the commemoration 

of the Jewish community sur-

viving in the face of adversi-

ty.” 

 One of the key traditions 

of the Holiday is the Menorah, 

for each of the 8 nights of Ha-

nukkah a candle is added to 

the Menorah and then lit by 

the center candle otherwise 

known as the Shamash. Other 

elements of Hanukah Include 

the Dreidel, a four sided spin-

ning top that includes 4 Jewish 

letters on each side. It is often 

played by children in a chance 

to win some Gelt, which are 

small coin shaped chocolates. 

Also, on each night a child is 

given a gift. 

 To accompany the joyous 

celebration, latkes are served. 

They are one of the staple 

meals a person can eat, which 

is basically a potato pancake. 

One of the main reasons the 

food is fried is to be a repre-

sentation of the oil that was 

used to light the menorah, that 

was able to hold out for 8 

nights. The potatoes are grated 

and are combined with egg, 

onion, flour and other ingredi-

ents, afterwards it's fried. 

In an excerpt from the book 

“Hanukkah in America”:  

 A History by Dianne Ash-

ton she stated, “The Holiday 

that had for two millennia 

thanked God for the preserv-

ing Judaism in the past had 

become the means to try to 

ensure the American Jewish 

future by impressing young-

sters of  its importance. 

Photo Courtesy of Sharon Erde/ Telgraph.co.uk  

Photo Courtesy of Getty Images/ Ken Whitmore 
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By Adam Capps 

Features Editor 

 Fans of DC comics have 

been waiting a long time to see 

the entirety of the Justice 

League on the big screen. 

Wonder Woman gave the fran-

chise a much needed boost, 

but does the long-awaited su-

perhero mashup satisfy? Sad-

ly, the answer is no. 

 Justice League faced a 

rocky production, with direc-

tor Zack Snyder departing in 

May 2017, handing over the 

remainder of production 

to Joss Whedon. Whedon 

was originally brought on 

for reshoots, but stepped 

up when Snyder left to 

deal with family matters. 

Whedon may have saw 

that the film got released, 

but the final cut of the 

film released on Novem-

ber 17 left something to 

be desired. 

 With a budget of 

$300 million, the film 

looks beautiful as you’d 

expect, though much of 

the budget seems to have 

been spent on CGI. Ray 

Fisher, who plays Cyborg 

in the film, was covered 

in CGI, with only a small 

portion of the actor’s face 

remaining. Given the complex 

nature of Cyborg’s character, 

this isn’t unexpected, but it 

would have been nice to see 

more of the actor hired to por-

tray the fan favorite who has 

taken up the role of founding 

Justice League member in 

recent iterations of the comic 

books.  

 Seeing these characters 

assemble on screen will no 

doubt be the highlight for fans 

of the comics, but this union 

isn’t enough to drive the film. 

Steppenwolf who serves as the 

primary antagonist never quite 

feels as menacing as an inter-

stellar villain should, which is 

no fault of Ciaran Hinds who 

does a well enough job in the 

role.  

 If there’s anything to be 

said about the acting in this 

film, it’s that it’s nothing spec-

tacular. Gal Gadot still nails 

Wonder Woman, and likewise 

for Ben Affleck who returns as 

Batman. Unfortunately, the 

writing doesn’t allow the rest 

of the cast to shine. Ezra Mil-

ler’s Flash is written for comic 

Justice League Disappoints 

Federal Work Study 

 Victor Valley College Stu-

dents work in many areas of 

the campus. There are students 

who may want a job as a stu-

dent worker, but have no idea 

where to go or how to go 

about getting one.  

 Guidance 66 is one way to 

aid in getting employment, 

however that is only if you are 

interested in getting work in 

the Extended Opportunities 

Program and Services depart-

ment, (EOPS)  Going onto 

Victor Valley College website 

students will find that there are 

listings of available jobs, pro-

vided one knows where to 

look. First step, Student Ser-

vices, then to Financial Aid 

then as you scroll down you’ll 

find Federal Work Study 

(FWS). 

 Students need to fill out 

information then will then be 

directed to Veronica Man-

riquez, the VVC Job Place-

ment Specialist for Student 

Employment. She will help a 

By Cindy Bliss 

Reporter 

relief and never really stands 

out as the hero he was meant 

to be. This is a problem that 

persists throughout the film, 

and affects all of the charac-

ters. 

 The heroes portrayed in 

this film are rookies, and it 

undermines their characters to 

a fault. Batman convinces the 

group that the only way to 

defeat Steppenwolf is to resur-

rect Superman, and once Su-

perman is back in the picture, 

it’s all about him. As a Super-

man film, the premise could 

have worked, but this is 

not a Superman film. 

 Overall, Justice 

League feels like a dis-

appointment. If you’re a 

diehard fan of DC com-

ics and their films, 

you’re probably going to 

see it anyway. For any-

one who is skeptical, I’d 

say that this is a hard 

pass. Waiting until the 

film sees a home release 

may be the better option 

given that there isn’t 

much to be excited about 

this time around. It was a 

valiant effort from Warn-

er Brothers, but falls 

short of expectations. 

Justice League receives 

student to navigate their way 

through the process and helped 

secure a job. There are so 

many opportunities here at 

VVC if one just knows how to 

find them. 

 Mayleen Santiago, a stu-

dent who is also in the FWS 

had wanted a job on campus 

but just didn’t know where to 

start but by continuing to ask 

questions she finally got 

through the process and works 

at the Help Desk located in the 

ATC Bldg. “I would not be 

where I am today had it not 

been for finding a job here at 

VVC,” Santiago stated, 

“Being able to have a job right 

here on campus and a job that 

works around my class sched-

ule, as well as my home life, 

being a single mom of two 

girls,  has really made life 

much easier.”she goes on to 

say “ that an off campus job 

won’t always work around 

your other commitments such 

as school and kids. My job 

here does, and I’m so grateful 

for that” 
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The Vigilante, The Ghost, The Punisher 
By Gabriella Carrazco 

Reporter 

 Jon Bernthal stars in the 

Netflix series The Punisher, 

a spin-off from another Net-

flix series Daredevil. The 

series centers on Frank Cas-

tle (Jon Bernthal), an ex-

marine force recon who has 

no special powers and in the 

literal sense is not classified 

as a hero. As The Punisher 

he feels that it is his job to 

punish those who have done 

wrong. For example drug 

dealers and corrupt cops, ex-

cept, for Frank Castle, are the 

only ones he wants to punish 

for his family's death.  

 The Daredevil series gave 

a good opening for The Pun-

isher and had fans everywhere 

praising Jon Bernthal for his 

role he gave it an even more in

-depth touch to the character 

that was once seen as stoic. 

Jon Bernthal shows the more 

human side to the Punisher it 

hurts to watch as he goes 

through the loss of his family. 

All's not lost as he makes 

friends and keeps the old 

though Jon Bernthal would 

probably say that these people 

are more than friends to the 

Punisher they are family.  

 If you don't like superhero 

genre bare in mind that the 

Punisher is not necessarily a 

superhero. He plays by his 

own rules and he's a hundred 

percent human he has abso-

lutely no super special abilities 

 For the first time, Disney 

has made a movie based on 

Hispanic culture. Directed by 

Lee Unkrich and Adrian Moli-

na, Coco stars Anthony Gon-

zalez, Gael García Bernal, 

Benjamin Bratt and the famil-

iar voice of Jaime Camil. 

More specifically, Coco is 

based on a very important tra-

dition called Dia de Los Muer-

tos. For those of you who may 

not know what this day is, it is 

a day where loved ones who 

have passed away are remem-

bered and are believed to come 

back to Earth to visit their 

families.  If you have not yet 

watched the movie, you may 

not want to read on, as this can 

contain some spoilers.  

 The story is based on a 

little 12 year old boy whose 

name is Miguel. He and his 

family own a shoe business, a 

business that everyone grows 

up to be apart of. But as for 

Miguel, to be part 

of the shoe busi-

ness is not part of 

his dream. Miguel 

has his heart set 

on being a musi-

cian, but his fami-

ly won’t allow any 

type of music in 

their family. This 

causes issues for 

Miguel, leading 

him on a series of 

events as he at-

tempts to pursue 

his dream of being 

a musician.  

 Coco explains 

the tradition of 

Dia de Los Muer-

tos in ways that 

any age group 

could understand, and focuses 

on the importance of following 

your dream. The movie shows 

us the most famous tradition of 

By Alexis DeJesus 

Reporter 
making altars. These altars are 

placed in special rooms or at 

the graves of loved ones, and 

are adorned with photos and 

things that they loved, such as 

hobbies and food. Throughout 

the movie, it shows that some-

times family may not be on 

your side to give your their 

blessing to follow your 

dreams, but in the end shows 

the audience that family 

should support whatever 

makes you happy.  

 Overall, Coco is a great 

family movie that shows a 

very nice portrayal of Hispanic 

culture, following dreams, and 

family. For being Disney/

Pixar’s first movie to be based 

on Hispanic culture, they did 

an amazing job with animation 

and the message it sends to 

those who watch it. 10/10 

would recommend.  

aside from his training as a 

marine. This show is a bit vio-

lent, it does have some sexual 

content, 

and some 

very bad 

language. 

Aside 

from that 

it's a great 

show to 

watch for 

its crime 

solving 

elements. 

Only the 

bad guy 

doesn’t get it easy and doesn’t 

go through the justice system, 

since Frank does not take any 

prisoners.  

 Warning spoilers ahead 

turn back if you have not seen 

the first episode. The series 

opens with Frank Castle of 

course finishing his unfinished 

business. From there we come 

to a screeching halt. Frank 

feels that there is no need for 

The Punisher or his skills set. 

He retreats to a lonely life 

working out his left over ag-

gressions on demo work tak-

ing down walls with only a 

sledge hammer. He keeps him-

self isolated and speaks with 

no one. Until the slippery 

slope of human connection 

leads him into defending a co-

worker and one death leds to a 

handful more just like that The 

Punisher is back.  

 The Punisher should not be 

counted out as just another 

Netflix original series with the 

Marvel spin on it. Jon Bernthal 

is actually more in-depth with 

the character from the comics 

which I think most fans really 

can connect to Frank Castle. 

Bernthal does an amazing job 

keeping the character from 

being seen as just the legend 

or ghost that The Punisher is. 

 As far as Marvel series and 

Netflix series go I’d have to 

give this a 7/10.  

Loco for Coco 

Photo Courtesy of  Netflix 

Photo Courtesy of  Pixar  
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By Courtney LeMay 

Reporter 

ing up to Christmas day. Each day 

there is another disaster because of 

the choices the moms made on 

previous days. The movie’s story-

line does not flow well. The lives 

of three main characters cross min-

imally and when they do, they are 

bad influence on each other. For 

instance, the group of women are a 

bad influence on Amy Mitchell by 

inspiring and helping her steel a 

footlocker Christmas tree from the 

mall instead of buying one. The 

comedic lines are ill timed and fall 

piness, warm en-

thusiastic vocals, 

relaxing rhythms, 

Kygo’s signature 

piano chords, and 

melodies that bring 

out sincere emo-

tion in the tracks.  

 The songs in 

this album have 

something for eve-

ryone to enjoy. 

The top songs on 

this album would 

be, “Never Let 

You Go”, “Riding 

Shotgun”, and 

“Stranger Things”. 

These songs all have a differ-

ent sound and Kygo is able to 

incorporate all of it into these 

eight songs. The strengths of 

this album would be how 

Kygo has good upbeat tracks 

 My name is Amy Mitchell, 

and this year I ruined 

Christmas.” These are the 

opening lines to A Bad 

Moms Christmas, a mov-

ie released in theaters 

November 1, 2017. A 

Bad Moms Christmas 

was Directed by Jon 

Lucas and Scott Moore. 

The movie is intended to 

be a comedy for women 

and has stars in it such as 

Mila Kunis, Kristen Bell, 

and Kathryn Hahn. It is a 

sequel to Bad Moms 

which came out in July 

2016. This sequel follows 

the feel of the original 

movie, where they break 

out from the norm and 

live their lives as they 

wish. 

 The plot for A Bad Moms 

Christmas starts six days before 

Christmas and as the movie contin-

ues, it counts down the days lead-

Bad Moms or Bad Movie? 

 Kyrre Gørvell-Dahll better 

known as Kygo has released 

his second album, ‘Kids In 

Love.’ This 26 year old was 

born in Bergen, Norway. He 

has a unique sound to his mu-

sic termed, Tropical House 

Music. It is a mix that is more 

brighter and relaxed than com-

mercial dance music. He 

gained attention doing remixes 

and released his first single in 

2014 called “Firestone.” The 

song went number one in Nor-

way and reached the Top 10 in 

other territories.  

 Kygo’s new album is an 8 

track list that is full of yearn-

ing vocals. The title of the 

album, ‘Kids In Love,’ is to 

describe the intense feeling of 

‘Kids in Love’ 

By Morgan Earles 

Reporter 

“being super passionate about 

someone or something,” says 

Kygo. This album has made it 

to number one on the Top 

Dance/ Electronic Albums 

Chart. There is a sense of hap-

flat. A Bad Moms Christmas is 

minimally interesting or amusing.  

 There are a few positive mes-

sages through the movie that I do 

appreciate such as an ending of 

forgiveness and love for 

Christmas. However, the 

messages are lost in the sheer 

inappropriate raunchy as-

pects of the movie. One of 

the characters is a hair re-

moval specialist, in one scene 

she is removing the genital 

hair of a highly attractive 

male while inappropriate 

sexual innuendos occur be-

tween the two.  

 Essentially A Bad Moms 

Christmas is a raunchy 

Christmas chick flick. As 

most sequels fall flat to their 

predecessor A Bad Moms 

Christmas is no exception. It 

is not an appropriate or desir-

able movie to take the family 

to see during the holidays. 

Overall, A Bad Moms Christmas 

gets a 4 out of 10, not worth your 

time or money.  

Photo Courtesy of  RCA Records 

as well as a more solemn 

tracks. He really has it all, 

which I give it a 10 out of 10 

rating! 

 Kygo was very inspired by 

Michi and Swedish House 

Mafia when he was producing 

more upbeat tracks towards 

the beginning of his career. 

Kygo explained how his sound 

has changed, “After a couple 

of years I got more into this 

kinda mellow chill out vibe 

and Oliver Nelson is one of 

the reasons for that. There is 

something about his tracks that 

I’m just super inspired by.” 

 Kygo will be starting his 

tour November 26th through 

early May. To know that he 

started producing music in his 

bedroom and to see where he 

is now, is truly remarkable. 

RamPage      Victor Valley College      Entertainment 
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 After the surprise hit Wolf-

enstein: The New Order re-

leased in 2014, all eyes were 

on developer Machine Games 

to see what they had in store 

for the sequel. Machine Games 

was able to take a series like 

Wolfenstein, which has exist-

ed since 1981, and inject an all 

new personality into it and 

make it entirely new again. the 

release of Wolfenstein II: The 

New Colossus, they showed 

that they not only knew what 

made the last game such a 

success, but how to make the 

sequel even better. 

 For those unfamiliar with 

the series, Wolfenstein is set 

during World War II, and has 

series protagonist BJ Blask-

owicz competing a number of 

tasks to attempt and topple the 

Nazi regime. However starting 

with The New Order the series 

now takes place in an alternate 

history Earth where the Nazi’s 

won WWII thanks to finding 

some future technology that 

allowed them to win the war. 

Not only did they just conquer 

Europe, but the United States 

as well, which is where the 

majority of The New Colossus 

takes place. 

 The New Colossus picks up 

six months after the last game 

ended, with BJ waking up 

from a coma to find his re-

sistance base under attack 

from the villain of the last 

game Frau Engel. After losing 

a teammate in the attack, the 

resistance decides to fight 

back harder than ever, and 

begins making contacts in 

America to start a rebellion. 

BJ and the rest of the crew 

start launching offensive mis-

sions all over the United States 

to both find a weakness, and 

begin the takedown of the Na-

zi regime. 

 The game keeps the same 

combination stealth/action 

from the last game, giving 

players the opportunity to ei-

ther sneak their way through a 

mission, or go out guns blaz-

ing all the way through. Be-

tween using silenced pistols, 

or heavy machine guns and 

laser rifles, each combat sce-

nario plays out however the 

player wants. However don’t 

By Mitchell Bovee 
Entertainment Editor 

assume the game will be a 

walk in the park, even on the 

medium difficulty setting, the 

game is very hard and chal-

lenging, even for experienced 

players. Enemies are very stra-

tegic and strong, and can de-

feat the player in a matter of 

seconds.  

 Wolfenstein II:The New 

Colossus continues the inter-

esting story set up by the last 

game in it’s alternate history 

Nazi controlled Earth. The 

game also adds more backsto-

ry to BJ for the first time in 

series history, developing him 

as a much more interesting 

character. Multiple missions 

and set-pieces will shock the 

player at the lengths the story 

is willing to go, and has multi-

ple twists and turns that play-

ers will not see coming. The 

game is a blast to play despite 

the sometimes infuriating dif-

ficulty, and contains many 

scenes that are some of the 

most interesting things to hap-

pen in a videogame to date. 

Wolfenstein II: The New Co-

lossus gets a 9 out of 10. Photos courtesy of gosunoob.com 

Reclaim America from Nazi’s in Wolfenstein II: The New Colossus 

 For a limited time only, 

Victor Valley College presents 

the production of The House 

of Bernarda Alba. Directed by 

VVC professor Tracy Davis, 

this powerful drama is a tale of 

family secrets, desire for free-

dom, and yearning for men. 

The production begins with 

Bernarda (Penny Hodges) and 

her family of five daughters at 

the town church, her second 

husband just died. While most 

widows would grieve for the 

loss of a loved one, Bernarda 

refuses to show emotion and 

demands her daughters to do 

the same. Bernarda has never 

let her daughters leave their 

property or have any relation-

ships with men. The entire 

family will soon feel the con-

sequences of these actions. 

 Angustias (Ebonie Dur-

ham) is recently engaged to 

one of the town’s most sought-

after bachelors, Pepe El Roma-

no. Because of her older age 

and rapidly declining health, 

Angustias’ sisters know Pepe 

is marrying her because of the 

money she possesses. This 

causes them to turn on each 

other in the hopes of changing 

Pepe’s mind. Bernarda’s pride 

causes her to care more about 

the family's’ reputation than 

the happiness and well-being 

of her daughters. These actions 

send the girls down a path of 

lust and destruction. In the 

end, all secrets are exposed 

and more loved ones are lost, 

and yet, Bernarda refus-

es to change. 

 VVC’s House of 

Bernarda Alba was ex-

ceptionally good. The 

actresses did a wonder-

ful job bringing life and 

passion to their charac-

ters. Thanks to the set 

director, Allen Gildard, 

the Spanish style house 

was realistic and de-

tailed. The entirety of 

the production ran in-

credibly smooth. The 

actors knew their lines, 

while set and sound cues 

were spot on. VVC’s 

Theater Arts department 

put on another fantastic 

show. I rate it an 8/10. 

 

By Kelcie Hartley 

News Editor 

The House of Bernarda Alba 

Photos courtesy of  beautyisasleepingcat.wordpress.com 
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DON’T FORGET!!  

Important Dates and Deadlines 
Campus Holiday Closure  

December  21st– January 1st 
 

WINTER 2018  

Session begins Jan 2, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, Jan 15 

Winter Session ends Feb 10 
 

SPRING 20`18 

Spring Semester begins Feb 12 

Lincoln Day,Feb 16 

Washington Day, Feb 19 

 

Photo by Kora Mahaffy 
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